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Clouds pile up on the horizon, billowing high. The sun slips behind and it grows darker. 

The birds are silent, the air is thick, the silence disrupted only by the deep rumbling of thunder in 

the distance. Lightning jabs at the earth as the low band of boiling black clouds advance steadily 

forward, enveloping everything in its path with a white curtain of rain and hail. The wind picks 

up, the overhead power-lines moan and whine. A few big drops of rain plop in the dust. Without 

warning a thick bolt of lightning cracks through the air and smashes a nearby tree into splinters 

and every living creature cowers and trembles in the darkness as the thunder rumbles and 

tumbles across the sky. The wind shrieks and the rain pours down in torrents. Soon, however, the 

rain slackens, the sky begins to lighten, the wind begins to die down, and everything is left 

dripping wet and little streams of water race down the hills. A crack appears in the clouds, a ray 

of sunlight pierces through, and a rainbow silently appears with a perfect graceful arc in pure 

colors against the black wall of clouds. But what do the raging black storm and the bright 

cheerful rainbow mean? Just a coincidence, a natural phenomena? By no means. God sends the 

storm and the rainbow as a picture of a heavenly reality which even the birds perceive. They are 

deathly silent in the storm, but begin to sing again when the rainbow appears. God reveals the 

heavenly reality of this picture to His people with His Word. Rev. Heys shows us how. 

 

A rainbow, Young People, being very colorful and beautiful in man's eyes, is for the 

child of God a very comforting manifestation of God's grace, and of the richness of the salvation 

which He realizes for us. 

We find that so clearly presented in Genesis 9:13-17, where we read the following: 
 

“I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a 

covenant between me and the earth. And it shall come to pass 

when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in 

the cloud: And I will remember my covenant, which is between me 

and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 

no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. And the bow shall be 

in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature that is 

upon the earth. And God said to Noah, This is the token of the 

covenant, which I have established between me and all the flesh 

that is upon the earth.” 
 

First of all then, bear in mind the fact that God spoke here of setting a rainbow in a cloud. 

This rainbow is a token of His covenant, and He reveals to Noah and his sons three basic things. 

He presents a very dark cloud, which has a bow in front of it, and the sun which causes that 

rainbow to appear on that dark cloud. 

What we have presented here by that dreadful storm is God’s holy wrath upon those who 

did not enter into that ark, which Noah had been called to build. Outside of that ark there were 

the unbelievers, whom God did not want in that ark, and upon whom He sent that terrible storm 

to bring them down into hell, to suffer His wrath against them. For they hated Him and 



manifested this by their sinful walk of life. We are by nature as spiritually dead as the seed of 

Satan, who brought spiritual death through the fall of Adam and Eve. 

Now what is presented in the front part of a dreadfully dark cloud is a beautiful rainbow. 

And it is caused by the sun shining upon that cloud. There simply cannot be a rainbow in the 

front part of a cloud unless the sun shines upon it with its bright light. 

In this passage is a very rich and comforting truth concerning our salvation, which God 

realized through His Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Take note of the fact that in the passage 

quoted above, God declares, “I will remember my covenant which is between me and you, and 

every living creature.” Take note then of the fact that the bow is in that dark cloud, not simply in 

front of it. That dark cloud represents the whole human race, as it is spiritually. And that rainbow 

represents a part of that cloud, that is eternally chosen by God in Christ to become a beautiful 

people, shining with the glory that Christ earned for them. And what we must hold on to tightly 

is the truth which God presented to Noah, namely, that this bow (which later on in the Book of 

Revelation, is called a rainbow) is part of that dark cloud on which the sun shines and realizes 

this beautiful rainbow. 

Take note also of the fact that God says that He will set that rainbow in the cloud, not 

simply in front of that dark cloud. That storm refers to God’s holy wrath upon the human race; 

but it does not fall on those whom He in His grace forms as a rainbow. 

That rainbow, presented here in Genesis 9, represents God’s eternally chosen church, 

which is freed from the terrible punishment, which comes upon the human race, ever since Adam 

and Eve fell into sin and guilt and could not bring forth any children who were not guilty. By 

nature, and thus by our natural birth, we come into this world as those who deserve God’s 

terrible wrath. But the rainbow is a part of that dark cloud, which God in His grace changed into 

a beautiful rainbow. Just take hold then, Young People, on how beautiful God makes His church, 

that by nature belongs to that terribly dark cloud. 

Satan had caused the whole human race to become spiritually dead, lacking all the love of 

God. The whole human race became filled with hatred toward God. And being spiritually dead, 

as Adam and Eve became, all those represented by that dark cloud cannot even want to be saved 

from their spiritual death. Foolishly enough, some of them commit suicide, trying to get away 

from their physical pain. They actually add to their pains, falling into the torment of hell. While 

all those chosen in Christ will surely through death go into that everlasting heavenly glory, which 

is pictured in this passage of Scripture, as becoming a beautiful rainbow. 

That rainbow, however, is beautiful, for it, as a rainbow, has the red, orange, yellow, 

green, blue, indigo and violet colors. That word rainbow here pictures to us what a tremendous 

change will by God’s grace be ours, compared with the unbelievers, who are rushing toward 

everlasting woe and pain, which they cannot stop or lessen. 

Still more, a rainbow, as you know, is in the shape of an arc, which has a bowlike 

curvature, with one part running down on one side, and the other part running down on the other 

side. This presents the truth that God’s glorious people are Jews and Gentiles. All of these elect 

Jews and Gentiles will have that same rainbow beauty. 

Take note of that which we find in Ezekiel 1:28. There we find two basic elements. We 

read that there is a bow in the cloud, in a day when it is raining in a terrible storm. But we also 

read that this bow represents “the appearance of the likeness of the glory of God.” Yes, that 

rainbow, the church of God, will enjoy with body and soul the heavenly glory which Christ 

earned for us. 



We, today, very seldom see a rainbow. During our labor in Jamaica we did once see a 

beautiful rainbow. But what we must bear in mind is that we have God’s Word from Genesis 

through Revelation, and in this our God brings us the blessed and comforting truth of what Christ 

Jesus, His Son in our flesh, did for us, and is pictured in that rainbow. 

Now in Revelation 10:1 we find a very beautiful and striking truth. In this verse we are 

taught that a mighty angel will “come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow 

was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire.” Here we 

again find three basic elements, namely the sun, a cloud and a rainbow. And this verse presents 

to us a picture of the coming of Christ down to this earth. He is the “mighty angel.” And with 

Him are those elect, presented as a cloud wherewith He is clothed. These elect definitely are with 

Him, when He returns. 

The beautiful and comforting truth that we have here is Christ’s return to this earth, to 

bring those, who were chosen in Him, into the glory of the coming New Jerusalem, which is 

coming at a divinely appointed time. And now that He is clothed with a cloud means that all the 

elect, who had been with Him in heaven with their souls, return to receive their glorified bodies. 

That divinely presented rainbow, as we noted, is also presented here. For a rainbow is part of a 

cloud upon which the sun shines. 

Be sure then, Young People, that we are going to enjoy all the spiritual glory pictured by 

a rainbow. We belong to that cloud with which Christ is clothed in this vision. But we, by God’s 

grace, can see this cloud changed into a beautiful rainbow, even as today we see such beauty of a 

rainbow in a diamond or piece of glass, when the sun shines on it. 

Yes, that promise which God gave to Noah and his sons will soon be fulfilled for all of 

those chosen in Christ, and redeemed by His cross, namely, all those redeemed by Christ through 

His cross. 

Look than for the day when Christ shall come back, and bring to every one of the elect, 

the glory, pictured in a rainbow. Do not let the pain, and losses which you may suffer in this life, 

take away from you that hope and desire to be with Christ, in all the blessedness of that New 

Jerusalem. Be sure that the almighty God set a rainbow in a cloud during a flood, that killed all 

the citizens of Satan's Kingdom of Sin. Be sure that the beauty of the salvation, which Christ 

earned for us, is coming. We have a rainbow promised to us. Let that strengthen your faith, and 

give you absolute confidence, when, in the day of the coming antichrist, we will be persecuted. 

We have a divinely presented rainbow, which will cause us to have all the beauty of the 

salvation which God realized through His Son in our flesh, and for our everlasting glory. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Rev. Heys is a retired minister of the Protestant Reformed Churches. He is a member of 

Hudsonville Protestant Reformed Church. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 54 No. 5 May 1995 

 

 


