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“Julie, will you help me with the windows upstairs pretty soon?” Mother asked as she passed 

through the living room with a bucket and rag. 

“Sure,” Julie answered rather absently. She was looking through a stack of books on the coffee 

table. Hmm, this looks interesting, she thought to herself when she came upon a little book in the 

middle of the stack, The Two Margarets, A Struggle for Christian Freedom by Carine Mackenzie. 

Julie made herself comfortable in a corner of the couch and began to read. Because the book 

was only forty-eight pages long, she was soon finished. Julie sat still for awhile and pondered the story. 

Here was a young girl, only eighteen years old, with her brother and thirteen-year-old sister, all forced 

out of their home because they wanted to worship God as Reformed Christians. They had to hide in 

deserted hills and caves or they would be caught by the king's soldiers. 

But that wasn't the worst of it! The eighteen-year-old Margaret and her younger sister were 

finally arrested one day when they tried to visit another godly friend, a sixty-three-year-old widow 

whose name was also Margaret. Suddenly all three found themselves together in jail, and soon all three 

were sentenced to die. The date of their death would be May 11, 1685. Before that date the sister's 

father managed to obtain the youngest girl’s freedom, but the two Margarets remained in prison. 

Then the morning of May 11 came. Would the two Margarets now agree to worship God the 

king’s way and thus be set free? Or would they say “no,” and thus be tied to two poles on the edge of 

the sea where they would surely drown? 

They would refuse. They would remain faithful. They would drown. But at the same time they 

would obtain a crown, the crown of eternal life. 

Would I be that faithful? thought Julie. Not by myself but maybe—if God helped me. God helped 

them. 

Then she heard her mother's voice from upstairs calling, “Julie, I’m ready for you to help now.” 

“Okay, I'll be right there.” And she was. 
 

[If you would like to read The Two Margarets, written by Carine Mackenzie and published by 

Christian Focus Publications Ltd., Scotland, it is available for $2.99 at your local Christian bookstore.] 
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