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This article is adapted for young people from a speech given for Holland Protestant Reformed Church's 

Evangelism Committee.  

 

For the glory of God and the peace of God’s people, the church’s young people seek godly 

marriages. 

God’s glory is first. 

Man’s happiness is second, based on God’s Glory.  

Miserable marriages of professing Christians bring dishonor to God’s Name. 

They also make miserable the lives of God’s people, and bring children to ruin. I have seen 

more tears shed for the misery of bad marriages than almost anything else. More hurt, more pain, more 

wounds from miserable marriages than all of them put together. If anything can be done to spare God’s 

people of that pain—especially the pain of the children who suffer so immeasurably, and sometimes 

perish from the parents’ folly—I pray that God will use this kind of instruction from God’s Word. 

Two basic presuppositions we begin with. Without them we go nowhere. 

First, the rules for marriage are determined by God in His Word. If not by God, by whom? Sally 

Jesse Raphael? Geraldo? Ann Landers? Dr. Laura Schlesinger? I warn you: take their word, and by the 

time ten years pass, the advice of these godless counselors will have changed, and you will be ruled by 

a different, fickle, always changing standard. No, God created marriage and the family; God determines 

how it must go. 

Imagine, once, the whole human race consistently ignoring the law of gravity. Every day, men 

and women walked off cliffs, stepped out of airplanes; children jumped out of tall trees, stepped off 

high roofs. Everyone watched them do it, but no one learned. They kept breaking their legs, losing their 

lives, ruining themselves because they ignored the law of God that says objects will fall to the earth at a 

rate of 32 feet per second squared. "What fools. What absolute fools. Utter stupidity,” the world would 

cry. All would agree. They have no sense at all. They should know the law, really do know the law, but 

ignore it absolutely.” 

But year after year, day after day, marriages are made. But because God’s laws for marriage are 

ignored, more people come to ruin than in almost any other way. 

When will they ever learn? 

When they come to know Jesus Christ. 

That’s the second presupposition. To know anything about marriage—really know something—

you must know Jesus Christ. There is only one word that must be heard clearly today. You cannot know 

about marriage without knowing about Jesus Christ. The more you know about Jesus Christ, the more 

you know about marriage. Biblical marriage is all about Jesus Christ. 

* * * 

Biblical marriage between two persons is to be modeled after the real marriage—the marriage 

between Christ and the Church. There are different ways to approach the subject of marriage. The best 

way is to see that marriage is a reflection (picture) of the relationship between Christ and His Church. 

This is biblical. Ephesians 5:22-33 has a long comparison between earthly marriages and the 

marriage between Jesus and His wife, the church. Speaking about our marriages, the passage ends in 

verse 32 saying, “This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.” 

What is the relationship of Christ and the Church? Briefly: 

1. God Himself is the husband of the body of His people, the Church (Isaiah 54:5). 2. God 

married Himself to us through Jesus Christ, Who is God the Son. 3. The marriage of Jesus Christ to the 



Church, His body, is legal. It was secured by the death of Jesus on the cross. At the cross, Jesus 

obtained the marriage license, and God approved of this when He raised Jesus from the dead. 4. This 

marriage is spiritually compatible, because Jesus Christ prepares His bride for the wedding and the life 

of marriage. By putting His Spirit in our hearts, He makes us love Him, behave like Him, give 

ourselves for Him, submit to His rule of grace and love. By washing us with water by the Word, He 

cleanses us, purges us from our filth, and makes us attractive to Him. Oh, this marriage is the mother of 

all marriages!! 

This marriage is first and primary. 

The relationship of marriage, as you and I know it— the loving bond between husband and 

wife—exists because the relationship between Christ and the Church exists. In the mind and will of 

God, our marriages were not first and then Christ came to save us from the misery into which Adam 

and Eve plunged us. In the mind and will of God, Christ’s marriage with the Church was first. Marriage 

between man and wife was created as an illustration of that relation (see Colossians 1:15, 16). 

This is why earthly marriages pass away, and the marriage between Christ and the Church, 

which is the original marriage, will last forever. There are some practical points that ought to be made 

here: First, knowing this will help us endure the loss of a spouse—we’re going to see him or her again 

in a far higher, more glorious relationship than we had on earth; in the eternal marriage in glory! 

Second, this will help us think soberly about our own hoped-for marriages (I Corinthians 7:29ff)! 

Marriages are not the most important thing in the world; they are important only insofar as they are 

reflections of the original marriage—and that’s important! Third, this frees the singles from despair. 

Not to have an earthly marriage is not the worst thing in the world! Fourth, (know this, you who follow 

Jesus Christ,) if there is a choice between your marriage to Jesus Christ and your marriage to an earthly 

spouse, you choose Jesus Christ (Matthew 10:35-39). 

This marriage is a union planned in eternity to glorify God. 

From before He created the worlds, God planned to glorify His Name through uniting His Son 

to a fallen people, to give to His Son a body—the Church. Then, in time, He united that Church to 

Christ, by sovereign love. 

This marriage is a union in which Christ is the Head. 

We are His body. He rules over us. He’s our Lord. He governs us just as our head governs our 

body. Ephesians 5:23 says that “Christ is the head of the church.” 

This marriage is a union in which the Church is subject to Christ. 

The Church submits to the rule and headship of Christ; the Church reverences Christ; the 

Church obeys Christ in all things according to His Word. This comes out in verse 24: “Therefore the 

church is subject unto Christ.” The will of Christ is sovereign in her life. 

This marriage is a union in which Christ gives Himself to the Church. 

Christ loves the Church, and is the Savior of the Church. By giving Himself over to death and 

hell, Jesus redeems His Body—the Church—from the death of hell which they deserve because of their 

sins. This comes out in verses 25b, 26: “Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it...” 

And then He gives Himself to them in their own lifetime in that He gives them His Own life. He 

nourishes them with grace and with all the blessings of salvation, so that they can be strong and live in 

this world. This comes out in verse 29: He “nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church.” 

Our marriages are to be patterned after that marriage!! 

Does anyone consider this anymore? 

Did your parents teach you this for your future life in marriage? Do parents always seek to 

improve their marriages by asking themselves how Christ and His bride behave toward each other? 

You can see, then, that our concern in the erosion of marriages is far different from the concern 

of most others in the world. (Here you can see that a conference of a sound Reformed church will be 

radically different from a conference on marriage in almost any other place.) Everyone, it seems, is 

concerned about marriage and the family. Just about every week I get something more in the mail 



talking about the Christian family. Everyone is talking about this family! Even the President of the 

United States has a “Council on the Family.” But this concern, for the most part, is not a concern rooted 

in the Bible. For the most part it is simply a pragmatic concern—they see the erosion of biblical values 

as a loss of earthly peace and earthly prosperity. Or it’s simply an emotional concern—they remember 

the good family life they had when they were young, and believe that it gave them a good life today. 

Recently I received in the mail a church newspaper with an article about divorce by James 

Dobson. As much as I appreciate some of the things that he produces, I’m shocked at the failure of this 

professed Christian to root his concern for the family in this: it has to do with the glory of God in 

Christ! 

Our concern with undermining of family life in the church is the glory of God. This is why we 

are concerned with husbands being the heads in the home, with wives being subject. This is why we are 

horrified at the prevalence of divorce and remarriage, with the lack of fellowship anymore in homes! 

The glory of God is at stake! If this is not our concern, God will not bless our efforts at all. 

This is uniquely a Reformed concern. A Reformed church and Reformed believers put this on 

the top of their list of priorities in every aspect of life—church as well as home. “How does this 

behavior, or how does this confession affect the Name of our God Who saved us and demands to be 

glorified?” is the question that is important to the Reformed child of God. 

And motives, in the Christian life, are everything. 

If we are doing something with the wrong motive, God is not pleased with our effort, and will 

not bless our efforts, either. So with the Christian family. 

 

(to be continued next issue) 
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