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The tripartite image of God in man consists of knowledge, righteousness and holiness. Man 

through the fall irretrievably lost the threefold image. Like a cracked bucket that cannot retain water so 

was the innate ability of mankind to be image bearers damaged beyond repair like the bucket so that he 

could no longer bear the image. 

To restore man to his first state of righteousness, exceeding the righteousness of mere man was 

needed. 

“For He (God) hath made Him (Christ) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 

made the righteousness of God in Him.” God in His infinite love, for the elect, caused mercy and 

justice to meet in the suffering and death of His Son. 

Our sentence before the tribunal of God was guilty. Guilty not only of actual sin but also our 

original sin in Adam. God as a righteous and just judge could not acquit the sinner of his trespasses 

until the demands of the law were met. 

Christ, both “very man and perfectly righteous,” fulfilled the requirements of the law and paid 

the full penalty for our sins. Through Christ’s vicarious payment we stood as righteous in God’s sight, 

as Judge of heaven and earth, and His righteousness was charged to our account. 

A change of our legal status through Adam as our representative at the fall from innocent to 

guilty brought upon us a change of condition entirely sanctified to totally depraved. Wherefore, in the 

new dispensation of the covenant, washed in the blood of Christ as our representative, we stand 

justified in God’s sight from which sanctification or holiness proceeds. Therefore, in the plan of 

salvation righteousness must precede holiness. 

To impart the righteousness of Christ to us God uses the instrument of faith which like 

righteousness is also a gift of God. As the Belgic Confession expresses in Article 22: 

 “Therefore we rightly say with Paul that we are justified by faith 

alone, or by faith apart from works of the law. Meanwhile, strictly 

speaking we do not mean that faith as such justifies us for faith is 

only the instrument by which we embrace Christ our 

righteousness; He imputes to us all His merits and as many holy 

works as he has done for us in our place. Therefore, Jesus Christ 

is our righteousness, and faith is the instrument that keeps us with 

Him in close communion of all His benefits. When those benefits 

have become ours they are sufficient to acquit us of our sins.” 

This is in full accordance with the Word of God spoken through Paul in Philippians 3:9: “And 

be found in Him (Christ), not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 

through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.” 

Hungering and thirsting after righteousness we have the divine promise that we shall be filled. 

Seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness we have the assurance that our earthly needs 

shall be supplied. However, the greatest comfort is: “There is therefore now no condemnation for them 

that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit,” Romans 8:1. 
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