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The cute baby is brought home from the hospital with great joy. This joyful bundle can turn into 

the cause of much grief in later years, when all that can be seen in that child is sin and rebellion. 

Parents spend countless sleepless nights and ministers and elders spend hours in meetings, 

admonitions, and prayers. Sometimes this effort results in repentance and forgiveness, but, even so, the 

scars never totally leave. Teachers continually battle with the problem of disrespect, cheating, 

meanness, etc. Who's to blame for this? Parents! 

Today there is a terrible lack in many families of even the most basic of biblical directives—that 

of demanding that the children be obedient to parents and all those in authority. Parents are afraid to 

say no to their children and stick with it. They will not support the teachers when they try to enorce 

rules in the school, causing much turmoil in the classrooms. 

I've been appalled at the spectacle of children bossing parents around and even hitting them— 

with complete impunity. The saddest thing about this whole problem is that it isn't limited to worldly 

families, but has even crept into church families. 

In our business, my wife and I often observe first hand how the authority of the parents has 

eroded. No longer do parents make decisions on what to buy for their little children, but even pre-

schoolers are expected to know what is best for them. Instead of choosing something which is best for 

the child, and insisting that they wear it, we hear “do you like it?” and, “if we buy it are you going to 

wear it?” These are not decisions which two-, three-, and four-year-olds should be making. 

My wife suggests that even as toddlers, we must teach our children to be self-disciplined. Little 

things such as not letting them have snacks whenever and wherever they want; teaching them proper 

behavior, not only in stores and public places, but also how to sit in church. They should be taught to 

respect their elders by addressing them with Mr. and Mrs.; shown how to respect other people’s 

property, and take care of their own things. They should have stressed to them the importance of 

honesty and truth in what they do and say. If these things are taught young, there will not be as many 

troubles as they grow older. 

The happiest children, and yes, even teenagers, are those who know what their boundaries are. 

You wouldn't think so to hear them once in a while, as they push against and test those limits set by 

parents. 

The point that I want to make to you young people and young parents, is that if discipline is 

carried out consistently when the children are small, most discipline problems will remain small as the 

children get older. As you know, there will always be exceptions, because every so often, even children 

of good parents will be a cause of grief to the home and church. 

Young people, you may think this article doesn't apply to you, because you are not even 

thinking of starting a family at this time. You may not even have a girl or boy friend yet. But believe 

me, the time will be here before you know it. When you (Lord willing) come home with your little 

baby, you must already know what is right and proper as far as bringing that child up in the Christian 

home. 

We know as parents we will not do everything right—our human nature is such that many mis-

takes will be made. The most important thing to remember is to be consistent in our rules and limi-

tations. If something is wrong today and okay tomorrow, it sends a mixed message, and the child will 

be confused, and will not take “no” to mean anything important. 

Fathers and mothers—stand united! If you have a disagreement over an issue of discipline—

never never do it in front of the child. They love to play one parent against another if they have the 

chance. Discuss your disagreement over discipline in private, but stand firm in front of the children. 



Parents—love each other, and don’t be afraid to demonstrate it in front of your children—also 

make sure your children know you love them. Work at it! We all fall so far short of the ideal—it takes 

daily effort. 

Pray! Pray that God will grant you the wisdom you need to bring up children in this wicked 

world. Pray for your children every day that they may have the strength to stand before the many 

temptations that they will face, especially as they begin to go out on their own. Young people, pray for 

yourselves, that God will grant you the strength to withstand the pressures from your “friends” to do 

things which you know to be wrong. Also, don’t be afraid to admonish your parents if they are not 

fulfilling their God-given mandates concerning their responsibility towards you as their child. 

God grant us the grace to be obedient to His Word in the parent-child relationship. 
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