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This book is a biography of Hudson Taylor who was a pioneer missionary in China from 1853 

to 1905. He was born in 1832 and raised in England by devoutly religious parents. After some 

spiritually turbulent teenage years he left for China at the age of 21 under the auspices of the Chinese 

Evangelism Society. His tearful mother was the only one to see him off, and he was the only passenger 

on the cargo ship. 

On March 1, 1854, he landed on the shores of China in the middle of a bitter civil war. “Not a 

single person was there to meet him. Not even a stranger to shake his hand in welcome. In fact, no one 

in Shanghai knew he was coming. And not a soul on the entire continent knew his name. He later 

wrote: ‘mingled with thankfulness for deliverance from many dangers and joy at finding myself at last 

on Chinese soil came a vivid realization of the great distance between me and those I loved, and that I 

was a stranger in a strange land”’ (43). 

Unable to find the contact man which he was told he would find there, he met someone from 

the London Mission and after much difficulty managed to acquire a room to live in. His goal was to 

bring the gospel beyond the coastal cities and into the remote regions of China where the gospel had 

not yet been heard by the millions of people living there. Gradually, after many setbacks, sorrows and 

pain he founded the China Inland Mission and began to recruit others to help bring the gospel deep into 

the enormous continent. During the last years of his life, after some 50 years of work, the Mission 

mushroomed into a worldwide ministry that drew laborers from around the world. By 1900 there were 

750 Mission members and 700 Chinese workers and 13,000 people had been baptized. 

Then in 1900 the Boxer Rebellion brought death and bloodshed to many Christians and mission 

laborers in China but the church continued to grow. The Communist rule after WWII brought more 

hardship but the Seed of God’s Word which had been planted there continued to grow underground and 

recently has become more visible in recent years as we hear about the millions of Christians who still 

worship in secret in their homes. 

Such mission work requires people who are willing to sacrifice. Hudson Taylor “realized that if 

the millions of China were to be evangelized, there would have to be a vast increase in self-denial and 

self-sacrifice upon the part of Christians at home. But how could he ask and urge others to do what he 

was not practicing himself? So he deliberately stripped his life, on all sides, of every appearance of 

self-consideration and self-indulgence” (229- 230). When he began to work with the Chinese, he was 

all things to all men and became a Chinese as much as possible. Mr. Taylor also believed firmly in the 

principle of raising money in simplicity. He would make his need known to God in prayer, and God 

supplied the mission with every need. 

So what was Hudson Taylor’s spiritual secret? Daily, hourly fellowship with God, personal 

prayer and faithful meditation on God’s Word. “The hardest part of a missionary career, Hudson Taylor 

admitted, was to maintain regular, prayerful Bible study. ‘Satan will always find you something to do,’ 

he would say, ‘when you ought to be occupied about that, if it is only arranging a window blind.” 

Though most of us are not called to do such mission work, we are all part of the one Church 

which does mission work and we must all be active in it in prayer and self-sacrifice. A strong mission 

Church begins with young people who read good books about missionaries and learn as much as they 

can about mission work. Learn about the needs of those who have been called to do work in foreign 



lands and do what you can to help them. Many of our own cities here in the United States are being 

starved of the gospel. The harvest is still white and the laborers are still few. ❖ 
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