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Newspapers, magazine, and journalists herald our generation as the information age. The rate of 

information available to consumers like you and me continually grows exponentially and there appears 

to be no end to this growth. Vast amounts of information are available at libraries, and through 

interlibrary loans one can obtain even the rarest books on the most obscure subjects. Cellular 

telephones, satellites, faxes, and certainly the Internet, increase the efficiency of locating and obtaining 

this information so that within seconds one can obtain an answer to almost any question. 

Because of this spreading of information and the increased ease of obtaining it, many occupa-

tions have become specialized. Doctors, for example, no longer need to be thoroughly acquainted with 

the entire body, but can specialize in one area, such as the heart, lungs, hands, or feet. If there is a 

medical problem outside the expertise of a doctor, he can either communicate with another doctor or 

refer the patient to someone else. Lawyers, engineers, auto mechanics, and even theologians have 

followed the trend toward specialization. One simply cannot begin to delve into the abyss of knowledge 

in a career field, and the only way to remain competent and competitive in this day and age is to 

become specialized. As a result, it is important not only for unbelievers, but also for young members of 

the church, especially young men, to get a good education if they wish to financially support their 

families and the church in the coming generation. The idea that, “I never went to college, so my son or 

daughter doesn't have to go,” simply is not valid. 

Many are concerned about the heresies and ungodly ideologies taught at colleges, even Chris-

tian colleges, and for a good reason. One can hardly enter a modern biology classroom without being 

introduced to evolution, or a physics classroom and not hear the mention of the big bang. Although this 

is lamentable, I believe that a response of locking ourselves at home will have disastrous consequences 

not only now, but also in the future. As Christians, our justification for higher education lies both in our 

need to support our families and church in the future and our calling, as Christian soldiers, to fight the 

enemies of Christ, even in the classroom. 

When you or your son or daughter considers what courses to take in college, I believe they 

should strongly consider mathematics, a subject too often overlooked. Mathematics, along with English 

and religion, is one of the few subjects which touches almost every other subject. It is the foundation of 

a good education. Mathematics is a tool employed by chemistry, physics, geology, biology, computer 

science, and business. One can study physics without a knowledge of geology, or business without 

knowledge of chemistry, but none of these can be studied without mathematics. Thus, it is no 

coincidence that almost all standardized tests contain a section on mathematics. Along with English, 

mathematics is the only subject regularly tested on almost all standardized tests. Test writers did not 

choose a subject by pulling a name from a hat, and voila, mathematics is chosen. Rather, mathematics 

is vital for the study of many other subjects. 

It has been my observation that too many people drop a study of mathematics too soon, and 

once the continuity is lost, the subject is lost. A student can study the history of World War II without a 

knowledge of the Crimean War, but the student who does not study algebra cannot understand trigo-

nometry or calculus. 

An education, however, is much more than a tool to get a good job. An education can be used to 

expand one’s horizons and give him a better understanding of God and His creation. Mathematics, for 

example, exhibits some of God’s attributes better than anything else I know. Although a study of the 

mathematical concept of infinity leaves us with an incomplete picture of God’s infinity, much like a 

physical study of the sun leaves us with an incomplete picture of God’s glory, it nevertheless begins to 

open the door a crack for our finite and human minds to God’s infinity. Infinity, or the addition of one 



number after another, produces the thought of a number so large, so unimaginable, that it even 

surpasses the thought of sand particles on the beach or stars in the heavens. 

Mathematics also poses the concept of precision and exactness. When writing English or 

performing a chemistry experiment, rules and laws can be fudged and glossed over with minimal con-

sequences. The rules of mathematics, however, are firm and solid, and the rules which exist cannot be 

changed and there is no deviation from the right way. I sometimes think of this as an analogy of God’s 

law. We can make a small mistake somewhere in life, and if left uncorrected, can lead to disastrous 

results at the end. There is only one way of mathematical computation, and that is the right way. There 

is only one way of living in harmony with God, and that is God’s way. 

Whether one gets a job after high school or whether he pursues mathematics, English, or 

philosophy in college, is an individual decision each student must make. One way is not right and the 

other wrong. As the world changes and becomes more complex, creating an ever-increasing need for 

skilled workers, I encourage you to consider the talents God has given to you, and question whether 

you would be using them to the best of your ability by not going to college. To whom much is given, 

much will be required. 
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