
 

Watching Daily at My Gates 
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Since the month of August begins with the letter 'A,' we have 

chosen Biblical words beginning with the same letter for our daily 

meditations. 

 

August 1 

Abide    This means to dwell or continue. The travelers to Emmaus constrained Jesus to abide with 

them, and when He did so, their eyes were opened and they knew Him. Jesus, in John chapter 15, 

declares that He is the true vine and that He purgeth every branch that bears fruit, that it may bring 

forth more fruit. He goes on to say “Abide in me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself 

except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.” Pray that Christ will dwell within 

us that we may be fruitbearers to His glory. Read I John 2:24-28. 
 

August 2 

Ability    This is a certain power or strength that God gives in varying degrees to His children. Do not 

murmur if you think that another has more ability than you do. Jesus tells us in Luke 12:48 “For unto 

whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, 

of him they will ask the more.” Strive by God’s grace to use and develop the talents which He has 

given you, so that one day you may hear Him say “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” Read I 

Peter 4:7- 11. 
 

August 3 

Abound    Abound means to have great plenty. Negatively, regarding the signs of the final judgment, 

we are told, “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold” (Matthew 24:12). 

Positively, Paul commends the Thessalonian church with these words: “We are bound to thank God 

always for you, brethren as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of 

every one of you all toward each other aboundeth” (II Thessalonians 1:3). Pray that we too may abound 

in faith, hope, and love. Read II Peter 1:1-8. 
 

August 4 

Acceptable    This is a term which means well pleasing. It often is used in Scripture regarding the 

sacrifices offered to God. The Lord instructed the Israelites through Moses that any animal with a 

blemish might not be offered, for it was not acceptable. We do well to heed this admonition in Romans 

12:1 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” Strive by God’s grace to so live 

our lives, that we may be truly acceptable to Him. Read Psalm 19. 
 

August 5 

Acknowledge    This is a term which most of us understand, and it means to own or to confess. We 

must daily confess our wrongdoings to God as David did in Psalm 51, “For I acknowledge my 

transgressions; and my sin is ever before me.” We are also called to acknowledge the greatness and 

majesty of God, for He speaks in Isaiah 33:13, “Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that 

are near, acknowledge my might.” May we, as recipients of such a great salvation, constantly 

acknowledge this by giving wholehearted thanksgiving to Him. Read Proverbs 3:1-6. 
 

August 6 



Accord    Today is the Lord’s Day. What a privilege to gather with fellow saints. A Psalter number 

comes to mind: “How pleasant and how good it is, When brethren in the Lord, In one another’s joy 

delight, And dwell in sweet accord.” We do well to follow the example of the early New Testament 

church as described in Acts 2:1, “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with 

one accord in one place.” It is indeed a blessing when the whole congregation comes together from all 

walks of life, and are in mutual agreement with the preaching of the gospel, and the calling it requires 

of us, namely to live holy lives. Read Philippians 2:1-4. 
 

August 7 

Admonish    This is a word that perhaps many of us do not like. But it is a good word, found several 

times in Scripture, and it means to reprove for a fault. Because we are all sinners, we all need to be 

admonished constantly. And that is one of the purposes of the preaching of the Word. We are also called 

to admonish one another. This must be done in a spirit of meekness and love in order to gain the 

brother. The elders of the church also have a calling to admonish those who walk disorderly. Let us 

thank God for this means of friendly correction which He has instituted in His church. Read Romans 

15:13-14. 
 

August 8 

Adoption    How many of us are adopted? Let me assure you that if we belong to Christ, we all are 

adopted. When earthly parents adopt a child, they give it their name, their love, and a legal right to all 

the benefits that a rightful heir can expect. So it is in the spiritual realm. We, who by nature are sons of 

the evil one, God has “predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 

according to the good pleasure of his will” (Ephesians 1:5). And because of that redemption, we can 

call God our Father and look forward to dwelling in His house forever. Thanks be to Him! Read 

Romans 8:12-18. 
 

August 9 

Adorn    Most of the time this word is used in the Bible, it means to make something or someone more 

beautiful or comely to look upon. For example, we read in Luke 21:5 that the temple was adorned with 

goodly stones and gifts. And in Revelation 21:2, the holy city, new Jerusalem, was seen in John’s vision 

as a bride adorned for her husband. We do well to listen to the apostle Paul who counsels that women 

do adorn themselves in modest apparel, instead of dressing lavishly, thereby to gain the attention of 

others. But all of us should strive as we are encouraged in Titus, chapter 2, to be obedient servants, 

showing all good fidelity that we may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things. Read Titus 

2:6-14. 
 

August 10 

Adversity    None of us really likes adversity, but all of us have experienced it. Adversity means 

calamity or affliction. Ever since the Fall, adversity has been our lot, and we experience it in many 

different forms. How do you handle adversity when it strikes you? Do you become angry and 

rebellious, or do you believe that God works all things together for good to them that love God? Can 

you truly sing these words from the Psalter, “Affliction has been for my profit, that I to thy statutes 

might hold?” David mentions more than once in the Old Testament that God redeemed his soul out of 

all adversity. What a comfort for the child of God that he can bring all his cares and troubles to his 

Heavenly Father. Read Psalm 119:49-56. 
 

August 11 

Advice    This is something that many of us are very willing to give, but quite reluctant to receive. 

Advice means suggestion or counsel. King Rehoboam forsook the good advice of the old wise men and 

chose instead the advice of the young men, which resulted in his kingdom being divided. God used the 

advice of Hushai to defeat that of Ahithophel, in order to preserve the life and kingdom of David. We 



all need advice because of our weak sinful nature. Beware lest we follow the counsel of the world. Seek 

advice from godly saints, find your answers in Scripture, and pray to God for wisdom and 

enlightenment. Read Psalm 33:1-11. 
 

August 12 

Advocate    Perhaps not all of us are familiar with this word. It means someone who pleads for, or in 

behalf of another. If we are ever the subject of litigation in a court of law, we must have an advocate or 

an attorney who will plead our case much better than we can. So also, we need an advocate when we 

must stand defenseless in ourselves before the tribunal of God. We are guilty as charged, and no earthly 

lawyer can help vindicate us. But thanks to the everlasting mercies of God, we have an advocate with 

the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous. By His perfect sacrifice, we are justified in God’s sight, and His 

righteousness becomes ours. Thank Him today and every day for that wonderful Saviour. Read I John 

2:1-5. 
 

August 13 

Affection    Let’s each ask ourselves this question, “On what do we set our affection?” Is it on sports, 

entertainment, our families, or our business? Do we become so absorbed in these things that we lose 

sight of our spiritual calling to “set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth” 

(Colossians 3:2)? Certainly, as faithful stewards, we can and may use all these things in a proper 

manner, but do so to God’s glory. As you gather together in the Lord’s house to worship Him today, be 

mindful also of the important exhortation in Romans 12:10, “Be kindly affectioned one to another with 

brotherly love; in honor preferring one another.” Read Colossians 3:1-4. 
 

August 14 

Afraid    It is interesting to learn that the first instance of someone becoming afraid was the reaction of 

Adam in the Garden of Eden right after he sinned. Being afraid implies an inner apprehensive disquiet 

or terror. It is quite the opposite of being at peace or at ease, and came about because of sin. We have 

all experienced fright to some degree in our lives, and it is a very unpleasant experience. Almost 

invariably in Scripture, when man came face to face with an emissary of God, he trembled with fright. 

And rightly so, because man is sinful, and God is Holy. But God beholds His people in Christ, and 

always says to them, “Fear not.” What a comfort for us now, and also at the Judgment Day when we 

may hear Christ say, “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom.” Read Isaiah 43:1-7. 
 

August 15 

Agree    This is such a pleasant word, and as you know, it means to be of one mind, to live in concord 

without contention. How pleasant it would be in our homes and churches, and in our daily lives, if we 

could live without discord. This does not mean of course, that we sacrifice our righteous principles 

merely for the sake of outward harmony. We always must fight for the right, but in so many instances, 

we want our own selfish desires to prevail. And as a result, bickering and arguments take place. Strive, 

as Paul instructs us in 1 Thessalonians 5:13, “And be at peace among yourselves.” Young people, you 

who are seeking a mate, listen to the Word of God in Amos 3:3, “Can two walk together except they be 

agreed?” Spiritual agreement and harmony in doctrine and walk of life is of the utmost importance in 

marriage. May God grant you eyes to see and hearts to follow this path of wisdom. Read John 5:1-8. 
 

August 16 

Alive    What a precious gift it is to be alive! Our bodies, which are fearfully and wonderfully made, 

are alive because God says in Deuteronomy 32:39 “I kill and I make alive, I wound and I heal.” Each 

intricate part functions as God directs it. When we are alive, we are active and conscious of our 

surroundings. Men strive with all their power and technology to keep their bodies from dying. But 

because of sin, all men died a spiritual death, as Romans 5:12 states, “and so death passed upon all 



men, for that all have sinned.” As a result, man is physically alive, but spiritually dead. But God in His 

infinite mercy bestows on His children an even more precious gift than physical life, and that is the 

new life, or regeneration. Thank God for this unspeakable gift and live lives of gratitude and obedience 

to Him daily. Read Romans 6:1-11. 
 

August 17 

Alone    Most of us do not like to be left alone for any extended period of time. We are created a 

sociable people, fond of company. In fact, when God created Adam, he said “It is not good that the man 

should be alone.” And He made Adam an help meet for him. And yet there are times when it is good for 

us to be alone. Alone with our thoughts, alone with our communion in prayer with our Heavenly Father. 

Our Saviour trod the bitter path of suffering alone. No one else but He could possibly be the Redeemer 

of His people. As the well-known hymn expresses it, “Alone upon the cross He hung, that others He 

might save; Forsaken then by God and man, alone His life He gave.” Thanks be to God for providing 

that perfect sacrificial Lamb! Read Luke 22:41- 46. 
 

August 18 

Alms    This is a word which is not in common usage today, but it is mentioned several times in the 

Bible, and only in the New Testament. It means that which is given to those in need, or anything given 

as charity. Jesus stated in Matthew 26:11, “For ye have the poor always with you.” And He also laid 

down the principle of giving alms, that is, that we do not do so to be seen of men. God gives us many 

opportunities to minister to those in need, whether it be each Lord’s Day for the Benevolent Fund, or 

helping a fellow saint or neighbor with a meal or an act of kindness. Read Acts 10:1-8. 
 

August 19 

Altar    The church in the old dispensation worshipped God by offering sacrifices on the altar of burnt 

offering, or burning incense on the altar of incense. These altars were structures usually made of earth, 

or stones, or wood overlaid with gold. These altars pointed to the perfect sacrifice of the Lamb of God 

and to the prayers of God’s saints. They belonged to the age of types and shadows. Today we worship 

God in His house of prayer, not with a literal altar, but with a symbolic one. We often sing these words 

from the Psalter, “Lay upon God’s altar, good and loving deeds.” No more do we offer burnt offerings, 

but we heed these words from Psalm 51:17, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” Read Psalm 4. 
 

August 20 

Ambassador    An ambassador is a messenger. But even more important, it is a messenger who is an 

official agent of a king or government, and he may speak only as he is carefully instructed. Today, as 

you attend divine worship services, you will hear an ambassador speak. Your minister is an ambassador 

of Christ, the King of His Church, and he may speak only as that King reveals Himself in His Holy 

Word. He may never present his own philosophy, but must be faithful to his King. We do well to heed 

this preaching, for it is the chief means of grace, and a power of God unto salvation. Pray that our 

ministers may be faithful ambassadors of God. Read Proverbs 13:13-17. 
 

August 21 

Amen    In a Christian home, this is one of the very first words that a tiny little child will learn to say. 

And it is a word that should be on his lips many times a day until his dying breath. Amen means 

“verily,” or “so be it,” and we conclude our prayers with this word. We often hastily say this word to 

end our prayers and give no thought as to its real significance. Pray sincere prayers so that you may be 

able to say a fervent “Amen” at its conclusion. The last question and answer of our Heidelberg 

Catechism states this very beautifully, “What doth the word ‘Amen’ signify? ‘Amen’ signifies, it shall 

truly and certainly be: for my prayer is more assuredly heard of God, than I feel in my heart that I 

desire these things of Him.” Read Psalm 41. 



August 22 

Anchor    How many of you have ever had the opportunity to go fishing from a boat? If so, then you 

have seen the captain find a certain place on the lake where he believes the fish are located, and he 

drops a heavy weight attached to a line, which in turn he secures to the boat. This weight or anchor 

holds fast, and the boat stays right in place even though the winds blow and the waves roll. In Hebrews 

6:19, we are encouraged “to lay hold upon the hope which is set before us; which hope we have as an 

anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast.” How wonderful it is to know that no winds or waves of 

doubt or trial in this life can ever cause us to lose that hope. Read Hebrews 6:11-20. 
 

August 23 

Angels    Angels are mentioned in Scripture from Genesis to Revelation. This is a fascinating subject to 

study, and many books have been written about them. But we must be very brief in our meditation 

today and ask the basic question, “What are angels?” The Bible says that they are “ministering spirits 

sent forth to minister (do service, CJ) for them who shall be heirs of salvation.” That makes it quite 

personal, doesn’t it? Angels were present at special revelations of God and appeared at crucial points in 

the history of redemption. And they rejoice in the salvation of God, for we read in Luke 15:10, “There 

is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” May we by God’s grace look 

forward to the last day when the Son of Man shall return in all His glory accompanied by His holy 

angels. Read Psalm 91. 
 

August 24 

Anger    This is not a pleasant subject to talk about. Anger means indignation or fury, and most of the 

time is destructive and sinful—but not in every case. Righteous anger or wrath can be justified on 

occasion. Ephesians 4:26 tells us, “Be ye angry and sin not; let not the sun go down upon your wrath.” 

How many of us can vent our anger without sinning? I’m a bit ashamed to admit it, but on more than 

one occasion in my youth, after losing my temper, my mother made me memorize and recite Proverbs 

16:32, “He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh 

a city.” Ask God to keep you from sinful anger. Read Ephesians 4:29-32. 
 

August 25 

Answer    We are called to give answers every day. An answer is a reply or a response to a question. 

Some questions are routine and commonplace, and answers roll easily and glibly from our tongues. 

Sometimes, however, we are called to answer under oath in a court of law, for example. There may be 

other times when we are called to give an answer in the form of a vow, such as at profession of faith, or 

at our marriage, or when we present our infant children to be baptized. But whatever the circumstance, 

let our answers be clear and truthful; let our yea be yea, and our nay, nay, or as Colossians 4:6 reads, 

“Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer 

every man.” Read I Peter 3:10-15. 
 

August 26 

Appearance    This word can refer either to how others may view us when they see us, or it can mean a 

coming into focus. We will look at the former for a moment. What impression do you make on those 

around you? Can they see what kind of person you are by your appearance? Oh, I know, God’s Word 

says in John 7:24, “Judge not according to appearance, but judge righteous judgment.” But God’s Word 

also says in I Thessalonians 5:22, “Abstain from all appearance of evil.” As God’s people who are 

called to live antithetically over against the world with their outlandish dress, bodily appearance, and 

mode of living, we are to live chastely, dress moderately, and respect our bodies as God’s image 

bearers. Read I Corinthians 6:14-18. 
 

 

 



August 27 

Ask    Today we have a very short word which means to inquire or seek counsel. All of us by nature are 

foolish and needy creatures, so we are called to ask God for wisdom each day and also for whatever 

God in His wisdom deems necessary for us to have. When you come in God’s house today, be sure to 

ask God to bless your pastor and your fellow saints who gather with you. Ask God to make your heart 

receptive to His Word. Ask Him to forgive your sins and claim His promise in Matthew 7:7, “Ask and 

it shall be given you, seek, and ye shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you.” Read James 1:1-

5. 
 

August 28 

Assurance    What a beautiful and comforting word is this one for our meditation today. Assurance 

means full conviction, and we as God’s children need that assurance, don’t we? We want to be assured 

that God loves us, that our sins are forgiven, and that we are the recipients of His grace and salvation. 

We need not doubt, for it is God’s work, and therefore sure and certain. Because God beholds us in 

Christ, our entire debt or sin is washed away. Let us confess with the writer of Hebrews 10:21-22a, 

“And having an high priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 

faith.” Read Isaiah 32:15-17. 
 

August 29 

Astray    Perhaps most of us have at one time or another made a wrong turn in a strange city, or were 

lost when tramping through the woods. Even if that has never been your experience, spiritually we 

constantly wander off the right path. The Bible says in Isaiah 53:6, “All we like sheep have gone 

astray; we have turned every one to his own way.” This is not a very pleasant picture, is it? Every day 

we sin, every day we miss the mark, and so we wander from the paths of righteousness. But our Lord 

and Saviour, Who is the Good Shepherd, seeks us and finds us, and brings us back into His fold. Pray 

earnestly for forgiveness and guidance to walk in the straight and narrow way which leads to life 

eternal. Read I Peter 2:19-25. 
 

August 30 

Atonement    This is a very important word and doctrine found in Scripture, and means reconciliation. 

We all know that because of Adam’s transgression, sin entered the world; and therefore we not only are 

conceived and born in sin, but also sin every day against the most High God. To satisfy God’s justice, 

atonement must be made. God, from all eternity, determined that Jesus, Who is very God and very man, 

would be the Mediator Who would reconcile us to God through His suffering and death. He did not 

taste death for every man, but for His elect people alone, who were ordained to everlasting life from all 

eternity. How thankful we should be for that great salvation made possible by Christ’s atonement. Read 

Romans 5:6-11. 
 

August 31 

Authority    This word signifies the right to govern or command. It is a power established by God Who 

is the Supreme Authority. There are many authorities in the world, such as presidents, governments, 

and police officers. In the church there are the ruling elders, and in the schools, there are the teachers 

and principal. In the home, the Lord has given authority to the parents. And He very clearly spells this 

out in His Word that we must obey authorities. In our day and age, society rebels against authority, and 

it is sadly reaping the results. Solomon in his wisdom tells us in Proverbs 29:2, “When the righteous 

are in authority, the people rejoice; but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.” Let us obey 

those whom God has placed in authority over us, for that is pleasing to Him. Read Romans 13:1-7. 
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