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“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 

Psalm 119:105 

 

The figure that is used here suggests a dense, black darkness, a path through the darkness 

that leads to heaven, a lamp or a lantern, and a person who is walking in the light of the lantern 

to his eternal Home. 

Remember that this is a confession; a confession made, let me say, particularly by you 

young people. I say, particularly by you, because as young people you stand with your whole life 

spread out before you. Your future is unknown; in fact you do not even know what tomorrow 

will bring. Nor are you aware of the many dangers that lurk along that dark pathway. You young 

folk are urged to take this confession on your lips, and even more, to live it. 

A great expanse of darkness lies before you. One reason for that is that you have not 

traveled this way before. You may try to imagine what lies ahead; you may dream pleasant 

dreams of the future, but you do not know. In fact, that future is bound to be different from 

anything you can now imagine. If the Lord delays in coming, the future will bring new 

discoveries, new inventions. New vistas will open up. The world keeps changing. And God has 

deemed it wise to hide the future from us. We take one step at a time into the unknown. 

The darkness that reaches out before us includes the wickedness of this present evil world 

that crowds in on our lives every day. We see it, we hear it, we read about it in the news. We 

experience it in our contact with the world of sin, blatant wickedness, cursing, swearing; speech 

and actions that make us shudder. We realize that as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven we are 

pilgrims and aliens in a world of sin and death. 

All this would not be so dangerous for us, if it were not that we ourselves are still by 

nature sinners, prone to all evil. The devil tempts, the world either threatens or lures us, and the 

sin that wars in our members opposes us. 

My lantern is “Thy Word.” 

I believe that the Bible is the divinely inspired, inerrant Word of God. I believe that “all 

Scripture is given by the inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect, throughly 

furnished unto all good works,” (II Timothy 3:16). I also believe “that no prophecy of the 

Scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of 

man; but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,” (II Peter 1:20, 21). I 

believe that because the Bible itself says so, and the testimony of the Spirit in my heart confirms 

it. 

Are you not thankful that we have that Word as our guide, and that we can freely read 

and study it? There was a time when the common people were not allowed to read the Bible. 

The Roman Catholic Church kept the Bible chained in the monasteries. That “Church” 

still maintains that only they can interpret the Bible for you, so that the “Church” will tell you 

what they want you to believe. The battle cry of the great Reformation, among other things, was, 

“sola Scriptura,” only the Scriptures. The church cannot tell us about God; only the Scriptures 

can do that. 



I am thankful to God for that stand of our fathers ever since the Reformation. I am also 

thankful that we belong to a church where the truth of the Scriptures is faithfully preached and 

maintained. 

That Word is the light that penetrates the darkness of our present night. It shows us the 

way that we must go, the path that we must walk to reach our eternal Home. 

The path that reaches out before you is that particular road that you must travel to attain 

to your place in glory. Jesus speaks of the narrow way that leads to eternal life. It is your way, 

which you must walk to attain your eternal goal. It has enemies lurking that will seek to lead you 

away from the truth of God’s Word and from a godly walk. There are rugged areas, steep slopes 

to climb and to descend. You will have to be alert every moment, careful at every step you take, 

straining every muscle of your body. Your backpack will weigh heavily on your shoulders, every 

muscle of your body is bound to ache. At times the way may seem to be too difficult, so that you 

ask yourself, “Is it all worth while?” Along with your fellow travelers you sigh, 

“O send the day of joy and light, 

For long has been our sorrow's night;  

Afflicted through the weary years, 

We wait until Thy help appears; 

With us and with our sons abide, 

In us let God be glorified.” 

This is the way that God in His love and wisdom has planned just for you. It is the only 

possible way to prepare you for your place before the throne in heaven. How could you ever find 

that path in the darkness of this present world without the lantern of God’s Word. Our God 

assures you, “I will instruct thee in the way which thou shalt go. I will guide thee with my eye,” 

(Psalm 32:8). We can confidently say, “Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward 

receive me to glory.” As disciples of Jesus Christ we are called to deny ourselves, take up our 

cross, and follow in His footsteps as He leads the way. 

Our Lantern does not spread its beam far and wide and into distant future, but it leads us 

one step at a time. No matter how dark the night, no matter what enemies may lurk in the 

darkness or what dangers may threaten, this Lantern is our sure guide. We need that, for our 

spirit is willing, but our flesh is weak. 

As young people with the future looming up before you, you have some very important 

decisions to make. 

You live in a sex saturated environment, where promiscuity is condoned, if not 

encouraged. Gradually many even in the world begin to recognize the fact, that many teenagers 

have the guilt of murder on their consciences, or are child-mothers with the responsibility of 

rearing a child. Realizing these consequences, they are encouraging young folks to “say no to 

sex.” They give various reasons, but you as followers of Christ have the best reason of all. You 

can say, as Joseph did to Potiphar’s wife, “How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 

God?” Your goal is to be a true picture of Christ and His church, the pure Bridegroom and His 

holy bride. 

You have a calling to take your own divinely appointed place as steward in God’s house. 

Certain gifts and talents are entrusted to you as to none other. Those you are to use in a manner 

pleasing to God. To enjoy your future you must be able to use those talents to the best of your 

ability. Well may you pray daily that God direct you to the task for which He has fitted you. 

 



What could be more dependable than the divinely inspired, infallible Word of God as 

your guide? Taking the truth as God reveals it to us in Jesus Christ by the enlightening of the 

Holy Spirit in our hearts, we can safely walk our pathway with confidence and joy. 

Your parents made great sacrifices to give you a Christian education in a Christian school 

that bases all its instruction on the Scriptures. Your church has faithfully taught you in the 

catechism classes ever since you were able to read. And you still have the truth of the Holy 

Scriptures brought to you every Sunday by your minister. 

We still have available to us the instruction of the church, not only in the preaching and 

catechism, but also in our societies. We do not walk life’s pathway alone. We walk in the 

company of our fellow saints as a support and comfort to one another. We should not only attend 

these societies, but also take an active part. A lively society depends on the input of each 

member. A worthwhile contribution requires study and preparation. Is it worth it to you? What 

are your priorities? 

We sing with the church of all ages, “Thy Word, O Lord, will safely guide, if in its 

wisdom we confide.” 

We confess, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, a light unto my path.” Do we live it? 
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