
Watching Daily at My Gates 

From Nieuw Bijkelsck Dagkoek, H.W.S. Nijkerk, 1908. Free, abbreviated, and edited 

translation, ed. 

 
June 1 

Titus 2:7-14; 2:7. 

The man to whom this Word is directed had a great task to accomplish. Paul had left him alone on the 

Island of Crete where he had brought the gospel so that Titus “should set in order the things that are 

wanting,” and quench the lie of the Cretians. But before he could admonish others he must himself be a 

good example and therefore the calling comes to Titus and to us: “In all things show yourself a pattern 

in all good works.” No one may lay the demand aside. Neither must we forget that when we sin in word 

or deed, we are a stumbling block for others. Christ has left for us an example to follow so that we 

might begin to walk in that righteousness which He has purchased for us and be a witness to the world. 

 

June 2 

Romans 12:1-21; 12:9. 

We know a tree by its fruit, and also then recognize that love without dissimulation, that is, the 

genuineness of Christian love in her character of self-denial, self-sacrifice and devotion. Anything that 

comes forth to bring honor to self is false and no fruit of love. But we must not forget that true love is 

the keynote of the Gospel and the highest law in the kingdom of Him who died to make us holy. The 

apostle deliberately adds immediately “abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.” 

Unfeigned, holy love is divine and makes itself known not through a flabby indulgence but esteems 

righteousness and honors God’s good pleasure for our life. How do we stand in our personal life? Do 

we abhor evil? We do well to remember that the highest love will also sanctify those who draw near to 

Him. 

 

June 3 

Psalm 18; Proverbs 18:1a. 

The world thinks entirely different from us, as Solomon experienced. He had experienced the 

dissatisfaction, disappointment and bitterness of this passing world. The people, however, who seek 

themselves, and whose heart is hard to eternal things think that the separation is boring and that 

solitude makes one sullen. It is no wonder that they do not seek the unity of God’s congregation. And 

yet we and all who have experience say “he who separates himself strives after and seeks some desire.” 

Certainly in the solitude, if all the tunes of the earth are silent, if the sounds of its music do not reach 

our ears, then the ideas of men toward us are blocked out. If our troubles and earthly cares are laid 

aside, then the things of the soul call loudly, then the heart thirsts for eternal things and we are satisfied 

by God’s Word. 

 

June 4 

Numbers 12; 12:3. 

What a fine temperament this meekness is. It is found in Moses in a time of his life when he was faced 

with haughty rebels. It gave him courage to be still when misunderstood, patient under oppression and 

gentle in his judgment. This temperament has nothing to do with cowardice or fear of men, but is the 

daughter of true humility which esteems another better than himself, like a clear calm stream wherein 

the light of God’s grace is reflected. It is the necessary fruit of the Holy Spirit. It is well for us that we 

adorn the inner man with a humble and quiet spirit which glorifies God and not man. The Lord shall 

teach the humble His way and give them His peace. 

 



June 5 

Acts 27:1-25; v. 23 

A whole life is revealed through single word of the apostle Paul spoken in the hour of greatest peril 

while the waves surged high and tossed the frail ship where he found himself with an unbelieving crew. 

Yet Paul stood firm and calm in this danger and spoke with this wonderful confession: “I am the 

property of the Lord.” In this confession lies the secret of our peace and our courage, our calm and our 

security. In danger and in all our walk we do not stand alone. The fruit of belonging to God can not fail 

to come. We read “and whom I serve.” When we know that we belong to Him, then we are willing to 

serve Him who puts His law in our heart. 

 

June 6 

Hebrews 11:1-16; v. 13. 

“They confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims in the earth.” This is written of the patriarchs, 

the venerable men of faith, who in their lives had experienced God’s faithfulness and who were the 

bearers of so many rich promises and were the caretakers of the world. Yet, in spite of so many good 

things in the earth, their riches and God’s blessed covenant fellowship, they confessed that this earth 

was not their fatherland. The same confession lives in the heart of all who learn the insignificance of 

this world and what it has to offer in itself. We who are believers in Christ look for the eternal 

fatherland where death no longer reigns and where the riches of God’s covenant fellowship is perfect 

and eternal. 

 

June 7 

Psalm 112; Isaiah 55:6. 

There comes a time in the life of the child of God when God regenerates him and begins to work 

conversion in his soul. Sometimes it is the day of sickness and trial, sometimes already while on the 

knees of a godly mother. When God comes near unto His people through the preaching of the word and 

works in their hearts, they must respond in thankful obedience and seek Him diligently. Today He is 

nearby in the preaching of the word, and we must seek Him with our heart and grow in our knowledge 

of Him while He may be found. 

 

June 8 

Hebrews 4; v. 9. 

Perhaps it is a restless heart that reads these words of the text. Perhaps it is someone who is driven to 

and fro on the sea of life by many changes, in sickness, in danger, in frequent temptation, alone in the 

world. Does not this word sound like music for the heart that is jolted from every side: there is rest, 

eternal rest, in the Fatherland above? Look upward then in your distress. When the rest of our eternal 

inheritance is come, we will stammer: the half was not told me! 

 

June 9 

Mark 9:14-29; v. 24. 

In our time of struggle in belief and unbelief in this world, seldom is there a time that the unbelief holds 

influence in such a broad proportion, where at the same time the belief secures a mightier force and 

speaks out against it. The people of God have always had these struggles. Christ found men in this 

frame of mind when He walked on this earth. Certainly there has been a day in your life when you 

could rejoice in your faith: “I know that my Redeemer lives; in life and in death I am secure in Him.” 

And then there comes the darker hour in which the eye of faith is clouded. It is well for us in such an 

hour when we come like this distressed father: “Lord, come to help my unbelief." Our Saviour hears 

and says “I will comfort the sorrowful." 

 



June 10 

Philippians 1:1-30; v. 6. 

Is that a word for the wavering, the melancholy among us, or is it really a word for everyone of us? All 

who confess Jesus Christ as High Priest should behold Him willingly. When we see our sins and 

weakness, our little faith and unthankfulness, our grumbling and complaining, then we despair of the 

goal of a believer and sigh “that is not for me, I will never reach it, I have received much grace of God 

but the world in me and around me shackles me.” To such a sigh says the Word of God: He who works 

faith is faithful, He does not lay aside the work of His hand, what He has begun He will continue until 

the great day of the Lord. 

 

June 11 

Matthew 5:1-19; v. 6. 

So long as the heart of men is not dead in sin there is a hunger and thirst to be satisfied and filled. 

Natural man seeks satisfaction in earthly things, but the new man in Christ finds no bread or water in 

this world to satisfy his hunger and thirst. The satisfied and self sufficient have no need for the King of 

heaven. Do you have a thirst for God? Does your heart hunger for His peace? Those who come to Him, 

He will in no wise cast away. They shall be filled. 

 

June 12 

Romans 8:18-32; v. 32. 

These words of the apostle contain a beautiful truth. It is as if there is some doubt in us that must be put 

down, that the earthly things will not turn out all right. But how can you still doubt the readiness of 

your God to do good if you stand at the foot of the cross and can say with determination “God so loved 

me a poor sinner that He gave his only begotten Son in order to cover my guilt.” Will He withhold any 

good from us who has given over the Highest thing for us? Though our needs are very great, He shall 

grant all things necessary and good. 

 

June 13 

Lamentations 3:37-44, 54-57; Job 19:25. 

The knowledge by which the sorely tried man of God speaks here goes far above all earthly knowledge. 

Our age boasts of great knowledge but they know nothing of the knowledge of the soul because the 

world is blind in sin. Do you know with the experience of your soul that your Redeemer lives? When 

the people of God live through times that plow deep furrows in the soul, times when the rod is not 

spared, then they are best able to understand the significance of this text. It remains hidden to the 

worldly wise because they do not seek the Redeemer; this knowledge is to the simple who live by 

grace. 

 

June 14 

Psalm 27; v. 5. 

The Lord our God gives such rich promises for His children and the experience of the people of God in 

the Old Testament was always that God is faithful. Certainly there are many bad days in a man’s life 

and dangers surround him all the time: dangers of sickness and injury, temptations and wicked men. 

The Lord does not say to His children: “you will never come into danger any more! You will never be 

brought into temptation!” But rather, when the evil days come you can take shelter by Me, your Refuge 

and Comforter, and learn to put your trust in Me. 

 

June 15 

Psalm 84; v. 11. 



When one considers the metaphorical language in this psalm, then he finds a living spring of 

consolation. Think of a wanderer hurrying through a hot wilderness. The caves serve as his place of rest 

and thirst and hunger follow close behind. Yet he experienced in the anxious days and confessed that in 

the chilly mountain caves “the Lord is my Sun warming me with His love; and when the hot arrows of 

the enemy fly at me, the Lord is my Shield.” The Lord also fulfills our needs, lightens our path, and in 

grace sends an abundance of spiritual blessings when we walk in thankful obedience to Him. 

 

June 16 

Jeremiah 14:7-9, 19b-22; Psalm 27:4. 

These are the last words of a psalm which may truly be called a song of faith. It comes at a time when 

he is nearly exhausted. Can we also stand on the hilltop and sing “though an army besieges me, I will 

not fear because the Lord preserves me in the day of evil?” And do we on another day sigh “O Lord, do 

not forsake me in the day of evil, preserve me in my faith, and assure me of your nearness and 

strength”? Wait upon Him in prayer and expect Him and you will see that your heart is strengthened by 

grace and His word strengthens your faith. 

 

June 17 

Matthew 24:1-14; v. 13. 

There is always something attractive in a new challenge. There is always enthusiasm of attainment 

before one even begins. That attractiveness and enthusiasm makes it easy to be diligent and sing out 

“With my God I can charge through the foe, with my God I can leap over a wall.” When the victory 

itself seems distant, the difficulties greater than we can endure and we sigh in despair, then God 

promises the crown of life to those who endure to the end. Knowing this promise we find new 

enthusiasm to endure and live for the glory of God. 

 

June 18 

Psalm 10; v. 14. 

How often in life do we realize that God sees, hears and knows all things? Already as children we learn 

this and acquire a childlike impression of this truth. Later we often speak of the truth but do not live 

accordingly and put our trust in Him. The Lord gives us this word of comfort to place us in His hand 

and see that there is no salvation in anything else. Indeed, we shall experience in our own life that He 

does not only help carry the load, but he carries us through the wilderness of this life. 

 

June 19 

Isaiah 26; v. 4. 

To trust in someone’s word is one of the marks of the simple heart. The worldly-wise will surely say 

with a scornful laugh that one should trust no one because people always turn out to be frauds. Yet with 

childlike faith we trust the word of God who is and remains the everlasting Rock of strength. It is true 

that men may fall upon us to our hurt when we put our trust in man. How good, then, is this word of 

our God in Whom is no shadow of turning. 

 

June 20 

Psalm 9; v. 10. 

“They that know thy name,” says the psalmist, “will be those who put their trust in thee,” even when 

death takes a loved one, or the whole world is against you. What a judgment over our heart and life if 

we do not know that Name above all names in the hour of despair! The meaning is certainly clear: to 

know the name of our God is to know Him as the Strength of our life and our Salvation, as Mercy and 

Grace. Those who have learned the name of our sovereign God are also those who seek Him in 

thankful obedience. 



 

June 21 

II Corinthians 4; v. 17. 

Faith places a man on a high mountain from where he learns to see eternal things. How our souls can 

be stooped within us and we bow under the griefs and sorrows of life, the persecutions of those who do 

not fear God, and the sins in our own heart. When we, however, see our life in the light of eternity, then 

all the afflictions of this time look different. We believe that each dark shadow which falls upon our 

path is good and works eternal life in Christ. 

 

June 22 

Isaiah 25; II Samuel 22:32, 33. 

It was king David who spoke so after the years of fighting, of the most unjust pursuit and deepest 

humiliation. In many of these difficult times it was his experience that in the darkest hours the Lord 

was nearest and that he had placed his whole trust on the Rock of his strength. He learned that God 

saves in the way of hardship and judgment. That is why he confesses with grateful acknowledgment 

how God had lifted him up in so wonderful a manner. So is it yet and forever will be the confession of 

God’s children: “God is my rock and my power.” 

 

June 23 

Isaiah 1:1-20; Joel 2:12, 13. 

Do we have in mind the meaning of the Psalm “O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me,” that 

says so clearly to us how God’s eyes see to the bottom of our heart, even to the hidden corner that we 

ourselves do not even see? Would not more truth come into our personality, more harmony between our 

deeds and words in the motives of our heart, if we understood the reality that we have to do with a God 

who desires truth in the innermost depth of the heart? God will have all or none! He will not be 

satisfied with an outward show of sorrow for sin that does not reach the heart. 

 

June 24 

I Peter 5; v. 7. 

Do you have a place to lay aside your cares and burdens? Perhaps you look around and see some 

people you can trust and will stand by you in a time of need, but that is not enough because an hour 

will come in which you stand all alone. Certainly we can and must help each other, but only Christ can 

take away our burden of sin. Let us then cast our cares upon our God who loves us in His Son Jesus 

Christ. 

 

June 25 

Jeremiah 29:11-14; v. 13. 

What might the reason be that our spiritual life sometimes becomes so dry and dead? Where does so 

much slackness, slowness and dullness come from in the believing confessors of God? God gives the 

same answer to all these questions. God is not hiding Himself. He is the same God which said to Israel 

“you shall find me when you seek me with all your heart!” The song must be in our heart “my soul 

thirsts for God, for the living God.” When God puts the new life of Christ in our heart, then we must 

respond in thankful obedience so that we grow in our knowledge of Him. 

 

June 26 

Psalm 145; v. 18, Jeremiah 5:3. 

The Lord is nearby! That is indeed the unfailing confidence of those who know and love Him as the 

God and Father of their life. He is nearby in whatever trouble, distress, sadness, temptation or struggle 

we encounter. He comforts us when we call upon Him. He does not hide Himself from His children 



because He finds in them the truth. When prayers are only an outward formality, and words vain 

janglings He hears them not because there is no truth in them. When the Spirit of Christ brings life to 

the dead sinner, then the truth is in him and he begins to speak and pray in truth. 

 

June 27 

Micah 6:6-9; Psalm 42:2. 

In each soul there is a thirst for its source. Natural man thirsts for forbidden fruit which brings 

bitterness and death; he seeks those things which satisfy only his own selfish desires and pride. Only 

those who are given a new heart in Christ thirst for God who implants that new heart. The child of God 

who is created in His image finds no rest, no peace, no happiness outside of Him. Despite the 

continuing thirst of the old man within us for the forbidden fruit, we are victorious in Christ and are 

able to confess with the psalmist “my soul thirsteth for God, for the living God.” 

 

June 28 

Isaiah 41:1-20; Jeremiah 3:23. 

Do we think that this word no longer applies? Do we think that because we know clearly now that 

salvation is of the Lord that the plaintive tone of the prophet is no longer appropriate for us? We are by 

nature prone to find salvation in some other way than in Christ alone. God says to us “I alone am your 

Lord and Saviour; I alone have an arm of might. By Me alone is peace, through Me alone is salvation; 

give up then today once and for all the help of men and earthly might.” 

 

June 29 

Matthew 15:21-31; Lamentations 3:14. 

We have in the woman who persisted in her request of the Lord an example how one can break through 

the curtain of cloud. We must look first at our own sinfulness for the origin of our spiritual darkness. 

Usually it is our own guilt that breaks our fellowship with God. Confess everything in your prayers to 

God, then the cloud vanishes away. 

 

June 30 

Psalm 85; v. 8. 

From all sides we hear noised about “here is Christ or there, in this is your salvation, in that is 

happiness!” And as a result, the hearts of many men are cast to and fro by every wind of doctrine. We 

begin our days so often with various plans: I will finish this work, begin this journey, go to hear this 

speech, etc. Today follow the godly counsel which the psalmist brings: “hear what God the LORD will 

speak.” Read the Word of God with diligence and prayer. 
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