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Today, in the world in which we live, there are some things concerning marriage that should 

alarm us. Consider with me the rising percentage of divorce. Some magazines have cited that 66% of 

all marriages end in divorce. Unwed mothers are having children more and more frequently. 

Homosexuals are demanding equal rights. 

But no matter how wicked the world continues to grow, you and I are called to be perfect in all 

areas of our lives. We are called to glorify our Lord and reflect His glorious beauty. 

What is marriage? Marriage is a very beautiful thing. Scripture defines marriage as being the 

most intimate union that two can enter. But even more beautiful is the fact that God instituted marriage 

as a picture of the close knit union between Christ and His Church. This union is one that is spiritual, 

and one wherein the church is called to reflect the glory of her Lord. 

Remember this as you continue to read. Genesis 2:24 states: “Therefore shall a man leave his 

father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” Not only does this 

mean that when young people reach the appropriate age and with much prayerful consideration, they 

leave their home and dwell with a spouse that God has chosen for them, it also means that a new union 

has been created, and it must reflect God's glory. The American Heritage Dictionary defines the word 

‘cleave’ as this: “to adhere to or cling to.” Those are very strong words to define the way two people 

are to live together. A male and female are to devote their lives to one another. They are to bond 

together in fellowship. 

Because of this bonding, we must discuss the roles of the husband and the wife. 

The husband must learn that he has no greater calling than to love his wife. He must love her 

because when he loves her then he loves his own body. He must care for her, support her, and dedicate 

his life in service to her. Nothing in his life may stand in his way: not his job, not his recreation, not his 

money, not his friends, absolutely nothing! 

The wife must understand her calling as well. Chiefly this is done through submission, as we 

find in Ephesians 5. Submission is often misconceived. It is not something that is done exclusively by 

women. It is a calling of every believer. We submit unto our Lord, even as Christ did unto his Father by 

going the way of the cross. The wife must care for the needs of her husband. By this she serves him in a 

way that is pleasing to her Lord. 

She is a help meet for her husband and she is to honor him, love him, and stand by his side until 

the day of his death. 

The callings of the husband and the wife seem to be very straight forward. But herein lies the 

problem. The devil goes about as a roaring lion. He seeks to destroy young marriages in many different 

ways. He tempts a man or woman with others. Silently he works on Christian marriages. Cheating on 

your spouse?—it’s not so bad—in fact it’s good! It would be fun, adventurous. You might feel better 

with someone else. Maybe he tempts you with money or material goods. You have your whole life 

ahead of you, work long hours and make lots of money! Have you forgotten about your marriage? 

And we must not forget about our own sinful nature. We are inclined to all evil. The sin of pride 

is very easy to fall into. The sin of thinking that you are so much better than your spouse. Caring not 

for the things of your spouse, but pleasing yourself. 

When our lives are not built upon the foundation of Jesus Christ, then we begin trying to stand 

on our own strength and surely we fail. We see this all around us. Two thirds of all marriages end in 

divorce. The world has made a mockery of the sacred bond. 

To many it is no picture of anything. It is entered into for the sake of convenience or personal 

gain. If this is true of us, and if Christ is not the center of our marriage then it too will end in divorce. If 



Christ is not served in our marriage then it cannot last. After all remember that marriage is a picture of 

the glorious bond between Christ and His Church. 

There is also great significance in the institution of marriage. Christ loves His church. He cares 

for her and provides for her every need. He makes sure that his sheep are fed from sabbath to sabbath. 

He comforts his church with the presence of the Spirit. He loved her so much that He gave to her the 

most precious gift possible. He laid down His life and shed His own blood that He could make 

atonement for her. Even now His work is not over but He sits at the right hand of His Father con-

tinually making intercession on our behalf. Does your marriage reflect that awesome love? Do you love 

your husband or wife with a love that cannot be destroyed by fire? Can you honestly say that your love 

is as great as Christ's? 

Praise God that you and I have a great hope. Praise Him that He has made the way for a beauti-

ful marriage possible. Even though, while we remain on this side of the grave, it will not be perfect, 

God will grant us grace to press on. So, pursue your marriage without wavering. Work hard at it. 

Strengthen each other through Scripture, and live pleasing in God's sight. 
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