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This is the first taste of a new series called C-H-U-R-C-H F-A-M-I-L-Y. Each letter of the 

heading keynotes a different topic regarding life within the body of Christ. 

 

[C] - Communion of the Saints 

[H] - Heaven our Hope 

[U] - Unity 

[R] - Respect 

[C] - Compassion 

[H] – Happiness 

 

[F] - Forgiveness 

[A] - Alms, Admonish, Adoption 

[M] - Mercy 

[I] - “I” 

[L] - Love 

[Y] – Youth 

 

This month, we start with the enlistment of the Christian soldier and look at his tour of duty. 

What does the Bible say about that duty? God demands that we love Him and makes us able to. This 

love, however, is not a simple word of thanks or praise from our lips. True love for God blossoms out 

of constant activity for the interests of others. Since Christ lives in my heart, we live for Him. Since 

living for Him can only be done by showing love for the other soldiers on duty with us, there has to be 

a concerted effort to be busy in this calling. Our life on earth is not a hermitage, it is a church life. The 

tour of duty is to live in unity within the local family of believers. 

Can I simply express my love for Jesus by attending church twice on Sunday? 

No. Do not believe it for a minute! Love for Christ was shown directly to Him before His 

resurrection, now that He is sitting at God’s right hand, gathering the church and preparing all things 

for that final day, the command is to fellowship with Him through life in the church. That is what 

communion of the saints is. Love for Christ must be more than attending two services. It is a whole life 

(and a very busy one). Love for Zion and her members is the expression of love for Christ. When there 

is enough to go around, there is communion with each other within the body, and therefore, 

communion with Christ the head. 

If I do not participate in the life of my church, can I even say that Jesus Christ is Lord? 

No. When you say, with truly changed heart, “I love Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior,” you are 

tightly bound with wonderful, unbreakable chains to the work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit uses the 

members of the church to work unity in the body. This shows in a godly, active walk for and with each 

other. Without this the confession rings hollow. Even if you do nothing to openly hate my church, you 

can still show disdain for it by inactivity as a member. You cannot say that Christ is the Lord of your 

life if you fail to participate in the life of His body. 

Do I have something in common with all of Christ's body? What is that commonality? 

The Christ that lives within you! 

Men, do not say, “I have nothing in common with these women.” 

High-school students, do not say, “I have nothing in common with my grandparents.” 

You with three study halls and a D- in government, do not say, “I have nothing in common with 

the girl taking physics, advanced biology, and precalc.” 



Timid? A little shy sometimes? Do not say, “I have nothing in common with some of the really 

outgoing, popular students in my class.” 

By nature, no one is better. There is no rank. Only a rank smell if you impose such respecting of 

persons. Through Christ, though, we have a glorious end in common. Joint-heirs with Christ, we will 

have the blessing of fellowship with God in heaven. Even today, we have Christ living in us. Even as 

the last few leaves lose their grip and float to the ground, even as the first few hints of winter 1995- 

1996 start to blow through the window cracks, I say that He lives within us. You see, no one else has 

that. Only us. Only His people. That makes us very different than the world. And that gives us the 

common ground to say with love and sincerity, “I love you brother. I love you sister.” Not just to some. 

You do not need to have the same hobbies, wear the same clothes, or like the right things on your pizza 

to be able to say something to another member after church. We have Christ. 

So what is communion of the saints? 

If you admonish a brother for sinning, urging him to repent, that is love. If you give your hard- 

earned money to care for the needy, that is mercy. If you visit the elderly when they cannot even make 

it to church, that is compassion. If you receive a repentant sinner back into your full fellowship, that is 

forgiveness. If you feel for other members and do something about it... 

Love, mercy, compassion, forgiveness. Always with the interests of others in the church at 

heart. That is fellowship. That is communion of the saints. That is a confession that Jesus is your Lord. 

Soldier, how is your performance for your tour of duty? Is your service exemplary? Do you love 

the church? 

• Whom do you speak with after church? What do you talk about? 

• Do you make an effort to visit those who need visiting? Just on Sunday afternoon, or during the 

week. Those six days are not yours, you know. 

• What do you think about when you place part of your paycheck into the collection plate? Thinking 

about how much you love helping with the needs of the family? 

• How many times during the week do you pray for the interests of others? When you do, are you 

“praying hard”? 

Active participation is your duty, Christian. No honorable discharge from this service. Only the 

honor and praise of our King. Show that Jesus is your Lord. Show that you love His church. 
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