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Young ladies, what do you look for in a man? Young men, do you cultivate the qualities of a 

man? Do you have a clear goal in your mind for attaining true manliness? In these days of confusion 

when so many men act like women, and so many women act like men, Elliot cuts through the nonsense 

with sharp biblical clarity. She sets forth the distinctions between men and women in order to help 

young people in the critical task of finding a suitable partner for life. This topic is important because 

strong relationships and homes are crucial for the life of the church. 

Elliot works with the concept of men and women as complementary to each other. This means 

that the woman has something which the man needs but does not have in himself, and the man has 

something which the woman needs but does not have in herself. For example, a particular color may be 

a fine color, but when a complementary color is placed next to it, each adds to the other an additional 

brilliance and beauty. So it is in the godly relationship between a man and a woman. The wonder of 

complements is something mysterious and deep especially in human relationships, but the ungodly 

world today is working very hard to destroy this beauty of God’s creation. 

Thus, the idea is that men must be clearly and distinctly masculine, and women must be clearly 

and distinctly feminine in order to have a strong and beautiful relationship. According to Elliot, the 

distinctive virtue of men is “initiation” and the distinctive virtue of women is “response.” She then 

defines the concept of initiation in relation to the related concepts of authority, faithfulness, leadership, 

courtesy, decisiveness, sacrifice, courage, kindness, obedience, integrity, endurance, tenderness, and 

love. 

This book is excellent reading and with stimulating content. I would recommend it to all young 

people and parents of young people. The ideas are not developed in the abstract, but in close 

connection with the issues we hear about every day such as homosexuality, women in church office, 

divorce, and sexism. Thus, this book has great practical worth, and is also very informative about what 

is happening in the world today. 

The Lord willing, I will review another book by Elizabeth Elliot next month entitled Let Me Be 

a Woman, which deals more specifically with the concept of “femininity” and “response.” Then we will 

take a close look at the young ladies to which real men are attracted. Real men want real women, and a 

real woman is one who is glad she’s a woman, stands in obedience to Christ, has a good sense of 

humor, and knows that love is action and not merely a feeling. 

In one of her concluding chapters, Elliot says to the men “There are five ways you can help that 

woman who will be your wife be the woman you want her to be. First off, be a man. I’ve said that in a 

hundred ways, but I’ll say it again. You expect her to be a real woman, but you can’t expect that if 

you’re not a real man. It is in response to the fullest expression of your manliness that she will be most 

womanly. When she’s not living up to your expectations, check yourself out first. Are you taking the 

lead as you ought to, with an attitude of humility and submission to Christ? Are you remembering that 

you’re the one responsible to her?” Get the book to find out what the other four are. It is well worth the 

price. You will be able to find it in most Christian book stores, and if they don’t have it, they will be 

happy to order it for you. ❖ 
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