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December 1 

THAT MOST PRECIOUS GIFT Although the world is full of people who look forward to 

celebrating Christmas, that does not mean that they all are Christians. For many it is not Christ’s 

coming into our flesh that interests them. They are interested in one whom they call Santa Claus, or 

Saint Nicholas, or merely in worldly gifts. It is not the gift that Christ brought us that interests them. 

Rather, it is the lust of the flesh, of the eyes, and of the pride of life that fills them with joy on 

Christmas Day. 

As Christians, however, we should, from now until the day the believers celebrate Christmas, 

consider more deeply what He earned for us and presents to us in God’s grace. To prepare us for that 

day, and to deepen our appreciation of what He did and does for us, we should listen to what our God 

gave us through Isaiah and the other Old Testament prophets. 

Today let us note this glorious truth: “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye 

comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is 

pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins” (Isaiah 40:1, 2). 

Let us note first of all that Christmas is a day of blessedness only for God’s children, for believers 

to whom He gives a new spiritual life. Let us also take note of the fact that it is not a day wherein we 

are to celebrate what men give unto us, but a day to rejoice with thanksgiving in what God gives us 

through His Son; and what He TOOK AWAY from us, namely our guilt and unholiness! 

By all means have that wonderful gift and work of God before your mind now, as we approach the 

day of Christ’s birth, but also on that day when we celebrate His coming in our flesh for our salvation. 

Salvation is a most wonderful gift of God’s grace. We are going to lose every gift that man gives unto 

us; but rejoice in God’s everlasting gift of love, mercy, and grace. Read: Isaiah 40:1-8. 

 

December 2 

OUR ALMIGHTY SAVIOR’S COMING Having yesterday considered our calling to look forward 

to our celebration of God’s wonderful gift to us, namely, His Son, and through Him salvation, we 

should today go a step further into this rich truth. 

In Isaiah 40:10 we read, “Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule 

for him; behold his reward is with him, and his work before him.” Here we have a very comforting 

truth in regard to our Savior’s birth. He came with a strong arm and hand, which will fulfill all God’s 

promises to us—from the promise He gave us the day we fell into sin, onward to those in the book of 

Revelation. He will crush the head of Satan and his hosts through the crushing of His heel on the cross. 

The victory for us is absolutely sure! 

This is true because, as Isaiah presented it, when Christ suffers on His cross it is God, as He came 

into our flesh, Who is realizing salvation for us. Christ is the second Person in the Holy Trinity Who 

died in His human nature, in order that we may be raised to heavenly glory through Him. He came, not 

as the strongest man, but as the almighty God. The strongest man, Adam, could not stand before Satan. 

He fell. But the almighty God came in our flesh to save us fully by His strong hand and arm. He Who is 

the I AM, realized for us what we will be everlastingly. We must say, “I will do this or that, if God 

gives me strength.” He, the I AM, depends on no one and nothing. Indeed, all things depend upon Him. 

We have an almighty Savior. 

What a blessed gift our Savior is! How wonderful it is that we have the almighty God as our Savior, 

the Savior before Whom Satan and all his host of fallen angels and ungodly men cannot stand! Our 



salvation is sure because our almighty Savior came and is realizing our salvation in all that which is 

taking place in the world. Read: John 14:1-11. 

 

December 3 

OUR CERTAIN AND ALMIGHTY PROTECTION Salvation is sure because our Savior is the 

almighty God come into our flesh, and come to represent us and bring us out of our guilt, our evil 

nature, and our death and into everlasting life and heavenly glory. Christ, Whose birthday is 

approaching, will take good care of us and bring us to the glory which God has promised us. This is 

pictured beautifully in Isaiah 40:11, where we find these comforting words: “He shall feed his flock 

like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently 

lead those that are with young.” 

The comforting truth here is that He loves us. All that which we read here tells us that truth, 

revealing how greatly He loves us and cares for us. All that which we read here tells us that He will 

give us everything that we need to reach the heavenly glory that God promised us. As our shepherd He 

will feed us, bring us what we need, and supply us every day with the necessities of our life. He loves 

us. This is manifested also in the tender care and protection that we receive from His hand. The 

shepherd pictured here reveals that so clearly in gathering the lambs, carrying them in His bosom, 

gently leading those with young. We have almighty and wonderful protection from all our enemies, and 

the tender loving care of an almighty Savior. 

No creature needs protection as much as does a sheep, which cannot fight against the wolves, bears, 

and lions. No animal needs to be led to green pastures as does a sheep. Our shepherd does this for us. 

On the day we celebrate His birth we are called not only to rejoice, but also to praise God for having 

sent Him Who earned our salvation by His suffering and death. Satan and the antichristian world 

cannot keep us from the glory God promised in our Savior. Be confident that He has you in His bosom 

and is coming back to fulfill all God’s promises to us. Read: Psalm 23. 

 

December 4 

A SONG FOR EVERY DAY Days and weeks before the day man calls “Christmas” arrives, there 

are songs sung which afterward are set aside for months. They are called “Christmas carols,” some of 

which do sing about Christ and His birth. Some are beautiful, with truths that express Christ as our 

Savior, and have very pleasing music. Some reveal absolutely no thought about Him and our salvation. 

But we had better take a firm hold on what God declares in Isaiah 42:10. There God Himself calls 

us to “Sing unto the Lord a new song, and His praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the 

sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof.” That song we must sing all through 

life, and not merely a few days before what we call Christmas. 

The world sings it because it enjoys the music, not because of the truth presented in these songs. 

They sing them to please men, not to praise God. We do well to heed this word of God that we sing 

unto the Lord a new song, a song of praise to God. We may sing before men, as a choir, or as a soloist. 

But by all means sing unto the Lord. And let us sing it from the heart, not merely from the mouth. Let 

us sing God’s praises, and not sing to get man’s praises directed to us for having sung those words with 

that music. 

That song must be a new song. It must not be the old songs the flesh of man sings because of 

delight in music. Since God sent His Son to save us there is a new song, a song of redemption, a song 

of God’s grace and tender mercy upon those whom He chose in Christ. 

Can we, after we celebrate the birth of Christ, forget what He did for us? If His birth means a little 

to us for only a short period of time in the year, His cross and the salvation which He realized for us 

will also be a superficial and temporary thing. 

Let us every day, in our hearts, sing a new song to Jehovah, for the wonders He has wrought. Read: 

Psalm 98. 



December 5 

CREATED FOR GOD’S GLORY What is coming in the future is frightening, unless we know and 

believe Who, not simply what, is coming. Wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes in diverse places, and 

the cruel reign of the Antichrist are coming soon, according to what our God tells us in His Word. But 

the Christian is looking for Christ to come. 

And on what the world calls Christmas (but for us is Christ’s birthday, and not a mass which we 

celebrate) we will rejoice, because Christ came and is using all things to bring about the day when we 

shall enter His kingdom with body as well as soul. Our God, in Isaiah 43:7, declares that He has 

redeemed us, “Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have 

formed him; yea, I have made him.” This refers to those who in verse 6 are called His sons and daugh-

ters. 

Today these sons and daughters are called Christians, which means not only that they belong to 

Christ, but that they are spiritually like Him. Only such should be called Christians. And when in a few 

days we celebrate His birthday, we must not overlook the fact that He, the Son of God, causes us to be 

the children of God. Only such may be called Christians, for only they belong to Christ as members of 

His body, the church. 

We should, on the day we celebrate His birth, but also every day in our lives, reveal that truth that 

we were created through Christ to God’s glory. Yes, by His cross He saved us from our guilt and 

punishment. But He also by His Spirit re-creates us so that we may and do glorify God. On the day 

called Christmas we should celebrate Christ’s coming as that work of God’s grace whereby He causes 

us to be those who glorify Him consciously and willingly. 

That is a wonderful gift which God gives us. What a blessed truth! Our glory is that we were made 

capable of glorifying God. That will be our wonderful life when Christ returns. Read: Isaiah 43:1-7. 

 

December 6 

OUR POWERFUL REDEEMER Let us take hold of the truth which we find in Isaiah 47:4. And let 

us confess it with our lips, but also by our whole walk of life. 

There we read, “As for our redeemer, the Lord of hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel.” Now, 

plainly, our God is here speaking through Isaiah of Jesus Christ our Savior. For He is our Redeemer. He 

bought us out of our guilty state, and caused us to be freed from the everlasting punishment which we 

deserve. He brought us back to covenant fellowship with God. And through Him God gives us a most 

wonderful present, the most wonderful possible. 

Our salvation is a complete deliverance from the curse which we deserve, and it is a gift of 

everlasting value. Christmas presents given by man soon wear out, or no longer fit our needs and 

desires. The gift we received as little children does not compare with what we desire as adults. But 

salvation brings redemption; bestows upon us that which we need desperately; and never, never wears 

out. It is that which we never want discarded. 

For our Redeemer is the Lord of Hosts, the Holy One of Israel. HE is God’s gift to us. What a gift! 

To receive the Redeemer is wonderful. A Savior Who is the Lord of Hosts assures us that we will get a 

most precious gift, yea, that we already have a most precious gift, a Savior Who cannot be stopped in 

His work of salvation upon us. 

We will most assuredly with our souls enter heavenly glory, the moment we die here on this earth. 

And our bodies will most assuredly be raised so that with body and soul we enter the new Jerusalem. 

For the world, and for Satan who is the prince of this world, Christ’s birth means a complete defeat. 

For us it means a most blessed gift. We have a most powerful Redeemer. He did redeem us one hundred 

per cent. And there is no one that can stop Him from bringing us that everlasting present of covenant 

fellowship with God in the glory of His kingdom of heaven. Read: Revelation 22. 

 

December 7 



THAT WONDERFUL GIFT OF SALVATION What do you need more than anything else? What is 

the most precious gift that you want God to give you? Can you rejoice and be glad because of what 

God took away from you? Or are you more interested in what He can give to you? Is salvation a gift to 

you, or a work whereby He takes something from you? 

Salvation is both of these works of God. We look forward to celebrating the day of Christ’s birth 

because it tells us that He gave us a Savior. But remember also that He gave us this Savior so that our 

guilt and corrupt natures might be taken away from us. He made it possible for us to leave our way 

down to hell. He gave us a Savior Who will bring us up to heaven. 

To appreciate this we must take hold of the truth which we find in Jeremiah 23:6, where we read, 

“In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell in safety: and this is his name whereby he shall 

be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

We have here both the taking away, which is implied in that word “saved,” and the giving of the 

gift, which is implied in those words “dwell in safety.” What hurts He removed, and what gives us 

peace and joy He gives. Our unrighteousness He removes, and He Whose name is the Lord Our 

Righteousness gives us righteousness. 

We should also note that Jeremiah here speaks not simply of Christ’s “day,” but of His “days.” 

What is more, His day began when in Bethlehem He was born; but His days as our Savior are still here, 

and will be here everlastingly in the new Jerusalem. Although in a special way we may celebrate one 

day a year concerning His coming day, we have the calling to thank Him every day for what He took 

from us and for what He gives unto us. 

Take that blessed truth along with you the rest of your days here on this earth. Use every day which 

He gives you in confessing Him to have made you righteous, and in taking away all your guilt and 

punishment. Read: Jeremiah 23:1-8. 

 

December 8 

JEHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS What we considered yesterday is the truth that we have 

salvation as a wonderful gift from God. This is explained in Jeremiah 23:6 by the truth that our Savior 

is “The Lord our righteousness.” Today we had better delve a bit deeper into that truth. 

Jeremiah wrote in this verse that God’s church—called Judah and Israel in the text —shall be saved 

and will dwell safely. All this is presented to us because Israel was a type of God’s church. The name 

“Israel,” which was given to Jacob, means “Prince of God.” The name “Lord” here in Jeremiah 23:5 is 

literally “Jehovah”; and, as we noted, “Jehovah” means “I Am.” Thus, what Jeremiah wrote was that 

Jehovah Our Righteousness is our Savior’s name. 

Now, Christ is called this because He is the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. He came to dwell in 

our flesh, but His person is that of the Son of God. This explains how He could suffer and die and 

thereby pay for our sins. 

He saved us in the sense of redeeming us, that is, of buying salvation for us by His blood and 

suffering. That punishment and death we deserve. He bought freedom from these, and He also bought 

everlasting blessedness. Redemption does not merely set us free from punishment, but also gives us 

everlasting glory and joy. 

What a salvation then do we have! What a blessed day it was when God Himself came into our 

flesh in order to take away our guilt and give us heavenly blessedness! We are not simply freed from 

the cruelty and wickedness of our spiritual enemies. We are given unspeakable joy through Christ as 

the Lord Our Righteousness. Jehovah, the I Am Who changes not, made us righteous. 

This day which men call Christmas is the day when God gave us a most wonderful and everlasting 

gift. We are righteous, because we belong to Jehovah the Righteous One. Thank God for making you 

righteous through Jehovah Our Righteousness. Read: Psalm 130. 

 

December 9 



OUR SURE AND BLESSED REST A few days ago we took note of the truth that Jesus Christ our 

Savior is our Redeemer, which means that He bought us out of our guilt and the curse, which we by 

nature deserve because we fell in Adam. 

A beautiful truth, that stands in connection with this purchase of our salvation, we find in Jeremiah 

50:34. There we read: “Their Redeemer is strong; the Lord of hosts is his name: he shall thoroughly 

plead their cause, that he may give rest to the land, and disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon.” 

Let us today take note of the truth that our Redeemer’s name is Lord of Hosts. Here again, that 

word “Lord” is the Hebrew word “Jehovah,” that is, “I Am.” The point to note here is that He is 

Jehovah of Hosts; and a host is a multitude of people. Do not then think that the church is only a 

handful of people, even though Satan’s army of sinners is far greater in number. 

The comforting truth here is that, as we approach the day of celebrating the birth of our Savior, we 

are assured that our Redeemer saves a host of sinners. God has chosen a host of sinners, a very large 

group out of every nation, tongue, and tribe, and established Him as their Redeemer. That body of 

Christ will have an exact number of members, and there will be a host like the sand on the seashore 

(Hebrews 11:12). 

Today, and on what is called Christmas Day, thank God for the assurance that we are going to get a 

land of rest, and that we have a strong Redeemer Who is Jehovah, the I AM, Who is unchangeable, and 

almighty to realize every word in every promise which our God has given us. 

What a comforting truth there is in what we ought to celebrate on the day of Christ’s birth. We have 

a strong Redeemer, the Lord of hosts, Who will bring us victory and a most blessed rest in His 

kingdom. Read: Matthew 11:20-30. 

 

December 10 

THAT PRECIOUS IMPORTANT GIFT In a little more than two weeks, Christmas presents will be 

given and received. What present would you want to receive? What would you call a most precious and 

important gift? Would it be what is presented to us through Ezekiel as God’s gift to the members of His 

church? In Ezekiel 36:26 we read, “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 

you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.” 

Do you want that? Or are there other gifts that you prefer above and instead of that gift? Do men 

please you with what they give, and do these gifts give you more joy than that gift of which God here 

speaks? Do you look forward to what is called Christmas Day, because you want what you consider to 

be more valuable things than such a heart? If on that day you will get only one gift, would you choose 

that to be the present you would most like to receive? 

We need a heart to receive any gift. When our heart stops beating we lose all our earthly 

possessions. It is indeed a most wonderful work of God when, as our text states, He takes away our 

hard, sinful heart and gives us a new, soft heart that loves Him, and causes us to want to serve and 

glorify Him. 

Man comes into this world with a stony heart. With such a heart all men are born, for we come into 

this world without the smallest love for God, and with a heart that hates Him. We all come into this 

world hardhearted, having hearts that reveal a spirit of hatred against God and against all the things of 

His kingdom. Christ’s birth then is not in our judgment a blessing. 

As believers we must appreciate that birth of Christ, Who came in order to bring us this gift of 

hearts that love God. That is a most precious gift. It reveals the blessedness of God’s love for us. Read: 

Ezekiel 36:16-27. 

 

December 11 

THAT ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY GIFT What do you want? Yesterday we considered what God 

promised to give us, namely, new hearts. Without that new heart there will be nothing spiritually new in 



our lives, but sin will continue and abound. But there is something of deeper need than a new heart, and 

David presents that in Psalm 23. 

In Psalm 23:1 he wrote, “The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want.” We need Christ as our 

shepherd so badly. For our new hearts to beat in love of God we need Christ as our shepherd. For we 

are God’s sheep, and we are greatly in need of a shepherd. Let us go back to that first promise that God 

gave us the day we fell into sin in Adam. 

In Genesis 3:15 the whole human race is presented as consisting in two spiritual parts. One is the 

seed of the woman, and the other is the seed of the serpent. What is more, the seed of the serpent will 

do all in its power to try to kill the seed of the woman. That does not mean merely to kill physically, as 

Cain killed his brother Abel. But the seed of the serpent is Satan’s tool whereby he tries to kill us 

spiritually and make us hate God and His Christ. 

From that point of view let it be understood that although the seed of the woman are sheep, the seed 

of the serpent are wolves who attack and try to eat up the seed of the woman. Do not overlook the fact 

which we find presented in Matthew 7:15, where we are told to beware of false prophets, which come 

to us in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves. 

Appreciate then that truth which our God gave us through David. We have been given a shepherd 

Who will keep us safe. Take hold of that truth in your celebration of Christ’s birth. What a wonderful, 

but also very necessary, gift. That gift is far more important than all the gold and silver in this world. 

This is a gift which assures us of being kept safe, and sure of entering Christ’s kingdom of heaven. He 

will keep our new hearts in us, and keep the seed of the serpent from stopping those hearts. Read: 

Psalm 23. 

 

December 12 

THAT WONDERFUL AND COMFORTING TRUTH It is true that in a physical sense we have 

many needs. There is so much that is necessary for our lives as creatures. But what is above all 

necessary is that which our lives from a spiritual point of view stand in need of, and which must be 

given us. That is why, as we considered yesterday, we have that wonderful truth of Psalm 23:1 that 

“The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want.” 

However, what we ought to take hold of and keep before our minds is that God Himself speaks here 

through David and tells us that we have no want, for we have a shepherd Who supplies all our needs. 

Because Christ is our Shepherd, we have what is necessary to bring us from hell to heaven, from sin 

and guilt to holiness and righteousness. The question before us is whether we want these presents, and 

whether we will praise and thank God on the day we celebrate Christ’s birth for this wonderful, all-

important gift. 

Take hold of that truth: We want nothing! God has sent His Son to do all that which is necessary to 

bring us out of all our punishment and guilt, and from all our unholiness and godlessness. 

Consider that as it is because of Christ’s birth, which took place about 2,000 years ago, that we call 

the year in which we find ourselves A.D. 1996. That means that we are in the year 1996 of our Lord; 

for the letters “A.D.,” an abbreviation of “anno domini,” mean “in the year of our Lord.” 

1996 years ago our God gave us our Lord, Who is our good shepherd Who took away all our wants, 

and gave us all that which our salvation calls for or wants for its realization. 

We have Christ today as our shepherd, and we lack nothing and no one necessary for our full 

salvation. He did die for us, rose again and ascended into heaven to prepare places for us. 

What a gift! And what a calling we have to celebrate the day of His birth with praise and 

thanksgiving to God. Read: John 10:1-18. 

 

December 13 

THAT GIFT OF SPIRITUAL STRENGTH Life is a wonderful gift which our God is pleased to 

bestow upon us. But how much we are going to use our life depends upon how much strength God is 



pleased to give us. A paralyzed person has life but is very limited in the strength of some of his 

members, limited as to what he can do. 

It is therefore also so very important that we are given spiritual strength as well as spiritual life, so 

that we can serve God by walking in good works. In Psalm 29:11 David wrote, “The Lord will give 

strength unto his people.” We must take note of the fact that He is speaking to a special people to whom 

God had given that special gift of spiritual strength. 

Is it not plain that God gives physical strength to all men? In Him we live and move and have our 

being (Acts 17:28). What counts, however, is whether God gives us spiritual strength, and how much of 

this He gives us. Does He enables us to walk in love to Himself? How able are we to walk in love for 

Him? All the born-again have some strength to do this. But certainly we all must pray for more 

strength. 

We do thank God for earthly things and experiences. That is our calling. But by all means thank 

God for strength and ability to walk in love to Him. And pray for more strength in order to serve Him 

in love more fully. 

Because that strength is a gift made possible by the gift of His Son in our flesh, we owe God 

thanks. We should remember this when in a few days we celebrate the gift of His Son. Through His 

Son that gift of spiritual strength may be and is given us. When, then, we celebrate His birth, let us 

remember and give thanks to God for spiritual strength. That is more important than the physical 

strength which He gives us. To be spiritually strong is a wonderful gift through His Son Whom in His 

grace He gave us to be our King. Read: Psalm 28. 

 

December 14 

THAT BLESSED GIFT OF PEACE Yesterday we briefly considered the gift of spiritual strength 

which our God is pleased to give us, and which is listed in Psalm 29:11. In this verse we also find the 

gift of peace. The complete verse declares, “The Lord will give strength unto his people; the Lord will 

bless his people with peace....” 

What we should bear in mind first of all is that this peace is given only to those to whom God gives 

spiritual strength, which strength is mentioned in the first part of this verse. To enjoy this peace we 

need spiritual strength. 

The idea here is not that we have peace with men in this life. No, the day we fell into sin in Adam 

God told the devil and us that there will be enmity, a war between mankind with crushing of heads and 

heels (Genesis 3:15). 

What is so wonderful is that we, the seed of the woman, have peace with God. Not only does He 

deal with us in peace, but He strengthens us spiritually so that we can live in peace with Him, walking 

in love for Him. 

Let us then, on the day we celebrate the birth of His Son, remember that He has given us the 

wonderful change whereby we no longer hate Him and fight against Him and His holy law, but strive to 

do what pleases Him and glorifies Him as our God and Father. 

Indeed, what the psalmist says is so very true. This peace with God is a blessing. David states that 

God will bless us with peace. The question is whether we are doing that which pleases God. The 

question is not whether we want God to do what pleases us, but whether we consider it a blessed gift 

that he has made us able to please Him. Read: Psalm 29. 

 

December 15 

GIVEN OUR HEART’S DESIRE We need more and more strength to live in peace with God. And 

we should more and more be thankful to God for the strength and peace which He gives us. Here are 

wonderful gifts which only God can give us. 

It is understandable that children desire certain toys or other objects as birthday presents and 

Christmas gifts. But the adult child of God should desire what David desired and presented to us in 



Psalm 37:4. There we read, “Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine 

heart.” The truth here is that when we delight in the Lord, He will grant us what we desire. That limits 

severely what we are going to get; but it assures us that we will get what we desire. 

Surely, it is difficult for a child of God to desire fellowship with God. We came into this world, by 

nature, as seed of the serpent, those who hate God and want nothing to do with Him and His law. On 

the day when the church celebrates the birth of Christ, the world very clearly reveals that it does not 

delight in the Lord but in earthly things and in that which satisfies their sinful flesh. It would be far 

better for us not to call that day Christmas. What some call their Mass is not taught in Scripture; and 

although calling it Christmas does not make it our day for celebrating a Mass, we ought to avoid that 

word. 

To delight in the Lord means to find joy in serving Him and in having covenant fellowship with 

Him. It means that we find delight in spiritual things, and that we agree with David when in Psalm 27:4 

he says, “One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of 

the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.” 

Is that delightful to you? Is that the one thing that controls all the rest of the things which you 

desire? Will that be the one thing that is in your mind when that day arrives when we will celebrate the 

birth of our Savior? Is having Him as your Savior the one thing that you desire, and that which 

characterizes all your walk of life? Read: Psalm 37. 

 

December 16 

GIVEN ALL THAT WHICH IS GOOD Two precious gifts which God gives us are grace and glory. 

That truth we find presented in Psalm 84:11. In that verse we read, “For the Lord God is a sun and 

shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk 

uprightly.” 

Now grace is favor. It means that we have not earned salvation and its blessings, but have it given 

to us apart from anything which we did. And glory is the radiation, the shining forth, of virtue. Take 

hold then of that comforting truth that God will not withhold from us any good thing, and will always 

give us that which is good for us. 

Since God will not withhold any good thing from those who walk uprightly, we must believe that, 

in all circumstances of life, what He sends upon us is for our good and serves, bringing us to the glory 

He promises His people. So very clearly this is revealed in the birth of our Savior. In His grace God 

sent His own Son to die for us. We do not deserve it. Christ most assuredly is the most precious gift 

which God gave us in His grace. He, Christ, brings us out of our guilt, and thus out of hell; and He 

brings us to heaven where the highest glory for human beings will be bestowed upon us. 

Christ’s birth, then, is that good thing which He in His grace gave us so that we would reach 

heavenly glory. Joseph supplied nothing, and Mary was God’s tool whereby He brought us our Savior. 

God’s grace used Mary so that we could come out of the curse and be raised to glory. 

Walk uprightly, then, and you will have the assurance that Christ came for you, and that He most 

assuredly will bring you to the glory that Christ now has and is realizing for all His people. 

Therefore also walk uprightly, and you will have reason to rejoice and have peace of mind on the 

day when we celebrate Christ’s birth. Then you will know that His cross is God’s work of grace for 

your glory. Read: Psalm 84. 

 

December 17 

THAT BLESSED GRANTING OF SALVATION What in your mind does the word “salvation” 

mean? From what do you want to be saved? 

The Hebrew word that we find in Psalm 85:7 means to cause one to be safe. All that which is evil 

cannot touch those who are saved. That salvation comes fully when Christ returns and we are all taken 



into the Kingdom of Heaven, and all the seed of the serpent, who are our enemies, will be cast into 

everlasting torment in the lake of fire! 

Take hold of that truth! Read Psalm 85:7. Here is what we read in it: “Show us thy mercy, O Lord, 

and grant us thy salvation.” Plainly, then, that for which the psalmist prays here (and for which we 

should also pray) is that Christ will finish His work, and bring us to that place of glory where there is 

no sin, or sinners who can touch us. In glory we will even be cut off from their sneers and hateful 

glances. 

But, above all, salvation is safety from God’s wrath and the punishment which we deserve. That 

cross of Christ is, then, such a wonderful gift. Not meaning that it is a day for Mass celebration, 

Christmas is such a wonderful day, reminding us of such a wonderful gift. 

Let us, therefore, as we approach the day when we celebrate Christ’s birth, keep that precious gift in 

mind. That gift opens the way for God to work all things together for our good. This birth of Christ 

opens the door to our right to all the blessings which God’s mercy has realized for us. 

Pray to God that He will open your eyes wider, so that you will see more clearly and richly His 

mercy which grants you salvation as a free gift, with everlasting blessedness. Pray too that He may give 

a more sinless life, so that you will find the fruit of salvation in you, the evidence that Christ was born 

in our flesh, and by His cross blotted out your guilt. And, on the day when we celebrate His birth, pray 

for more power to thank Him for His mercy and gift of salvation. Read: Psalm 85. 

 

December 18 

OUR SAVIOR GRACIOUSLY PROMISED There are from a spiritual point of view only two kinds 

of angels. There is Satan and his host that hate God, and there are the holy angels who love Him. 

Likewise, here on this earth, there are from a spiritual point of view only two kinds of people: believers 

and unbelievers. 

This tremendously important truth is revealed in Genesis 3:15, which is called the Mother Promise. 

There God said to the devil, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 

and her seed; it shall crush thy head, and thou shalt crush his heel.” In the Hebrew language, as written 

by Moses, that word is “crush,” not merely “bruise.” 

Here is the first gospel promise, for it is the first promise of the coming of Christ in our flesh. This 

enmity and spiritual difference of mankind became plain in Adam and Eve’s first two children: Cain the 

unbeliever and Abel the believer. When Cain killed Abel, the believing seed of the woman, Seth, was 

provided by our God. In the line of Seth were Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And from Jacob came 

twelve tribes, with believers and unbelievers in each tribe, the tribe of Judah being appointed by God to 

bring forth the kings. And THE King came when from the virgin Mary Christ was born. Here is a 

tremendously important truth. Christ is the Seed of the Woman. He will deliver the church completely 

from the coming Antichrist who is the Seed of Satan. The truth which we should take hold of, as we 

approach the day when we celebrate the birth of Christ, is that Christmas does clearly reveal to us 

God’s faithfulness to all His promises. 

Christmas is coming in a week. As we approach it, let us take hold of the truth that God always 

fulfills perfectly every promise that He gives us. Satan’s head is going to be crushed, as will also the 

head of his spiritual seed. But ours is the victory, because the Son of God came into our flesh and 

represented us and saved us by His cross. Read: Galatians 3:1-16. 

 

December 19 

THE FULFILLING OF GOD’S PROMISE As we noted yesterday, the very day when man fell into 

sin, God promised the coming of Christ to save us from Satan’s power, and from the punishment we 

deserve because of our sin and guilt. Today we will look a bit more closely at God’s faithfulness to His 

promises. 



To do this let us turn to Isaiah 11:1, where we read, “And there shall come forth a rod out of the 

stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.” Our God, Who told Satan that He would crush 

his head through Christ, Whose heel Satan would crush, presents to us here a wonderfully comforting 

truth. Because Satan crushes our heel, that is, persecutes us, and brings death upon the woman’s seed, 

and God’s Son has His heel crushed, that is, suffers death on His cross, we will have the victory. On the 

day when we celebrate Christ’s birth we can enjoy this truth. 

So often it looks as though God is not keeping His promise to us. The crushing of our heel seems to 

deny His faithfulness. But it is not so. 

In Judah the line of David, which God set aside to bring forth our King, ended in a virgin. That 

made it look hopeless for a king to be born. It looked, as we read in Isaiah 53:2, as though the dry 

ground could not bring forth a tree. Mary, the virgin, could find no husband in that line of Jesse and 

David. Joseph, whom she planned on marrying, could not bring forth the royal seed of David. He was a 

dry ground, and she was therefore also dry ground. 

But as we look forward to celebrating Christ’s birth, let us read those words of Isaiah in chapter 

53:2, namely, “For he (Christ) shall grow up before him (God) as a tender plant, and as a root out of a 

dry ground.” 

Remember then that this fulfillment of God’s promise through the virgin Mary reveals that no 

matter how dark the future may look, Christ will come, and God’s promise to us in Him will be 

completely fulfilled. Celebrate Christmas then with this comforting truth in your mind. Read: Isaiah 

11. 

 

December 20 

OUR REDEEMER’S COMING All over the world, Christmas is celebrated. But it is not celebrated 

properly by the majority of the human race. What is important is that we observe it as the day when we 

received the most precious gift that there is. We should hold on to the truth as we find it in Isaiah 59:20, 

where we read, “And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in 

Jacob, saith the Lord.” 

Here are two important truths for which we must be thankful and which we must remember in our 

Christmas celebration. Christ is our Redeemer, that is, the one Who bought us salvation by His cross. 

And He comes for only some of the human race, the part here called Zion. 

The sad fact is that our earthly Christmas presents at Christmas time take our thoughts away from 

this most wonderful gift of Christ and the salvation which He earned for us by His cross, the gift of the 

forgiveness of our sins and everlasting covenant fellowship with God. He takes away from us our guilt, 

and gives us an everlasting life with much closer fellowship and friendship with God than the highest 

angels have. We have that wonderful gift of becoming sons and daughters of the almighty God. He 

takes from us the guilt and misery into which Satan led us, and blesses us with sweet communion with 

God. 

Whether He came for us and bought this salvation for us to enjoy is revealed in the gift He gives us 

already in this life. He will cause us to be born again with a new spiritual life which hates sin and wants 

to walk in a way pleasing in God’s eyes. He came from heaven in order to bring us heavenly 

blessedness. And turning away from transgressions, hating sin and walking in love to God, reveals that 

this is His Christmas gift to us. 

Even as He came once to earn all this, and be raised with a glorified body, He will come again to 

bring it fully unto us. Read: Romans 11:22-27. 

 

December 21 

THAT DIVINE SIGN A sign is a tool that brings information from those who are not with you to 

speak to you. The sign on the building stating that it is for sale tells you what those who own it say, 

while they are not there to do it with their mouths. 



Thus also in Isaiah 7:14 we read, “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

Our God is here speaking to us through a work which He performs, so that we might have this truth 

and enjoy its blessedness. This work is a sign through which He speaks to us. 

There is a very important truth here that we must believe. Our God has done for us that which no 

creature can do. A virgin cannot bring forth a son. Yet God did this humanly impossible work, causing a 

child to be born by a virgin and bringing us salvation through that Son. 

We cannot save ourselves, because we are spiritually dead; and our sin calls for an everlasting 

punishment. Our Savior must be the eternal Son of God, Who never sinned and Whose work has 

everlasting value. 

Our God did for us what we do not deserve, and saved us from what we do deserve. In that virgin 

birth we have a divine sign which tells us that we owe Him everlasting thanks for this gift of His grace. 

We should bear this in mind when in a few days we celebrate that birth of Christ. 

God Himself came into our flesh by a virgin birth so that we might become His spiritual sons and 

daughters. And when Christ returns pretty soon we are going to have an everlasting day of celebrating 

this wonder work of God’s grace, this mighty work whereby He has changed us. 

Read the sign and rejoice in the truth that He saves us by a wonder work of His sovereign grace. 

Read: Luke 1:26-35. 

 

December 22 

HUMBLE SUBMISSION In the wonder of God’s grace a virgin brought forth the Christ-child. Our 

salvation became possible because of what our God did in His grace. Mary brought forth this Child, but 

she did so because God worked upon her and through her. The praise and thanksgiving must be given 

to God. 

Our God made Mary a devout believer. In Luke 1:38 we read, “And Mary said, Behold the 

handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.” We ought to consider how wonderfully 

God worked. As hard as it was for Mary’s flesh to do what would rule her in the eyes of mankind as an 

harlot, she bowed before God and believed that this humanly impossible birth of the Savior would take 

place. She would suffer shame before men, but she would walk in a way pleasing in God’s eyes. 

Note the statement, “Be it unto me according to thy word.” Note also that she called herself God’s 

hand-maid, that is, servant. Although we cannot perform the work which Mary accomplished, we can 

and must say to our God, “I am Thy servant. Do unto me what pleases Thee. Give me grace and ability 

to do Thy will in all my walk of life.” How much of that did you do today? 

Let us therefore also, with a view to the observance of the day when we celebrate Christ’s birth, 

serve God by thanking Him for this gift of His Son. Let us enter Christmas not only seeing it as the day 

of God’s almighty power and infinite wisdom displaying themselves, but also as the day of His love 

and grace to send His own Son into our flesh to die for us that we may live with Him in everlasting 

blessedness. 

Christ’s coming in our flesh opens the way for us to come into sweet communion with God through 

blotted out sins, and by a new life given us by His Spirit. Christmas must be a thanksgiving day that 

moves us to daily thanks-giving for salvation as the gift of His grace. Read: Matthew 1:18-25. 

 

December 23 

GOD’S MERCY UPON US On Christmas Day it is a custom to give enjoyable presents to loved 

ones. But it is a blessing which God gives us in order that we may be with Him in His house of many 

mansions. And the blessedness of Christmas is also that which God takes away from us. For what He 

takes from us, namely, our guilt, makes that dwelling with Him in glory possible. 

We need to have our guilt removed by the blotting out of our sins. Therefore our Christmas must be 

a day wherein we praise God’s name and thank Him for the work of His grace that sent His Son to be 



our Savior. It must also be a day wherein we do this for His mercy, as Mary said to Elisabeth when she 

visited her, “And His mercy is on them that fear Him from generation to generation.” 

Now mercy is kindness, compassion, pity, tenderness. We sinners certainly need that, because 

Adam, the first man in the human race, brought guilt upon the whole human race. From Adam we 

received those totally depraved natures that add sin to sin all the days of our lives. 

On Christmas we must remember how guilty we are in Adam, and because of our own sinful walk 

of life. Our guilt must be taken from us in order that blessings may be given unto us. 

At Christmas, but also every day in our lives, we must come to God with thankfulness for His 

mercy as well as for the gifts of His grace. Take note of the fact that God’s mercy is “on them that fear 

Him.” This means that it is only on the believers. For to fear God is to believe that He alone is God, 

and that Christ is His Son come into our flesh. 

If you have that fear, that awesome respect and trust in God, you may be sure that He sent His Son 

to take away your guilt, and to bring you to everlasting blessedness in His kingdom of heaven. His 

sending of His Son opened the way for His blotting out of our guilt. Christ’s coming in our flesh made 

it possible for us to come with Him into heavenly glory. Read: Luke 1:46-56. 

 

December 24 

SAVED BY GRACE Two women were informed by our God that our Savior was going to be born 

in the line of David. But He also informed a man, and even told him what name should be given to the 

Son of God in our flesh. In Matthew 1:21 we read that to Joseph it was said, “And she shall bring forth 

a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins....” 

This man, engaged to become the husband of Mary, had first thought that she had sinned. He 

intended therefore to put her away. In verse 19 we read that he, being a just man, and not willing to 

make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily. 

To this Joseph was given the wonderful truth that we should take hold of, and hold on to with all 

our spiritual strength, namely, “He shall save his people from their sins.” By all means take hold of that 

truth on Christmas Day. That forgiveness of our sins is a most wonderful gift of God’s grace. Worldly 

gifts and presents do not even stand in the shade of that gift of God’s grace. 

Tomorrow we celebrate Christ’s birth, and the chief attraction of that day is not what men or 

women give us, not what human brothers and sisters do for us, but what Christ, the Son of God in our 

flesh, did for us and is doing daily for us. 

Let us tomorrow sing God’s praises. Let us thank Him for what He took from us, and for what He 

gave us in its place. Let us before the world testify that Christ is the Savior. For that name “Jesus” 

means “Jehovah Saves.” Let us tomorrow, and every day, rejoice that our guilt has been taken away, 

and that we are given righteousness and holiness as a free gift of God’s grace. Let us sing a new song to 

Jehovah for the wonders He has wrought. Read: Psalm 98. 

 

December 25 

GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY A blessed Christmas to you. For what our God through an angel 

declared in Luke 2:10 presents to us a most blessed truth. Through an angel our covenant God says to 

us, “Fear not, for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” And these 

good tidings are that unto us a Savior has been born, which is Christ the Lord. 

It is true that His name “Jesus” means “Jehovah saves,” for He is the Son of God, the First Person 

in the Holy Trinity, come into our flesh. But that He is Christ means that He is in our flesh the anointed 

one, anointed by God to represent and bless us. And that He is Lord means that He rules over us, but 

also over all creation with its creatures for our good. 

What more precious gift could be given us on Christmas Day? What more powerful and sure Savior 

can there be than one Who is rightly by God called Christ and Lord? For He is God’s anointed Head of 



His church. And as Lord He can and does bring to us the most precious gifts that there are and will be 

in the new creation. 

He is not a lord, but The Lord Who has complete control over all creation. That He is Christ means 

that He is God’s choice for the position of representing us on the cross in order to open the door for us 

to enter everlasting blessedness. 

Take hold of that truth! His gift to us will never, no never, wear out. His gift is not something we 

outgrow, like toys given us at Christmas when we were little children. No, this day speaks to us of the 

good tidings of great joy that will never end, and that are so rich that we will never become weary of 

them. Our joy in them will everlastingly increase. 

Rejoice then today, but also all the rest of the days of your life here below. Thank Him for this gift 

which is an everlasting blessedness wrought for us through Christ, the eternal Son of God. Read: 

Isaiah 40:1-11. 

 

December 26 

SEEING AND BELIEVING Although they were shepherds watching their flock of sheep by night, 

they did not yet know and understand the message of the angel that this child Who was born in 

Bethlehem is The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. But they did believe what the 

angel told them, and they went to “see this thing which had come to pass.” They were believers and 

revealed strong faith in Him as their Savior. 

We read that they came with haste and found the babe lying in a manger. Of all places for a 

newborn child to be born! What humility it showed for one Who the angel said was their Savior! What 

is so revealing, and what is evidence that He is our Savior, is the fact that He, as the Son of God in our 

flesh, caused the shepherds to make “known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this 

child” (Luke 2:17). 

Here, indeed, is instruction and exhortation to us. Christmas is past. But is its truth past as far as 

your life is concerned? You still have the gifts your loved ones gave you yesterday. But do you cherish 

and appreciate more today than you did a year ago the gift of God’s Son, after celebrating the birth of 

Christ? 

Since last year we added a load of sin to our sins of the past. These sins made necessary not only 

the coming of our Savior, but also His dying on the cross to save us from their punishment. Since these 

sins increased, did His birth as Savior have richer meaning yesterday than a year ago? Do you more 

enthusiastically sing with the angels, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will to 

men”? 

Seeing His cross, we ought to be far more thankful this year than last year, understanding more 

clearly what He did for us, and that He is the Lamb of God Who removed our guilt. Read: Luke 2:8-

20. 

 

December 27 

AN AWESOME AND COMFORTING PROPHECY Forty days after Jesus was born, Joseph and 

Mary brought Him to the temple to be presented to God. Of the necessity of this we read in Leviticus 

12:1-4. When they brought Him there an amazing event took place. 

An elderly man, named Simeon, had been informed that he would not die until he had seen “the 

Lord’s Christ.” And when Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to the temple “to present Him to the Lord” 

Simeon took the babe, Jesus, up in his arms and, among other things, said, “Behold, this child is set for 

the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against.” 

It may seem strange that a Savior is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel. Yet, not so, if 

we recall Genesis 3:15 where God told Satan that the human race will be divided into seed of the 

woman and seed of the serpent, these seeds hating each other, the head of the serpent’s seed being 

crushed, and the heel of the woman’s seed being crushed. This is a very important truth, for the whole 



human race fell into sin. But God is pleased to save some, causing these to hate Satan and sin. A 

promise is given that He will nullify some of Satan’s work and his temporary victory, and will work 

faith and love of God in some whom He eternally chose in Christ. 

In Christ, Who is God’s work of grace, will Satan’s work be defeated in as many members of the 

human race as it pleases God to realize this. What we have manifested to us, then, concerning this 

Child in Simeon’s arms, is a most beautiful and comforting truth about God’s grace and love for His 

elect. 

God promised to save us not only from our punishment, but also from the power and control of 

Satan. That newborn babe, Christ, manifests God’s love that will implant the love of Him in our hearts. 

What a blessed gift which we considered on the day we celebrated Christ’s birth. How wonderful that 

this enmity is realized in us against Satan and sin. Read: I John 3:1-17. 

 

December 28 

THANKFUL FOR OUR REDEMPTION It was the hand of our God that brought Simeon to the 

temple the hour that Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to be presented unto the Lord, as was required. But 

it was also the mercy of our God that caused a believing woman named Anna to be in the temple to see 

Simeon holding the Christ Child. 

This woman, more than 84 years as a widow, and about 100 years old, was spiritually as well as 

physically very spry and active. She thanked God for the gift of His Son; for we read in Luke 2:30, 

“And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that 

looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” 

Is it not amazing what control our almighty God has over all things? He preserved Simeon’s life till 

Christ was presented in the temple. He let Anna go far beyond the fourscore years of the strong (Psalm 

90:10), so that she might see our Savior, and He also preserved for us what she said about our Savior. 

She saw redemption and thanked God for it. She saw our Redeemer. She did not know that Herod 

would try to kill Him, and that He would die on a cross; but she knew that God keeps His word, and 

that here was our Savior Who most assuredly would redeem us, that is, take away all our guilt. This in 

turn meant that she believed that He would bring to us all that God promised in His Word. 

And now, as we begin to be farther and farther from the day in which we celebrated Jesus’ birth, we 

have presented here to us our calling to thank God for giving us this Redeemer. It is well that we 

celebrate that day of the month; but our calling is to thank God every day of every year for this 

wonderful gift—or present, if you want to call it that—of a Redeemer, Who not only died for our sins, 

but is now at God’s right hand preparing places for us in a holy, blessed kingdom. Do that every day, 

and not only once a year. Read: Psalm 98. 

 

December 29 

RULED BY A MERCIFUL SHEPHERD There are times when an Old Testament verse is quoted in 

the New Testament. When this happens the Greek word in the New Testament often brings out a new 

element of truth. 

We find this fact in Matthew 2:6 where we find a statement written in Micah 5:2. This difference 

we cannot find in the King James Version of the Bible. But the Greek word used by Matthew does 

enrich what Micah wrote. In Matthew 2:6 we find the chief priests and scribes stating that out of Judah 

“shall come a Governor, that shall rule the people of Israel.” However, the word “rule,” which we find 

here, and which appears also in Micah 5:2, although it presents the truth literally, means “to shepherd.” 

It means, thus, to rule as a shepherd rules the sheep of his flock. Does not Jesus Himself in John 10:14 

say, “I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine”? A shepherd loves his 

sheep and seeks to protect them from all the wolves that would like to kill them. And Christ, as our 

shepherd, protects the seed of the woman from the attacks of the seed of the serpent. A ruler can be 

cruel. A shepherd tenderly cares for his sheep, Jesus even laying down His life for His sheep. 



Here we have a blessed truth concerning Jesus and His birth, which we should appreciate and hold 

on to tightly when we celebrate His birth, but also every day of our lives. His birthday is past, but the 

truth concerning Him is everlasting. 

We have a shepherd Who willingly laid down His life to give us an everlasting and wonderful life 

with God in the new Jerusalem. Let us not set aside our appreciation of His coming in our flesh. Let us 

not set aside the truth that we have such a wonderful Savior, and think of Him only occasionally. What 

men call Christmas is past; but let us not set aside the truth of having such a merciful shepherd Who 

came to save us and bless us. Read: John 10 

 

December 30 

REMEMBERING OUR BLESSED SHEPHERD Yesterday we took note of the fact that Christ 

rules us as a shepherd Who is deeply concerned with our well-being as His sheep. 

Let us now take note of the fact that long after His birth wise men came from afar to worship Him. 

They did this many days before Herod sent out soldiers to kill all the male children two years old and 

younger. Here then are those that loved Christ, and those who hated Him and wanted Him killed. 

Let us also appreciate the fact that they came to worship Jesus long after the day of His birth. This 

underscores the truth that one day in a year is not the only time when we should reveal our spiritual 

interest in His coming as our savior and king. Our thankfulness for His coming into our flesh to save us 

from our sins must be in our hearts every day in every month of every year. Even if we live to be, as 

Anna was, 100 years old, for us to come before God to thank Him for our Savior 100 times (i.e., once a 

year) would be, not a worthy thing, but a shame. Every day, in every week, of every year we should 

come to our God and thank Him for having sent His Son as our Good Shepherd, Who is now watching 

over us in love, and preparing the way for His return to bring us to heavenly blessedness. 

Listen! We read of those wise men, who had true wisdom in their souls, that they wisely went such 

a great distance, and on a day other than the one on which Jesus was born. They revealed by this that 

they are wise men. 

Go then to God with heart and soul to thank Him for sending His Son for our salvation. Open the 

Scriptures daily to see more clearly what His Son did for us. Put all your trust in His return to finish His 

work as our Savior, our kind and tender shepherd. Confess by deeds as well as words, “The Lord is my 

Shepherd. I shall not want.” 

Then you will also say that wherewith these devotionals began the first day of this year: “Goodness 

and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

Read: Psalm 23. 

 

December 31 

OUR PROPER ATTITUDE Once more we have come to the end of a year. The question may 

properly be raised, Can you say with the psalmist, what he said in Psalm 119:65? There we read, “Thou 

hast dealt well with thy servant, O Lord, according to thy word....” 

Looking back on the year that ends today, can you say what the psalmist said in absolute sincerity? 

Or was your year full of grumbling and complaining, murmuring and expressing disappointments? 

What happened in your life this year that is coming to its close today? 

Indeed, there are events that bring us grief, sadness, and tears. Our Savior Himself wept at the tomb 

of Lazarus, and groaned when some of the Jews said, “Could not this man, which opened the eyes of 

the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died?” They did not understand His weeping 

and groaning. It is not always sinful to weep because a loved one is taken away, or when you are in 

deep pain. 

The big and important question is whether we, because of what happened this year, doubt God’s 

mercy and wisdom. How sincerely can we say, no matter what happens, that God has dealt well with 



us? How sure are we that all things work together for good to us? Do we agree with what Paul wrote in 

Romans 8:28? 

The end of all things is near. And the end of this year reminds us that an end is coming to time, and 

to this present world in its present form. 

Our calling is to believe this truth presented by the psalmist, and to confess this before the world. 

All is well for God’s people. Sing then and rejoice because all that happened and will yet happen was 

and is God dealing well with His people. The end of this year assures God’s people of the beginning of 

an endless age of covenant fellowship between God and His people. The end of this world reveals the 

end of a world of sin. Do you want to have sin brought to its end? Read: Psalm 119:65-80. 
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