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July 1 

Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 

As we read in this beautiful passage, there is a time for everything. From “a time to be born, and a time 

to die,” to “a time of war, and a time of peace,” God has made everything beautiful in his time. Time 

cannot be changed, for we know that whatever God does, will endure forever, for nothing can be added 

to it, or taken from it. No man knows or can see what God has planned from the beginning to the end of 

time. So man must find satisfaction in his work, and enjoy the fruits of his labors. He must be happy in 

his life, for this is a gift from God. 

 

July 2 

Read Romans 8:5-6 

The mind is a wonderful thing. It is the faculty that controls your whole being in all you do and say. 

From infancy on, it grows as it is stimulated. The mind can become very sharp and powerful if 

stimulated, or it can be dull and wasted if it is left stagnant. As Christians we are called to use our 

minds to their fullest. We must stimulate them constantly in the right way, always seeking to do better. 

We must not fill our minds with the trash of this world, but use our minds to study and learn the Word. 

“For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” 

 

July 3 

Read Luke 11:34-36 

“The light of the body is the eye.” The saying “seeing is believing” is so true. To believe something, we 

sometimes have to see it with our own eyes. But as children of God we have to use our eyes in the right 

way. We must choose what we are going to look at, for what we see with our eyes affects our whole 

body. If we use our eyes only to the glory of God, that affects our whole body, and our body is full of 

light. But if we choose to use our eyes to see the pleasures of this world, our body is full of darkness. 

Focus your eyes only on that which glorifies God, for then “the light which is in thee be not darkness.” 

 

July 4 

Read Matthew 11:15 

“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” What would your life be like if you could not hear? We 

wouldn't be able to hear the sound of a baby's cry, or the birds singing, or the laughter of children 

playing. We wouldn't hear the sound of the church organ, or the congregation singing praises. And we 

wouldn’t be able to hear, the minister preaching. We would miss so much, wouldn't we? Think about 

the things you hear today. Are you listening to the right things? God gave us ears to hear. Let us use this 

gift of hearing to His glory. 

 

July 5 

Read Proverbs 10:19-21 

There are many passages in the Bible that refer to how we use our mouths. Almost all of these passages 

show the contrast between speaking sincerely or uttering lies. We all like to tell stories; and we all like 

to tell the latest joke we've heard. And sometimes we can't help ourselves from telling a tale told to us 

in confidence. And it doesn't stop there. Insignificant tidbits soon turn into major juicy stories as they 

flow from mouth to mouth. Oh, how hurtful our words can be. We have been given the gift of speech 

by our Lord, and we must use this gift wisely. We must use this gift to speak highly of one another, to 



instruct our young, to sing praises to His Name. If we cannot use our speech as a blessing, it is better to 

keep silent. 

 

July 6 

Read Proverbs 6:6-11; Proverbs 26:13-16 

Excuses, excuses, excuses, that is what the slothful man does best. All he wants to do is sleep, so he’ll 

make any excuse not to have to labor with his hands. While others are working hard all summer 

gathering food for the winter, the lazy man hides his hand in his bosom wanting only to sleep. God 

does not deal lightly with the slothful man. He sends poverty to those who will not use their hands to 

work. We must use our hands to be diligent in the work God has been gracious to provide for us, for 

then He will bless us abundantly. 

 

July 7 

Read Proverbs 4:26-27 

Your feet are an important part of your body. Without them you wouldn’t get very far, for you wouldn’t 

be able to walk. They are the foundation of your body. Your feet carry you wherever you go. Many 

times when the Bible makes a reference to the word “feet,” it refers to walking on a pathway. You must 

choose which pathway your feet are going to follow—a crooked pathway or a straight pathway. As a 

Christian, your feet must always walk a straight pathway. They must never stray and lead you into 

temptation and evil. Don’t follow your feet, but let your feet lead you down a straight pathway. 

 

July 8 

Read I Corinthians 12:12-27 

This past week we have discussed the members of our bodies, the mind, the eyes, the ears, the tongue, 

the hands, and the feet. I Corinthians 12 speaks of the whole body. It tells how God placed each 

member in the body, as it pleased Him to do. The eye can only see; it cannot hear or speak. The ear 

cannot see or speak. The tongue cannot see or hear. You don’t walk on your hands, neither do you 

embrace with your feet. They all have their own distinct function, yet you need every one of them to be 

a whole body. The body would not be complete except all the members are there. There should be no 

separation in the body, but each part should have the same care for the other part. So that when one part 

suffers, they all suffer together. Just so it is with the church. We are all members of the same church, 

yet when one of the members suffers, we all share in that suffering. And if one member is honored, 

then we all rejoice with that member. And so it is, there are many parts, yet there is only one body. 

 

July 9 

Read Jeremiah 2:32 

We all have a tendency to be forgetful at times. But a bride would not forget to don her wedding gown 

and veil before she goes down the aisle to marry her beloved. Nor would a man put on his Sunday suit 

and forget to put his tie and best shoes on. Yet there are times when all is going well, and we are so 

busy day and night with many activities that we forget our Lord. We forget that He has been with us in 

every activity we have done and in all we have said. And we forget that it is He Who has given us all 

our possessions and our good health and all the beauty we see every day in the creation He made. We 

sometimes take all this for granted without giving thought to our Lord Who made all this possible for 

us, His children. Do you remember your Lord every day? 

 

July 10 

Read Jeremiah 9:23-24 

It is good to have a goodly mind, full of wisdom and knowledge. But it is better to have a godly mind 

that is full of the wisdom and knowledge of giving God the glory for all He has done and given us. We 



must not glory in our own wisdom and knowledge, but we must always glory in understanding and 

knowing our Lord, Who exercises loving kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. This our 

Lord delights in. 

 

July 11 

Read Ecclesiastes 5:4-5 

Have you ever made a promise to someone only to find that you cannot honor that promise? Or perhaps 

you have to postpone your promise to meet your convenience? When we make a vow or promise unto 

God, we must never put off or postpone paying that vow. It is better not to make a promise we cannot 

fulfill than to make a vow we cannot pay. That includes our vows of marriage, the vow parents make at 

baptism, the monetary vow we make to the Lord to give back to Him what He has given us, etc. 

Promises (vows) are not made to be broken. 

 

July 12 

Read Ecclesiastes 5:13-17 

When a man passes from this earth, one of the first questions asked is, “How much money did he 

leave?” That is the question of a worldly person. Yet when we buy something a little extravagant or go 

on an expensive trip to warmer climates, we jokingly say, “You can’t take it with you” to those who 

raise their eyebrows questioningly. “But what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind?” We toil 

very hard for money. It’s what we use our money for that makes the difference between the righteous 

and the wicked. If our goal is to make money to buy all the good things in life, or to hoard away for the 

purpose of seeing how much wealth we can accumulate, then we have “laboured for the wind.” But if 

we work hard to pay back to the Lord that which we owe Him first, and then use the balance to pay our 

bills on time, then we are working for the Lord. And working for the Lord and not for ourselves must 

be our goal as Christians. 

 

July 13 

Read Ecclesiastes 5:13-17 

Yesterday we discussed labor and wealth in the monetary sense. Today we will take that same passage 

in Scripture and discuss a different kind of labor and wealth. The unrighteous labor solely to do the 

pleasures of this world. They speak of the lusts of this earth with wicked mouths and hearts. They 

might be considered wealthy by all the money they have in their bank account. But the righteous labor 

for the Lord. They work hard in the Church and Christian schools. They give of their time to help those 

in need. They pray with, counsel, and comfort the sick, the lonely, and the sorrowful. They witness of 

God's goodness and blessings. This is the labor of a godly man. He may not be rich in money, but his 

riches are in his labors for his fellow saints. Some of the poorest saints leave behind the greatest 

wealth. 

 

July 14 

Read Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 

To work is to labor. If you are not happy in your work, and cannot see the good of your work you will 

not find satisfaction in your labor. When God enables you to work under the sun all the days of your 

life you must find enjoyment in that labor. You must accept your lot in life and be happy in your work, 

because this is a gift from God. For it is God who makes it possible for a man to have a daily job where 

he can fulfill his obligation to his own and his family's needs. You must find contentment in your work 

and rejoice in your labor, for then God will give you joy and gladness in your heart. 

 

July 15 

Read Ecclesiastes 7:1a 



“A good name is better than precious ointment.” A good name? Does that mean that some people have 

better names than others? It is true that sometimes people are called a bad name when they do 

something incorrect or foolhardy. But let’s take your last name, for instance. You have the same last 

name as your father and mother, your siblings, your paternal grandparents, etc. It is a name that has 

been carried on for many generations. It is a name to be proud of. And if you are a member of a family 

who have lived their lives walking in the way of the Lord, your name is revered by your fellow saints. 

It only takes one member of that family to sully the name for an entire family. Therefore if one member 

of that family chooses to walk in an ungodly way, it is a reflection on that whole family’s reputation 

and name. Even if this brother repents and is forgiven of his sin, it is hard to forget a dark mark on a 

family’s name. Always live your life in a godly fashion for “a good name is better than precious 

ointment.” 

 

July 16 

Read Ecclesiastes 7:8-10 

Patience is a virtue that is acquired as we mature. It is so easy to get angry at something that is said or 

done against us. Pride always gets in the way, for when our pride is wounded, we get angry. But the 

Lord tells us that a quick temper rests in the bosom of fools. When we feel we have been wronged, we 

must swallow our pride, and find out the reason for this wrong, for it might have resulted from a 

misunderstanding. Having angry hearts will bring you down; it will tear you apart until it overcomes 

you. We must strive for patience instead of anger. 

 

July 17 

Read Ecclesiastes 7:11-12 

It is better to be wise than to be rich. Riches are a guard and wisdom is a guard. Wisdom also has many 

advantages over riches. A man can be rich but not have the wisdom to be prudent with his money. He 

will squander it away on foolish earthly things that when he dies will do him no good. Whereas a wise 

man knows that money can’t buy him happiness here on earth. A wise man knows that living a godly 

life on earth is more important than accumulating riches. If you are sick, your money can buy the best 

medical care there is, but your money cannot keep you from dying an earthly death. But if you are wise 

in the knowledge of Christ, you know that if you die an earthly death, you will still live an eternal life. 

 

July 18 

Read Ecclesiastes 7:13-14 

Sometimes we tend to think we know what lies ahead of us because of the way we have “planned 

ahead.” We set certain goals for ourselves and expect them all to fall into place. But as Christians we 

know that no matter what our intentions are for our future, only God knows and directs these things. 

We cannot change God’s plan. Sometimes our best “plans” are put aside because God wants something 

else for us. We might lose our job and our earthly security, or we might fall ill by God’s hand when we 

ourselves think we are so strong. We cannot fathom what God has in store for us, because He has laid 

out our whole life before the world began. We can’t change this plan, no matter how much we dislike it, 

or how much we try to change it. God is unchanging. We must joy in prosperity and in adversity. 

 

July 19 

Read Ecclesiastes 11:1 & 2 

Take two sunflower seeds and plant one in the bright sun and the other in the shade. Water them both 

daily. After a week or so, the seed planted in the sun will spring up out of the dirt a strong, healthy 

plant. After a couple of weeks, the seed planted in the shade will pop out of the dirt, but will not be or 

look like the strong, healthy plant that is flourishing in the sunshine. Just as so, sometimes the seed of 

truth lies dormant for many years, not growing strong. The Christian teaching of a child may lie in the 



heart of someone, not bearing fruit for many years, until something is said or done to warm the heart of 

that person so that they might grow strong and healthy spiritually. So often the seed of truth lies 

dormant in the heart of man because of sin and unbelief, but then the heart is opened once again to the 

truth and the seeds planted years before, still live, and they break through the ground and grow strong. 

 

July 20 

Read Ecclesiastes 11:9 & 10 

It is wonderful to be young, having goals, wanting to do and see things. You must strive to reach these 

goals, and do the things you want to do. But you have to remember that you must account to God for 

everything you do and say. Always think your goals through before you do them as to whether you will 

be glorifying your Lord in doing them. For in your youth, you have your whole life to live yet if the 

Lord wills, so don’t do anything foolish that might change how you live the rest of your life. 

 

July 21 

Read Ecclesiastes 12:9-12 

A minister searches the Scriptures to find wisdom in the words he preaches. He searches for the truth. 

He is wise in the Word of the Lord. A child who studies many books on many subjects can become 

wise to what others teach, but he is learning the opinions of others. Studying the opinions of others can 

be exhausting because they go on forever, for there is no end to the opinions and beliefs of others. But 

in studying the Words of Scripture, you are studying the truth, not opinions. This is true wisdom. 

 

July 22 

Read Ecclesiastes 12:13 & 14 

In conclusion to the words found in Ecclesiastes, what really matters in living your life is that you fear 

God in all that you do and say. Your whole duty in life is to keep His commandments and always walk 

a godly walk. We might be able to hide our sins from others here on earth, but we can never hide them 

from our God. And He will judge you for every thing you have ever said and done, whether it be good 

or bad. 

 

July 23 

Read Psalm 150:1-6 

There are so many ways we can praise (worship) our Lord, and the Psalms are filled with how we can 

praise Him and what to praise Him for. We must praise Him in the sanctuary; we must praise Him 

wherever we are. We must praise Him for His mighty acts and according to His excellent greatness. We 

must praise Him in music with singing and with the trumpet and psaltery and harp. And praise Him 

with stringed instruments and organs, and loud cymbals. No matter where we are, if we live and have 

breath, we must praise His Most Holy Name. 

 

July 24 

Read II Corinthians 5:4 

Burdens weigh us down so much that we groan from the heaviness of them. Compare your burdens to a 

big rock. You certainly could not carry the entire rock at one time. Only by chipping away a portion of 

this rock every day could you carry it. God does not require you to carry the whole rock at one time, 

but gives you just a portion to carry for each day. Sometimes though, you might choose to add to your 

burden by trying to carry yesterday’s rock over again, and by trying to add tomorrow’s rock before you 

are required to carry it. We tend to needlessly assume burdens by refusing to forget yesterday’s troubles 

and by foreseeing tomorrow’s burdens before He has provided grace for them as He has promised to 

give us. We all have burdens to bear in this life, but “strengthened by His sustaining hand, we shall find 

His yoke easy and His burden light” (Psalm 55:22). 



 

July 25 

Read I Peter 5:1-4 

Peter, an elder of the church, exhorts his fellow elders to feed the flock of God willingly, not 

grudgingly; and not for what they will get out of it monetarily, but because they seek to serve the Lord. 

So must all of those who are over others minister willingly, not being oppressive in their leadership, 

and never glorying in themselves as one put in a position of authority, but leading them by their own 

good example. For when the Lord comes, your reward will be great and you will “receive a crown of 

glory that fadeth not away.” 

 

July 26 

Read I Peter 5:5-6 

Peter exhorts the younger men to follow and submit themselves to the leadership of those who are older 

and in authority. You must not try to oppose those in authority because of your pride, but do your work 

willingly and with a humble heart. Sometimes you don’t want to do a job you are asked to do, for you 

think you are above it and are worried what others will think of you. But God has put those in authority 

over you and you must work willingly at any job that is asked of you. He opposes the proud of heart, 

but gives grace to the humble. 

 

July 27 

Read I Peter 5:7-9 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Watch every step you take, for Satan is as a hungry lion, seeking 

to devour you. He watches you and strikes when he sees you stumble. You must not put yourself in a 

situation that will tempt you to fall, for Satan will be ready to snare you. Be steadfast in your walk, 

trusting the Lord to take care of your worries and cares, and to care for the burdens of all your brethren 

on this earth. For God is watching you also and He alone will keep you from falling prey to the devil, if 

you put all your trust in Him. “To Him be the glory and dominion for ever and ever.” 

 

July 28 

Read Mark 6:32-44 

The story of the five loaves and two fishes is one that every child loves to hear. How Christ could 

multiply only five loaves of bread and two fishes to feed about five thousand people is truly a miracle 

and hard for us to fathom. The lesson in this story is that when we give our all to our Saviour, His hand 

of blessings to us will multiply. We don’t know what God has in store for us, or what He will have 

accomplished through us by putting us on this earth, but if we give our best every day to Him, His 

powerful hand will multiply our blessings endlessly. Let us strive to give Him our all. 

 

July 29 

Read John 14:2-4 

“In my Father’s house are many mansions ... I go to prepare a place for you.” When you move from 

one house to another, you usually move to a place that is better than the one you came from. The 

Christian knows that when he dies, his soul will be taken up to glory to rest in a beautiful mansion God 

has prepared for him. We must never forget that our Lord has already prepared this place for us, and 

that this mansion is much better than our present earthly home. We must always be ready for He will 

come for us at His appointed time to take us up to His heavenly mansion. 

 

 

July 30 

Read Colossians 3:1-4 



“Seek those things which are above.” As children of God we are alive in Christ. We must not spend our 

time worrying about the mundane things here on earth, for when we die they will not matter. We must 

seek the treasures and joys of heaven, for our real life is in heaven with our heavenly Father. Our life 

here on earth is but a moment, but our life in heaven is eternal. Constantly seek those things which are 

above, for soon you will be able to experience the unbounded joys and rich treasures in heaven with 

our Lord. 

 

July 31 

Read II King 10:16 

“Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord.” These words were spoken by Jehu who, through 

slaying the prophets of Baal, showed much enthusiasm for God’s cause. Yet in his own relationship to 

God he “departed not . . . from the sins of Jeroboam . . . who made Israel to sin.” Jehu certainly had 

zeal, but it was without dedication. Such zeal may achieve some good, but it falls short, and isn’t as 

effective as it should be. And then there are those who are totally dedicated to the truth, but yet are not 

full of zeal and enthusiasm, so that it is hard to receive this truth. Let us be full of zeal and earnest in 

our enthusiasm when we witness the truth always. For “it is good to be zealously affected always in a 

good thing” (Galatians 4:18a). 
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