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"Now there was no smith found throughout all the land of Israel," I Samuel 13:19a. 

 

Today the blacksmith shop has become a museum piece. Since the automobile has replaced the 

horse and carriage the blacksmith extinguished his fire, put away his anvil, took off his heavy apron 

and closed shop. His usefulness is a thing of the past. 

In the days of Israel the smith had other duties than shoeing horses. Practically all the tools used 

were of a metal that needed repeated sharpening. If you will look up the passage in I Samuel 13, you 

will find a whole list of tools that were sharpened by the smith at the time of Saul and Jonathan. 

But the smith also made weapons of war. In fact, Israel was completely dependent upon the 

smith for swords and spears. So what happened? The Philistines did not allow any smiths in all of 

Israel. As for sharpening their tools, they either went down to the Philistines to sharpen them or they, 

used a file for that purpose. But they were not able to make swords and spears. There was no smith, so 

they had no weapons of war. Which meant that they could not attack their arch-enemy, the Philistines. 

But it also meant that they were defenseless over against them. They were ready victims of the foe. 

Israel was the covenant people of God. This means that the devil had devised a plot to wipe out 

the church of the old dispensation. 

This was not the first nor only time that Satan had tried to wipe out God’s cause from the face 

of the earth. Ever since the fall of Adam and Eve in paradise, this Temptor of our first parents sought 

out ways and means of preventing the coming of the Savior by wiping out the church. If he should 

succeed he would stand victorious over the cause of the living God upon the earth. 

He killed Abel. He stirred up wicked Lamech and others to destroy the church that existed 

before the flood. He used the attractive women of the world to lure the young men of the church. The 

sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair, and they joined the world with all its lusts. 

After the flood we read of Nimrod, the mighty hunter, who in his day already had tried to 

establish a world empire. Esau sought to kill Jacob. Egypt oppressed the children of Israel. Many more 

instances could be cited. It is the battle of the ages. Satan always stands as the chief opponent of God 

and His Christ, causing the heathen to rage and the people to imagine vain things. 

It was no different in the days of Saul and Jonathan. The Philistines were determined to subdue 

and conquer Israel. Deprived of weapons, Israel could neither attack nor defend themselves from the 

onslaughts of the enemy. 

There was no smith throughout all the land of Israel. Saul’s army had no swords nor spears. 

There were two swords, one in the hands of Saul and the other in the hands of Jonathan. Two swords 

over against a well-armed army of the Philistines. 

Does the devil use the same tactics today? Is he working to take your sword and spear away 

from you? Does he try to make you defenseless over against all his onslaughts? Yes, especially from 

you, the covenant youth of the church? 

In Ephesians 6:14-17 we read of the armor of the Christian soldier, required for lighting the 

forces of darkness. Most of the parts of that armor are for defense. But one weapon is both for defense 

and assault, namely, “The sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” 

Satan attacks that Word of God to deprive us of our weapons in our warfare with the forces of 

darkness. 

He does this by openly and cunningly denying the infallibility and inerrancy of the holy 

Scriptures. He will remind you that the Bible was written by secondary authors, ordinary men, who 

were imperfect, even as we are, and could readily have made errors while writing the original 

autographa. 



Or he will assert that the entire Bible is not inspired, but that the Word of God is found in the 

Bible. That is done in many subtle ways. He may point you to the many “errors” in the Bible. I read a 

book that purported to present 300 errors in the Bible, most of which were so ridiculous that one 

wonders how anyone dared to present them. Or he will try to prove to you that historically and 

scientifically the Bible is inaccurate, only the doctrine taught in the Bible can be accepted. 

Another attempt that is used to deprive us of our sole weapon of defense is the many 

translations, or so-called translations, that are on the market today. Every effort is made to discredit the 

accuracy and importance of the Authorized, or King James Version of the Bible. Many facts can be 

stated in favor of the King James Version, especially that the lofty style still is the easiest to memorize 

and to retain. 

I have not yet mentioned the strong, destructive power of heresy. Even the devil can cite 

Scripture for his purpose, and he does so through many false teachers. They sound so sincere, but they 

are so very misleading. There is the error of modernism that is cloaked in piety. There is the error of 

Arminianism that runs rampant through the churches. And many more. 

Then there is the deceptive tactics of making light of sound doctrine. Satan will tell you that it 

does not make any difference what you believe, as long as you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. All this 

cold doctrine is confusing. We need warmth, enthusiasm. We must be emotionally aroused and filled 

with excitement. 

But the Lord says, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). and Jesus 

says, “The truth shall make you free!” (John 8:32). While John writes in his third epistle: “I have no 

greater joy than that I hear that my children walk in the truth” (III John 4). 

Still another subtle attempt of the devil to make us wide open for his attacks is to arouse in us a 

lack of interest in the Word of God. Our lives and minds may be so cluttered with everything else that 

we have no interest in the Word. Satan likes nothing better than that we sit in church and day dream, 

occupying ourselves with thoughts of things that distract us from the worship service. We forget that 

we are there to worship our God, to praise Him for all His blessings, and, in turn, to be fed with the 

Bread of life. We sing without zeal, our minds wander during the congregational prayer, we put forth 

no effort to listen to the sermon. If afterward anyone were to ask us what the minister preached about 

we would be hard pressed to tell him. 

That same indifference can become a still more grievous sin when we attend our catechism 

class. How deeply sinful and how disrespectful it is to ignore our God and His Word, when we are so 

sorely in need of Him and His guidance. Our early years of life are given us for learning the things of 

the kingdom. If this valuable time is wasted we will suffer for it the rest of our lives. 

The devil likes nothing better than to make us completely defenseless against the onslaughts the 

powers of darkness. He seeks our souls to draw it with him into hell. 

You have a powerful weapon. Cherish your sword! Know how to wield it! Be prepared! Be 

alert! The enemy lurks every moment at every side! Faith is the victory that overcomes the world! 

(Next time: “Two Swords”) 
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