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This article is adapted for young people from a speech given for Holland Protestant Reformed Church's 

Evangelism Committee. 

(I wrote last time that Christian young people want Godly marriages because the glory of God is at 

stake. Motives are everything. If we want a happy, Christian, marriage only because we want to be 

happy and have happy children, God won't bless those wishes of ours.) 
 

This truth of marriage also gives practical instruction as to what marriage is all about. 

First, marriage is a “one-flesh” union. 

"Therefore shall a man leave his father & mother and cleave unto his wife, and they shall 

become one flesh" (Gen. 2:24). "Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh." (Matt 19:6). 

Ephesians 5 makes it more plain when it says, "For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 

and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall become one flesh." 

In marriage, a man leaves his father and mother, and cleaves to his wife, and they become one 

flesh. Why? Because of Christ and the Church!! Christ lives as one flesh with the Church when He 

united Himself to her by faith through the gospel. Christ, now, shares His joys, tells the secrets of His 

counsel, speaks to the Church, is one with her. Because that is the model, our marriages are one-flesh 

marriages. 
 

Second, the wife is not her husband's equal. 

God brings this out when He said, in Genesis 2:18, "It is not good that man should be alone, I 

will make an help-meet for him." The word "help-meet" sometimes is misunderstood. But you don't 

understand what marriage and family is if you don't understand what a wife is. Literally, Genesis says, 

"I will make him an helper, fit or suitable, for him." It is as though the man is the mold into which the 

woman is poured, so that she fits into him exactly. God made the woman just what she needed to be to 

supply man's lack, to complete him. She is the help of man, suited for him in every respect—physically 

and bodily, as we can plainly see; as well as spiritually and emotionally. We ought to be thankful to 

God for this wise and fitting creation of the woman for the man. We ought to understand how fitting the 

woman is for man. 

Why is it so? Because of Christ and the Church. Because the Church is not the equal of Christ! 

Never in her life would the Church dare to say that she is equal to Christ in strength, in honor, in glory, 

in wisdom, in power. Never in her life would the Church, unless she were a rebellious Church, say that 

she has the same duties as Christ, to be shared equally with Him! The Church understands that her 

existence comes out of Christ, that she is created for Christ. And, O, how this is misunderstood not only 

in marriage, but in church life!!! 
 

Third, the woman is a beautiful creation. 

When God created Eve, He formed her specially with His own hands, taking special pains to 

form her! When God formed Eve, He also formed her in His Own image, able to reflect and spiritually 

reflecting His Own glorious attributes. Genesis 1 has God saying, "Let us make man in our image, in 

our likeness." And then it has, "So God created man in his own image. In the image of God created he 

him; male and female created he them." 

Woman is a glorious creature, not to be trampled on, ignored, treated as a nothing; but to be 

highly honored, respected, esteemed. 

Aside from Genesis, how do we know that to be the case? Because of Christ and the Church! 

Even though the Church is not the equal of Christ, that doesn't mean that she is, in any way, a lowly, 

insignificant, worthless thing, to be scorned or trampled on!! Listen to what God teaches us to sing 



from Psalm 45: "O royal bride, give heed..." She's a queen! "Thy beauty and thy grace Shall then 

delight the king..." She's a beautiful queen! "To thee, since thou art His, great honor shall be shown; the 

rich shall bring their gifts to thee.. .thy glory they shall own." She is highly esteemed!! "Enthroned in 

royal state, All glorious thou shalt dwell, with garments fair, inwrought with gold... The Church He 

loveth well..." 

Women today often resent the word "submission." (I've had girls ask me not to use that word in 

their wedding, because their family wouldn't understand.) But when women are treated by their 

husbands as Christ treats the Church, in this loving, honorable way, they will not have such a difficult 

time submitting. Did you ever think that the difficulty with submitting is as much a husband problem as 

a wife problem? Christ loves us and we love to submit to Him. 

 

Fourth, the union of marriage is used by God to bring forth children. 

In marriage, God wills that if it is physically possible the husband and wife bring forth children. 

Almost every Christian husband and wife have a natural desire to have children. Whether they have 

those children naturally or by adoption isn't the main thing; the main thing is that, normally, they have 

children. 

Again, that makes sense because of the marriage of Christ and the Church. Perhaps you say, 

"Well, the others made sense, but I don't see the connection here." It works this way, does it not? 

Through the union of Christ and His Church-which is a union by faith—there are children produced! 

When the Church is close to Christ, when the Church preaches Christ, when the Church lives the life of 

Christ, then God is pleased to give her spiritual children—converts—from her own natural children as 

well as through mission work. Our marriages reflect that, not only in that we have as many children as 

possible (given our individual limitations), but that we rejoice in the birth of those many children. 

 

Fifth, husband and wife live together for life. 

Genesis 2 teaches that a man leaves his father and mother and cleaves to his wife. He "sticks" to 

her—he cleaves to his wife. If it is not explicit, then it certainly is implied here that divorce is not the 

way out of marriage troubles. In Malachi, God says, "Jehovah hates divorce." And in the New 

Testament, the word is clear that, but for one exception, divorce is forbidden. Matthew 5 and 19, Luke 

16, Mark 10, Romans 7 and I Corinthians 7 all make clear that divorce is forbidden, that when a man 

marries a woman, they take vows for life! 

Do we hear this? Do you young people hear this? Today men and women marry with the 

thought that if time shows that they are incompatible (whatever that means) they may divorce. God 

says "NO DIVORCE!!" God says that He gave marriage as a relationship in which you cleave to your 

wife in love. 

Why is that? Where is our right to say, "no divorce!!"? It's far different from what the 

psychologists say. Because of Jesus Christ and His Church! Jesus cleaves to His bride. And though 

there may be unfaithfulness on the part of the Church, Christ never puts His bride away. He always 

takes her back, and always woos her back to Himself. 

(concluded next issue) 
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