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Next month, the Lord willing, young people from across the land will migrate to the tip of Lake 

Michigan and gather for their annual convention as they have done since August of 1939. The location 

for gathering changes from year to year, but the purpose remains the same, and the desire to go 

continues strong. 

Past issues of the Beacon Lights provide a treasure house of information regarding these 

conventions. Our magazine was established in time to report on the third convention which was held at 

Oak Lawn, Illinois August 21 & 22, 1941. The theme of that convention was “Thoroughly Equipped,” 

and the activities included a meeting and an outdoor rally. The fourth convention was planned for 

Roosevelt Park in Grand Rapids but was canceled due to restrictions in travel and other difficulties due 

to World War II. The war could not, however, restrain the enthusiasm for another convention, and in 

1944 the young people gathered at Fuller PRC in Grand Rapids. The 1945 convention was held in 

South Holland with the theme “Steadfastness.” This convention included a mass meeting, bus 

excursion, and banquet in addition to the speeches. In 1946 the young people gathered in Hudsonville 

around the theme “Strength and Beauty of Youth.” The 1947 convention was hosted by First PRC 

Grand Rapids. The 1948 convention at Holland MI included a pancake breakfast, lakeshore activities, 

hymn sing, and banquet. The theme was “Faith of our Fathers.” Then in 1949 the conventioneers 

headed West to Oskaloosa and Pella, Iowa. This convention with the theme “Redeeming the Time” was 

the first three-day convention and included devotional time, discussion, music and singing, speeches, 

debates, outings, and the banquet. The 1950, 1951, and 1952 conventions drew the young people to 

Second PRC Grand Rapids, First PRC Kalamazoo, and Hull, Iowa respectively, and the themes were 

“The Power of Godliness,” “The Last Hour,” and “Faith, Hope, Love.” The details of these and many 

more can be found in the pages of the Beacon Lights as well as the memories of many of our readers. 

During these early convention years, the Beacon Lights included some discussion on the 

purpose, goals and concerns of the convention. The purpose of conventions was understood to be the 

edification and promotion of unity among the young people of our churches, and the concerns had to do 

with whether this goal was being met. There was much discussion on these issues and the question of 

goal and attainment of the goal is still alive today. It would be profitable, I believe, and very interesting 

to do a study of the history of our conventions, publish something along the lines of a Convention 

Guide, and formulate a mission statement for conventions. 

A study of the past conventions, however, is not the challenge I had in mind. Rather, the 

challenge has to do with the here and now. It has to do with achieving the purpose of conventions on 

July 29 through August 2, 1996 by the young people living out the theme which the South Holland 

convention committee has chosen. The development of godly friendships will certainly edify you and 

bring unity within our churches, but only if you work at it. The challenge is this: make three new 

friends. 

For some this challenge may be a cinch, but for many, myself included, finding three new 

friends at the convention would be a real challenge. I sincerely desire to make this challenge because it 

is something at which I wish I would have worked harder when I had the opportunity. There is no finer 

opportunity to make new friends than at a convention. 

My experience tells me that the first day of convention will find many clumps of people 

representing various churches hanging out and looking cool. Clumping is understandable, but it’s not 

ideal; in fact, it is rather stupid because you’re wasting valuable time when you could be doing 

something really cool like discovering a great new friend! Meeting a new friend is a neat experience 

and is often introduced by the words “really! you like that too?” Some common interest or experience 

along with a common faith makes for a solid godly friendship. 



So, when you get to the convention, don’t waste any time. Go over to a clump and introduce 

yourself. Don’t worry about looking like a dork, it’s not worth it. Ask some questions that will help you 

discover a potential friend. I do not claim to be an expert on this topic so you might want to check out 

the book on friendship which is reviewed in this issue for some more advice if you think you need it. 

Finally, I want you to write about your friend finding experience and send it to me for the 

Beacon Lights. Everyone who did not go will be waiting to hear about the convention. You may even 

want to write a story for the contest (see details on page 5) about someone finding a friend before you 

go to the convention. Not only will it get you thinking about the theme, it just might win you a prize! - 

ed. ❖ 
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