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“Jason, what do you think you’re doing? Can’t you even build a snow fort correctly?” Julie said 

as she crossed her arms and looked down at her little brother’s efforts. She sighed, shook her head, 

adjusted her mittens, and then began to build a wall next to his. “This way is stronger, and it looks nicer 

too. See?” Julie patted some snowballs in place and gave one more look of disgust at Jason’s wall of 

mounded snow. 

Jason had to admit that Julie’s wall was shaping up better than his, but she sure could make him 

angry sometimes! Without getting much farther on his part of the fort, he stood up and announced, “I’m 

going inside.” Julie hardly noticed him leave. 

“Hmph. Sisters ...” he mumbled as he came into the kitchen. 

“What’s that, Jason?” Mom asked, and she came to help him take off his scarf and mittens. 

“Oh, Julie was telling me the correct way to build a fort,” he answered, mimicking Julie’s 

haughty manner. 

“I see. Hm .... Here, you put your scarf and mittens back on and I’ll get my coat and go outside 

with you for awhile.” Soon they were both by Julie in the snow. 

“Oh. Hi, Mom, You’re going to help?” asked Julie. 

“Uh-huh.” 

“Hey, what’s that?” Julie asked again, pointing to something in Mother’s hand. 

Mother smiled kindly. “Oh, this is just a plastic box. I’ll show you how to make a better fort 

with it. Just pack the snow in here . . . unmold it in rows like this . . . and you have a ‘brick’ snow fort. 

See?” 

“Yea,” Jason sneered, “this is the correct way to build a fortF 

Mother gave Jason a reprimanding look. “Hm. It seems you both need work in giving gentle 

correction.” 

“Oh-h,” said Julie then in meek understanding. She glanced at Jason, but he was purposefully 

looking the other way. 

“C’mon, let’s get this fort made,” encouraged Mother. “It’s been years since I’ve worked on 

one!” 

Finally, the fort was finished and all three stepped back to admire it. It had turned out well after all. 
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