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This is a most unusual paragraph. How quickly can you find out what is so 

unusual about it? It looks so ordinary you’d think nothing was wrong with 

it—and in fact, nothing is wrong with it. It is unusual though. Why? Study 

it, think about it, and you may find out. Try to do it without coaching. If 

you work at it for a bit it will dawn on you. So jump to it and try your skill 

at figuring it out. Good luck—don’t blow your cool! 

 

That is a brain-tickling puzzle from Mindtrap (by Mindware). It may take a while to pinpoint 

the uniqueness of that paragraph, but after a few times through, you may begin to notice that it 

something is missing. Absent from the entire piece is the most common letter in the English alphabet. 

Not once is the letter "e” used. How strange is that? Well. I have already used it 31 times since. 

Even as the letter “e” is common in written language, the idea of respect toward each other 

should have an equally frequent position in our church family life. We live together, breathe together, 

move together, worship together. What a great thing it is then, when respect for others causes that life 

to flourish! What a blessing from our Father in heaven to see our worship flourish as a result. 

Such lovely church life is a gift of God through the operation of the Holy Spirit. It does not 

require altered church services full of entertainment and emotional outbursts. It just takes a strong 

desire and the hard work put into respecting each other. Respect each other because of similar 

personalities? Because of a common occupation? Only because you enjoy the same social activities? A 

thousand times, no! Respect every member of the church family for Jesus’ sake, in honor of the 

commonality tying all members together—-the life of Christ within us. 

What happens when this common bond is overlooked? What happens when there is not enough 

“respect-each-other-for-Jesus'-sake” to go around? Look back at the unusual paragraph at the 

beginning. There is a clue for us. It may help us understand what life in the church is like when respect 

is limited. Remember? The paragraph looked soooooo normal at first glance. But on the other hand, it 

soon betrayed itself. Even as a functional paragraph, it has little or no purpose. Any attmpt to continu 

writing in the sam mannr with no lttr "e” would b uttrly foolish. Like an engine running without oil, it 

becomes impossible to function properly. With all the engine parts scraping together, tensions rise. 

Friction causes damaging stress. So it is in the life of the church. We need the Comforter, the Holy 

Spirit working in our hearts as we live with each other. We simply cannot do without. A church family 

needs mutual respect, blessed by God, to run smoothly. 

Respect is like the engine oil lubricating the moving parts of the engine. Respect is as vital to 

church family as the letter “e” is to the "English language. How important is it? Since the last count, the 

letter “e” has been used another 219 times. Wouldn’t you like to see respect that abundant in your 

church?  
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