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Here is a diagram of the antithesis. What is the antithesis? It means that for each child of 

God, the Word of God supplies a rule of life that separates the Christian from the ungodly. Each 

Christian is called to live this life of antithesis, life of distinction. Everything that you say must 

identify you as belonging to Christ, not the devil and his hosts. Everything you do should reflect 

your place in the light, rather than in the darkness. 

What you wear, how you wear it, who you hang out with, where you go with them, which 

school you attend, how you act at school, what you tell your parents, how you say it to them, 

who you date, why you date them, and what you do on your dates. All this should distinguish 

you as clearly inside the clean, white half of the antithesis. It is a distinction for which God 

deserves our praise. By our morning and evening prayers, the Lord sustains our efforts to walk 

antithetically by His grace. Let me ask you, Did you ever hear your preacher say, “Faith and 

doctrine go hand in hand?” Of course, it is the antithesis that lays out that beautiful harmony of 

faith and doctrine in your own personal walk. Consider your soul, your life—in terms of black 

and white. 

This is the antithesis from a watered- down Bible (which is no Bible at all). Tucked in 

between the stark black and white is a soft gray area that cushions the sharp distinction between 

the two. This is the rule to live by in many churches today. You do not have to be so pious, go to 

church so often, or avoid foolish entertainments. It is much more simple than that. All you have 

to do is say that you are a Christian, show up at church a couple times a month, avoid the basest 

pleasures, and try not to kill anybody. This way, when you go out on dates and to alcohol parties 

with friends, you find yourself with the luxury of more lee-way. The gray area frees you to do 

more, to have more fun! With more room to move, life is not so strict. Without those restrictions 

cramping your life-style, you certainly may blur that church identity with the world’s. Use the 

convenient gray area. It has fewer rules from a harsh, strict, and outdated Bible. More rights = 

more fun. 

A more realistic depiction of the antithesis would have each portion of white, each church 

member, surrounded on all sides by darkness. That is really the way it is for each member. 

Despite friends and fellowship, we all find ourselves assaulted by worldly things left and right. 

All day, every day. You cannot hide. You cannot find asylum in a church building. You might 

try! You could pretend to be the helpless calf in the middle of the herd, inside a formidable ring 

of adult elephants, safe from predators. But, you are not protected like a tiny, innocent calf. 

Given the spiritual equipment to fight for the kingdom, you are supposed to wage WAR with the 

evil that lies in front, behind, and on both sides. With prayer, grace and strength from God alone, 

you do this all day long until you are exhausted. In this war, when you as a “white square” 

interact with those “black squares” around you, “Do good to those who hate you” and stay inside 

the godly half of the antithesis. But, “reward evil with evil," and you have stumbled into the dark 

side. 

To the left, you see a close-up view of the checkered diagram. Zooming in, it becomes a 

lone white square encompassed by darkness, as if looking at it under a magnifying glass. It is a 

striking picture! It reminds me of the story told in II Kings 6. Back in the days of Elisha, the king 

of Syria (Benhadad) went to war against Israel. He approached the nation of Israel with an army 

of swift and blinding power. But, by the time he invaded, the king of Israel was waiting for him. 



Enraged by the ambush, Benhadad demanded to know who had leaked military information to 

the Israelite army. No one had done so. And upon hearing that it was no double-crosser, but a 

certain prophet Elisha who was warning the King Jehoram, Benhadad sent a dispatch to fetch 

Elisha. Late at night, this large host of Syrians surrounded the town where Elisha was staying. At 

break of dawn, Elisha’s servant woke up and found himself staring at a Syrian force of horses 

and chariots. “Alas, my master! How shall we do?” (verse 15) Elisha calmed him down, 

reminding him of the power of God. Elisha then uttered a prayer, “Lord, I pray thee, open his 

eyes, that he may see.” As soon as he said these words, we read that the Lord did open the young 

man’s eyes, and behold, “the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha” 

(verse 17). The lesson? When the pressures of the world overwhelm, pray that you may see the 

Lord’s hand, His merciful guidance—His protecting angels in their chariots of fire. 

David wrote many of his psalms in times like that—times when his soul was troubled. 

However, you probably will not read any of these in a public school. Not Psalm 13. Not Psalm 

22 or 42. Nothing... from Genesis to Revelation. Note that the whole circle at left is just one big, 

gray unit. The giant gray area symbolizes the public school system that does not allow the 

Psalms of David. By law, our public school system will not allow the antithesis—our Christian 

identity—inside its walls. A man named John Dewey had a lot to do with this. Back in the 

1920’s, he had public schools emphasize the process of learning over the knowledge acquired. 

Basically this means, it is not what the children learn, it is how they learn. It is teaching system 

resting on student self-expression. And since the Christian faith is prohibited by law from being 

that basis... when it comes down to conveying moral education to the children, each student is 

taught how to choose his own value system. No facts, No principles, No law of God. 

Formulate your own opinions. Be yourself! This is the essence of public education: total 

absence of black and white. The whole business is a pale, cloudy gray that envelops the system 

like a suffocating smog. 

Having our own Christian schools, it may seem relatively easy to avoid this gray area. 

Terribly expensive maybe, but still possible to avoid blending into the world's identity and 

schools. But, are there other things we get our grimy hands into that dirty up the clean, black-

and-white antithesis? This diagram, divided up into black and white quarters, is a picture of a 

Secchi disk. A Secchi disk is used on research boats for water testing. When it is tied to a string, 

the disk is lowered into the water. Someone measures the depth at which the two white quarters 

are still visible. When the water is crystal clear, the Secchi disk reading can be quite deep (4-5 

meters). In spots of muddy water, the reading is very shallow (0.5-1 meter). 

Try using a Secchi disk on yourself. Fasten a (rope to it, and dip it into your life. Drop 

one right into your day. Send it deep, about 4-5 meters down, and then look at it. Can you still 

see it? Do the white quarters show up distinctly? Is the antithesis obvious in your life? Or, is 

there a lot of muddy water that blurs a shallow Christian identity? The antithesis requires each of 

us to be able to measure a clear, deep recording. Yet still we often tend to wallow in the 

brownest, murkiest waters. 

We might try to ignore it and lie by saying that we are like soft pools of glass, with 

scarcely a ripple. However, the gospel does not reach those who feel no need for relief. The 

gospel does not heal the people who refuse to admit having any muddy water in their lives. The 

comfort of the gospel is for those who understand the miserable water conditions and desperately 

seek help and forgiveness. 

No fictional character ever understood this better than Christian, the pilgrim in John 

Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. He suffered and suffered under his burden until he was able to drop 



it at the foot of the cross. Once he did this, he saw the way of obedience before him. It was a 

straight way, the narrow path. And it was full of traps and snares. No walk-in-the-park, by any 

means. But, the Lord of the way guided him down that straight, white path. He led him safely 

down the road, with dangers of darkness on either side which pulled at his clothes, mocked him, 

deceived him, and even tried to murder him. This is the antithesis we find throughout Bunyan's 

story. It is a black-and-white portrayal of the antithesis as a pilgrimage on earth. There is a valley 

of the shadow of death in this life. Yet, the Word of God lights our way on the narrow, white 

path—right through the valley's traps. In the end, it leads Christian to the Celestial City to praise 

the Lamb of God. 

Christian made it safely, but not without trials and troubles. He had his failures—those 

times when he was disobedient to the Lord of the way. Remember his near-fatal encounter with 

the giant Despair at Doubting Castle. He spent some time off the pathway, in the antithetical 

darkness. The way was never obstacle-free for Christian. 

Wouldn't it be so much better if it was obstacle-free? That way, Christian could have 

done a nice, easy trot up to the celestial gates. An obstacle-free pilgrimage would be much easier 

on us, too. No trials, no tribulation, no persecution. Right before the second coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, there will be a rapture... (or so goes the heresy of premillenialism). The raptured 

ones will be with Christ in the air for seven years, before coming to reign with Him in the old 

Jerusalem for 1000 years. This way, believers get to miss the great tribulation. 

Miss the great tribulation? Is this how the Word of God has it? What does this tell you 

about the premillenial “antithesis”? There is not a single black spot on it. No obstacles, just all 

white. It sounds silly, but the problem is not that it is too nice, too easy. The real problem is that 

this is not the Word of God. God reveals to us in His Word that Christ will come at a time of 

intense persecution for the church! The church will not be raptured; we will suffer! This is God's 

good pleasure in the way of saving His church. The idea of an all-white antithesis is foolish. 

Some of it is black; some is white. 

Live as the Bible teaches us to live. Dwell inside the white goodness of God's favor in 

obedience to Him. Dwell beneath His caring wing. Despise and fight against the black filthiness 

of evil in and around you. That... is... the antithesis of the Word of God. 
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