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The challenging but rewarding task of the college student is to take what is taught in one’s 

classes and test the validity of the material by comparing it to biblical truth. By making this statement, I 

do not mean to exclude those who are not college students. All of God's children, whatever their 

position, are called to place the teachings and philosophies of the world under the light of Scripture in 

order to clearly see the flaws and imperfections of these teachings. College students, are however, with 

more frequency than any other group within the church, exposed to unbiblical ideas. As a student 

myself and a history major in particular, I have been introduced not only to the facts of history but also 

to the secular view of the field of history in general. This has forced me to define and refine my own 

understanding of history by heightening my awareness of the revelation of history found in the Bible. 

Briefly then, I would like to first comment on the world’s limited and distorted view of history. One of 

the clearest and most precise books on the subject of history as a field of study that I have come across 

is written by Edward Hallet Carr, a Professor of History at Cambridge University and is entitled What 

Is History? In it Carr denies any belief in divine providence “or any other of the abstractions which 

have sometimes been supposed to guide the course of events.” By attempting to remove God from the 

picture, Carr leaves an opening for an alternate view of history which he immediately fills with a 

quotation from Karl Marx: 
 

History does nothing, it possesses no immense wealth, fights no 

battles. It is rather man, real living man, who does everything, 

who possesses and fights. 
 

Carr is not satisfied, however, with merely quoting Marx. Later in the book, he offers his own 

suggestion of the purpose of studying history. He writes “To enable man to understand the society of 

the present is the dual function of history.” 

In a certain respect this is true. We are to seek to understand the past in order to more wisely 

proceed through the present and gain direction for the future. This is in part the purpose of the Old 

Testament. We read in I Corinthians 10:6 that we are to learn from the examples of the Israelites. In 

verse 11 of this chapter, we read that these things “are written for our admonition” that we may be 

instructed from history and through this instruction seek to avoid falling into the same temptations as 

the Old Testament Church. 

Job also, in his anguish, was instructed by his friend Bildad to “enquire, I pray thee, of the 

former age” (Job 8:8). Bildad here is attempting to comfort Job with the knowledge that God helps 

those that seek Him and he encourages Job to look at God’s faithfulness toward their fathers for 

evidence of this fact. 

Not only do we learn from biblical history, but we can also learn valuable lessons from 

historical happenings that are not included in the Bible. Negatively, we learn of the heresies and vain 

philosophies that become prevalent in the past and even found their way into the Church. By a study of 

history, we can be forewarned of these things and more knowledgeably guard against them in the 

present and future. Positively, we can see throughout history God’s providence as He has raised up men 

who loved and defended the Scriptures and the truth that they contain. We think of men such as Martin 

Luther, John Calvin and more recently, Herman Hoeksema. We agree then with secular historians that 

part of the usefulness of history is that from an understanding of it we can more adequately face the 

challenges of the present and future. 

We disagree, however, with the ridiculous assumption of Marx that there is no controlling 

power behind the course of history and that it is “man who does everything.” We also disagree with 

Carr’s limited idea that the function of history is to merely increase man’s understanding of and 



mastery over society. Instead we believe that not man but God is sovereignly in control of history and 

that He directs all things so that His Name is glorified and His church is gathered in time. Therefore, 

we believe that history is not an endless repeating cycle to learn from, but a divinely controlled 

continuous development. This field of study is not man’s story but His story. 

We denounce the “wisdom” of secular historians as they in their pride seek to elevate man to the 

throne of God. Instead we listen to the voice of the Lord as He speaks to us from Isaiah 44:25, “I am 

the Lord that maketh all things...that turneth wise man backward and maketh their knowledge 

foolish....” Truly, the knowledge of knowledgeable men becomes foolishness when they use their 

knowledge in the service of man rather than God. 

A knowledge of God’s Word causes us to shudder at the plight of wicked man as he remains in 

his foolishness. For they are blind to one of the greatest promises of the Bible concerning world 

history—that it will end! They are willingly ignorant that earthly history will come to its awesome 

conclusion when our Lord returns with fire and judgment (II Peter 3). 

Yet it may be asked, why does God reveal His glory and sovereignty through time? Why does 

He work through history to gather His Church? Why did He not do this immediately or at least in a 

much shorter time span? I can only answer that God, in His goodness, chose to work in this way. He 

chose to wait several thousand years before He sent His Son the first time to redeem His children and 

He has chosen to wait at least another couple thousand years before He returns for the final harvest. 

Peter reassures us, however, that this apparent delay from our perspective is not slackness on the part of 

our Lord, but an evidence of His longsuffering as He through time brings all His children to repentance 

(II Peter 3:9). We are satisfied with this and joyfully exclaim “How unsearchable are His judgments 

and His ways past finding out!” (Romans 11:33). 

There are many things about this world that we do not understand. There are the mysteries of 

history as well as riddles in every field of study. It is a good thing to educate ourselves and to learn 

about this great creation of our God but we must always balance our study of the world’s wisdom with 

the study of God’s Word wherein lies the highest wisdom. As dutiful children of the Most High God we 

seek to gain our ultimate wisdom not from the world but from the Word. 
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