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This is the conclusion of the speech Mr. Kalsbeek give at the 1995 Young Peoples Convention. 

 

Young People, be not deceived! In Daniel, God provided a powerful example for us to follow. 

Daniel understood that if in the beginning of his sojourn in Babylon he joined the activities of Babylon, 

in the end his lifestyle and that of Babylon would be no different. You can be sure that if Daniel and his 

three friends had from day one eaten of the king’s meat; when it was time to bow before the king’s 

image, they would have been kissing the dirt along with all the rest of the Jews that were there. The 

same is true for us, if we participate in Babylon’s films and music now, sooner or later Babylon’s 

lifestyle and ours will be indistinguishable. Further, Babylon’s way of thinking will have an impact on 

every decision we make. 

Let’s look briefly at two of most important choices you are in the process of making, or will be 

making, in the next few years of your life to illustrate this. 

One of those decisions involves choosing your life’s calling. If you buy into Babylon’s lifestyle 

as expressed in its movies and music; money, fame, and power, will be what motivate you, rather than 

serving the God who has saved you. Oh, it may not happen over night, but it will happen. Maybe it will 

happen the way it did with a young man of Oak lawn, Ill. A recent issue of The Banner reported that he 

signed to play baseball for the Dodger’s class A team in San Bernadino. “He didn’t play on Sunday 

when he was growing up but he does now. Still he doesn’t have a problem with Sunday games, he said, 

because they don’t start till after 3 PM and don’t interfere with his attending worship services.” How 

silly! How foolish! Sounds a lot like Babylonian blather doesn’t it? 

Young women, what about your life’s calling? I’m convinced that there is no group under the 

attack of Babylon more than you are today; and there is no group more important to the church than 

you are. I suppose Satan knows that, which is why his attack on you is so fierce. You very really 

experience it don’t you? It’s career time! Careers, careers careers, that’s all you hear. Every where you 

turn it seems there is pressure to do everything but be a wife and stay-at-home mother. (Not that long 

ago, that was the only kind of mother there was.) Believe me, the church can do without secretaries, 

dental assistants, doctors, lawyers, nurses, and even teachers; but it cannot do without godly mothers, 

mothers who are willing to give their lives to the service of God in this way. Think about that, please! 

What about the choice of a husband, or wife? Young men, is your exposure to Babylon’s 

lifestyle going to have an impact on your choice here? Are Babylon’s standards, the pretty faces and the 

shapely legs, your standards? Or is it more important that she with you loves the Lord? Young men and 

young women, where do you look for friends of the opposite sex? Are you looking in Babylon, or 

Jerusalem? Are you looking at the beach or at a singspiration? The circuit in town, or the Young 

People’s activity of your church? Studio 28, or the Bible class at Southeast PRC? The dance hall, or 

Hudsonville Choral Society? Top of the Rock, or the Spring Retreat? Common sense should tell us in 

which of these places we are more apt to find a godly mate. And it’s really not that difficult to 

distinguish the meat from the pulse, is it? 

Just an aside, in my opinion, many of us give up looking for a mate in the right places too soon. 

We get to be 20 or 21 and decide to look elsewhere. We use an excuse like, “I know all the girls in our 

churches so well they’re like my sisters.” Or, “they’re so immature.” Let me tell you something 18 and 

19-year-old guys. Don’t write off those 15-year-old girls in the row in front of you. When you are 23 or 

24, they will be 19. A few years can make a lot of difference. (Believe me, I know this from 

experience.) My point is, be persistent; keep looking in the right places and the Lord will bless your 

faithfulness. He always does! His faithfulness to Daniel his three friends was not an exception, it’s the 



rule. You remember what happened at crunch time, don’t you? King Nebuchadnezzar “found them ten 

times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm,” (Dan. 1:20). Be 

consistent! Be persistent! God will bless it! 
 

THE POSSIBILITY OF MAKING DANIEL’S CHOICE OURS 
 

So far we have examined Daniel’s choice and have tried to apply the standard he used in 

making that choice to the choices we make. But let’s get real! It seems like everything is stacked 

against us, i.e. Satan, this world, and a sinful flesh that is attracted to it. It seems impossible for us to 

succeed, especially in the day and age in which we live. Let me assure you, brothers and sisters in 

Christ, nothing could be further from the truth. We do not fight Babylon for victory, we fight in victory! 

That was true for Daniel, and that’s true for us. That was true from the beginning where we were 

promised that the serpent’s head would be crushed. 

In fact, to gain that victory our sovereign Lord is pleased to use Babylon. Think about that once, 

without Babylon there could be no battle of faith! Without Babylon we could not share in the sufferings 

of Christ (Col. 1:24). So, according to the sovereign good pleasure of our God, Babylon’s purpose is to 

serve the church. But, He also gives the Church that which is necessary to achieve the victory. Let me 

site some examples: For one thing, God gives us parents, how important they are in helping us resist 

the king’s meat. Sometimes we would rather not have their help. Sometimes we desire to leave the 

home for more independence. This is a serious mistake. Many times we put ourselves at risk by leaving 

home and trying to go it on our own. Secondly, God provides friends. We cannot over estimate their 

importance as we battle Babylon. Later on this morning we will be discussing the topic,” Choosing 

Friends and Maintaining Friendships.” Hopefully in the process of our discussions we will see how 

important friends are for our spiritual welfare. We need only look at the experience of Daniel and his 

friends, how they stood together, and what a blessing that was for them. In addition God provides the 

Church, which equips us to fight Babylon, and where we are continually reminded of the victory that is 

ours, a victory which was won at the cross when sin and death were conquered. It’s no wonder then, 

that we fight in victory! 

But what about those of us who are already on a steady diet of king’s meat and wine? For you 

let me tell a story: Once upon a time farmer Jones was talking to his neighbor about Titan, his prize 

work horse. Mr. Jones had many good things to say about Titan, particularly about how strong he was, 

and how well he worked in the field, but he had one major complaint: Titan ate too much. Jones went 

on to explain the remedy he was using to correct Titan’s appetite problem. It seems Mr. Jones was 

supplementing Titan’s diet with sawdust. Each day he would add more sawdust and give the horse less 

grain. Jones bragged to his neighbor about how well this feeding program was working. Furthermore 

Titan seemed oblivious to what was going on. About a month later the neighboring farmer observed 

that the pasture where farmer Jones kept Titan was empty, so he asked about it. Jones replied, “The new 

feeding program was working fine, but just when I had Titan on a total sawdust diet the dumb horse 

keeled over and died.” If you’re on a diet of king’s meat and wine, be warned. Titan didn’t know any 

better, but you do! The king’s meat is spiritual sawdust! With Daniel oppose it! Use Daniel’s example 

for encouragement! 

Yes, Daniel had to leave Jerusalem, the foundation of peace, and go to Babylon, the gate of the 

Satan. And so do you. It doesn’t matter that you would prefer not to go. It doesn’t matter that your 

parents would prefer to shield you from Babylon. It doesn’t matter that you are still very young. It 

doesn’t matter that you are spiritual citizens of Jerusalem. God, according to His sovereign good 

pleasure, has placed you in Babylon. Accept the reality of that! Now make Daniel’s choice your choice! 

Reject the king’s meat, eat pulse! Reject the king’s wine, drink water! 
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