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II Thessalonians 2:13-14 - "But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of 

the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through the sanctification of 

the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of 

our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Amid each passing day, Lucas felt a void in his life but most of all in his heart. He would wake 

up every morning with an empty feeling inside him; the worst of all was when he had a problem he had 

to face - sure, he had a family to help him through, but it still felt as if he were alone. He was unable to 

understand. 

As time moved on, frustration grew within Lucas, and he promised himself he would find the 

solution to his emptiness. He knew deep down what that solution was, but he failed to acknowledge the 

Truth. 

On a warm, sunny Sunday morning, Lucas and his younger siblings, along with his parents, 

piled in the car and headed for church. Lucas had attended church since birth, but now that he was 

getting older, he found it hard to drag himself out of bed at 8 a.m. to get ready for a long sermon and 

lots of singing. Lucas refused to see the importance of listening to the message of God and applying it 

to his life. This Sunday was different, though. The order of worship was the same, but as the entire 

congregation sang, Lucas felt something within his heart. His eyes were opened by the power of the 

Holy Spirit, and as he read the words he was singing, he began to understand why he had been feeling 

so lonely; it was because the Lord had not been the center of his life, for without God nothing is quite 

as wonderful as when He is present in your life and heart. 

Never before had Lucas felt something so magnificent. He prayed that this warm, reassuring 

feeling would survive for eternity, even though he knew his heart was so sinful. Throughout the rest of 

the service, Lucas was attentive to the Word of God, and he took every syllable to heart in an attempt to 

apply it to his life. He continued to do this every Sunday while praying for guidance every day and 

night. He realized the importance of believing and understanding God’s Word. 

As a result of his spiritual growth, the hand of God brought Lucas to the point of longing to 

become a member of God’s Church. Not long after, Lucas was beginning to understand the Scriptures 

and his beliefs through the instruction of the minister but above all, through the work of the Holy 

Spirit; this development of his spiritual life brought him an unlimited amount of happiness and 

contentment. Each new day brought forth a greater sense of fulfillment in his heart. 

Lucas had received the wonderful gift of salvation through the graciousness of the Lord and 

through the working of the Holy Spirit in his heart which generated his belief in Jesus Christ. Lucas 

had been predestined by God to be one of His children; for that, Lucas and each one of us can be 

nothing but grateful and look forward to eternal life with the Lord in Heaven when our time on earth 

has been fulfilled. 

Philippians 2:12 & 13—“Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 
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