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As yet another year slips by, we ponder the goodness and graciousness that God has shown to 

us. Through the happy weddings and births and the sorrowful deaths, God has remained faithful to us, 

His chosen people. Despite the times we have sinned and gone astray, and even through the moments 

when we forsook God, God did not leave or forsake us. During this time of year, as we reflect upon the 

past year and the wonders and trials God has brought to us, remember that God will be faithful to us 

again in the coming year. During the happy moments, do not forget to thank God for His 

lovingkindness, and during the times of trial, remember that God will always be there. Let us look 

forward to a year filled with the goodness of God. 

During the past year the Beacon Lights experienced changes and challenges, both of which will 

continue into the coming year. It is the hope of the staff to make 1996 one of the best years for the 

Beacon Lights and we ask for your help in several ways to achieve this. First, your concern for both the 

magazine and the denomination, evidenced by contributing articles, is greatly appreciated. Second, the 

staff appreciates letters of all sorts, especially letters of encouragement. Positive letters stimulate all the 

writers of the Beacon Lights. Along with articles, letters are an indication both of support for the 

magazine and the denomination as well as spiritual strength. Third, and most important, we covet your 

prayers that the Beacon Lights and we may be used to the glory of God. 

The first new member of the staff in 1996 David Overway. David is presently studying at Grand 

Valley State University with an eye to entering the ministry. David includes an article in this month's 

edition on the study of history. 

This month is a special edition focusing on the importance of higher education and the various 

college majors that can be pursued. Nathan Brummel, a strong supporter of higher education, compiled 

this month's edition (thanks for the break, Nate). He wrote two articles, one on philosophy as a major 

and the other on a pre-seminary education. Steve Spencer, a psychology professor at Hope College, 

wrote the editorial and an article on the possibilities of pursuing psychology. He has some really 

interesting quotations from Calvin in his editorial, and I encourage you to read it. As I mentioned 

earlier, David Overway wrote an article on history. John Huizenga wrote about the pursuit of an 

engineering career and how one goes about doing this. Rhonda Gritters tells us what it is like to be a 

teacher and the benefits of doing this. Finally, Nate talked yours truly into pinch hitting an article on 

mathematics. 

One prominent theme in the Bible is that during the times we think that we are strong, we are 

actually weak, and the times that we realize that we are nothing in ourselves and put all of our hope and 

trust in God, we are really strong. This is true not only in the Bible, but in our lives as well. I can well 

remember many times when I tried to accomplish things on my own, only to be subjected to the 

correcting rod of God. But when I put my trust in God and let Him control my life, those were the 

times when I was truly strong. That is the theme of this month’s meditations, written by Cynthia 

Molenaar and her daughter, Sarah. If you do not read the meditations, I encourage you to do so, 

because, along with reading the Bible, I find them to be a great source of inspiration. 

Melinda DeMeester starts the church news section next month, and she wrote an introduction to 

that. The church news will include such things as births, baptisms, confessions of faith, marriages, and 

deaths. The purpose of the church news is to bring greater awareness of important events in the lives of 

friends and family around the world as well as to promote church unity. Thelma Westra submitted not 

only a poem celebrating the new year, but also a quiz on the names of the Protestant Reformed 

Churches. Last, but not least, Connie Meyer wrote something for all the little lights in our lives. 



Next month we will finish Pastor Mahtani’s speech on Daniel. I have received a letter regarding 

Pastor Davis’ article Pastor or Reverend? and that will appear next month as well. May God be with 

you both in the coming month and the coming year. 
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