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"The fear of the LORD is the  

beginning of knowledge: but 

 fools despise wisdom 

 and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7 

 

Tim tried to steer his sled to the left and then to the right, but finally he slid completely 

out of control. Snow and ice bit into his face as his ride abruptly ended in a bush at the bottom of 

the hill. Wiping the snow and a few branches off himself, Tim stood up and inspected his sled. 

Sure enough, one of the runners was bent. His father had told him to stay on the right side of the 

hill, but the left side looked so much steeper— and more fun. 

Tim supposed the sled could be fixed, but by the time he would get back to the hill again, 

it would be too dark to sled. With a sigh, he picked up the sled and marched home, determined to 

conquer that side of the hill tomorrow. 
 

********************** 
 

From the top of the hill Tom stood holding his sled, surveying the scene in front of him. 

It was a beautiful winter landscape with snow-clad trees and bushes to his right, and a perfect 

sled run to his left. His father had told him to stay on the left side of the hill, and though it was 

sometimes fun to make a new path, the well- traveled slope looked like it would give a good ride. 

Tom looked to the right once more, appreciating the view that his Creator had made, and with 

that he turned to the left, set his sled down, and hopped on. What a ride! 

Tom slid down the hill time after time, until he was finally too tired to have even one 

more ride. Slowly he walked home. Not only was he tired, but he was content too, savoring the 

time he had enjoyed on this winter day. 
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