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                          "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom." Proverbs 9:10a 
 

Pride! It is an attitude that cannot show fear for God, yet it characterizes our life constantly. It 

fills our thoughts with the feeling that we are superior to anything that comes on our path. It is a false 

confidence that leads us to destruction because God in heaven will judge any creature that attempts to 

rob Him of His glory. To Him belongs all the glory because He is the Almighty God, the Omnipotent 

One who rules the whole universe. Before Him we must humble ourselves in awe and reverence. We 

must fear God for then and only then will we be able to begin to understand His ways and apply them 

to our lives. 

Over against this instruction from Proverbs, the wicked boast in their foolishness that they do 

not have to understand God’s ways. They are as “The fool [who] hath said in his heart, There is no 

God” (Psalm 14: la). They would rather do what is right in their own eyes. At times it seems to us as if 

they are so confident that they will escape judgement, but according to Word of God we know that they 

will receive severe punishment for all their sins in Hell. 

This apparent confidence of the unbeliever is sheer blasphemy against God before Whom 

everyone should fear and tremble. The confidence that they show is false because all their life they are 

in fear of death (Heb 2:15). They fear death because they know it is the judgement of God against sin. 

In fact, in Psalm 14:5 we read that the workers of iniquity are, “in great fear: for God is in the genera-

tion of the righteous.” God is on our side, what a great comfort to us as Christians! All the audicious 

words of the wicked that trouble us at times are not because the wicked are actually fearless before God 

in their soul, but on the contrary they speak these words out of complete terror because they know that 

the God of just judgement is in the generation of the righteous. 

An example of when the wicked show their pride in themselves is the popular T-shirt with a 

slogan that reads “No Fear.” We must point out to these people that these T-shirts are sinful, which 

means that we must not wear them ourselves. They are sinful because “No Fear” is a symbol that is 

rooted in a philosophy that is blatant blasphemy against God. Some of the statements that are written 

on these shirts are so terrible that I don’t dare even to write them in my article. 

The philosophy proclaimed on these T-shirts is that you must win at all costs even if it means 

that you stare death face to face in an attempt to conquer the fear of death. The thought of this is com-

plete folly for death is the just judgement of God upon the sin in the garden of Eden. This pursuit of the 

wicked to escape death is nothing new, they are always trying to elude punishment without turning 

from their sins. They do this by denying that God will judge them as in Psalm 10:5 which states this 

about a wicked man: “His ways are always grievous; Thy judgements are far above out of his sight: as 

for all his enemies, he puffeth at them.” When the wicked do this they only show that they do not fear 

God; for God they have “no fear.” 

In addition to disregarding all their adversaries in their sinful pride, the wicked sometimes 

attempt to escape judgement by being members of the church in an outward way. They are as the man 

without a wedding garment in Matthew 22:11. Prof. H. Hanko in Mysteries of the Kingdom describes 

him in this way: “The man who tried to come in to the feast without a wedding garment was therefore a 

man who tried to get in only by his own works” (p. 296). This man tried to enter into the kingdom by 

his own strength and power, he thought he could conquer death all by himself without the redeeming 

work of Christ. The reward for this man is outer darkness because he is a symbol of the reprobate in the 

church. 

Outer darkness or the second death is the reward for all the wicked. Not one of them will es-

cape the final judgement where . . every idle word that man shall speak, they shall give account thereof’ 



(Matt. 12:36). In anticipation of this terrible judgement the wicked in Luke 23:30, “shall begin to say to 

the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us.” Indeed, the wicked greatly fear their end for they 

know that they do not fear God, but the righteous do not fear because they do fear God. The righteous 

are fearless for they know the teaching of John 5:28-29 which says: “Marvel not at this: for the hour is 

coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have 

done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 

damnation.” 

The righteous, fearless? The wicked would scoff at such a notion because they are blind to the 

fact that you must fear God before you will receive everlasting life. Fear? In what way? To answer this 

question it would be helpful for us to define what fear is. The most common use of the word “fear” as 

described by the Merriam-Webster Dictionary is: “the unpleasant often strong emotion caused by the 

expectation or awareness of danger.” This emotion and feeling is what characterizes the wicked for 

they know that they are in danger of death and the judgement.  

On the other hand, the righteous possess a different kind of “fear” that is described as having a 

reverent awe of the majesty and glory of God. This is the thought of Psalm 89:7 where we read: “God 

is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about 

Him.” This is the definition of “fear” that Proverbs 9:10a uses to instruct us that we must humble 

ourselves before the Almighty God. But remember, the fear for God that must be evident in our lives is 

not terror but awe inspired confidence in the omnipotent God who will deliver us from all our enemies, 

one of which is death. 

The only way we can show this type of “fear” before God is through the regenerating power of 

the Holy Spirit. Without His humbling work in us we would be exactly like the wicked that boast in 

their pride. 

It is through this humility that the Holy Spirit works the confidence of faith in our hearts by His 

grace. We can see this from I Peter 5:5c which states: “For God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to 

the humble.” We have this confidence because Christ our Head conquered death and the Devil for us as 

we read in Hebrews 2:14-15: 
 

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also 

Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death He might destroy 

him that had the power of death, that is, the Devil; And deliver them who 

through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 
 

Although we were in fear of death just as the wicked still are, we are delivered from that fear 

through Christ’s death! What a comfort! Christ has, “abolished death, and hath brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel” (II Timothy 1:10). 

Christ has not only conquered death but, as we read above, He has brought immortality to light! 

That is, He, the resurrected Saviour, has opened the door to heaven so that our death is not an enemy 

but a passageway to eternal life (Heidelberg Catechism, Q & A 42). “For if we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him” (I Thessalonians 

4:14). Yes, Christ’s resurrection is a sure pledge of our blessed resurrection (Heidelberg Catechism, Q 

& A 45). 

This sure pledge is a confidence that whatever befalls us in this life can’t possibly make us 

afraid for through our death we are given a completely new life. So, whenever we witness or 

experience a terrorizing event, we are fearless for we know death can’t prevail over us. As many of you 

know, such an event occurred at this year’s Spring Retreat in Loveland, Colorado. I am speaking of the 

accident that took place while we were returning from snowshoeing in Rocky Mountain National Park. 

Because the roads were icy that day from the wintry conditions, a van carrying thirteen of our young 

people slid off the side of a twisting mountain road. Due to the guiding hand of the Lord no one was 

killed, but the shock of the event will stay with all those who witnessed or experienced it. During such 



events it is a wonderful comfort to know that Christ has conquered the power of death. Indeed, we 

speak as Paul speaks in Philippians 1:23 where he says: “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  

This fearlessness that Paul speaks of comes only through humility of heart and soul before the 

face of God. It is humility not pride that gives us the assurance that we will not be overcome by death 

and the grave. The fear of God is the beginning of this confidence. Therefore, let us fear God for then 

we will be fearless before all our enemies, even death. 
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