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So, he had to go. It didn’t matter that he didn’t want to go. It didn’t matter that he was a godly 

man. It didn’t matter either that his parents didn’t want him to go. It didn’t matter that he was only a 

very young teenager. Nor did it matter that he was of the noble class of people. And it didn’t even 

matter that it wasn’t his fault that this trouble had come upon them. He had to go. He had no choice in 

the matter. Daniel had to go to Babylon! 

Babylon! If there was a worse place to go, he didn’t know about it. Babylon, the capital city of 

Judah’s arch enemy. Babylon, a place where other gods ruled; rivers, stars, kings, and a host of other 

gods were worshipped. Babylon, where the creature rather than the creator was honored. Babylon, 

which means gate of the gods, or gate of Satan. To Babylon, this God-forsaken place, Daniel must go! 

Which meant, of course, that he had to leave the land of Canaan. Canaan, where he had a godly home 

with God-fearing parents. Canaan, the promised land, with whose people God had established an 

everlasting covenant. Canaan, where God had revealed Himself as the only God, and where the Creator 

rather than the creature was worshipped. Canaan, where God was pleased to dwell with His people; 

where they could fellowship with Him in their worship of Him at the temple in Jerusalem. Yes, 

Jerusalem, the city of God. The city whose name means, “possession or foundation of peace.” So 

Daniel had to leave Jerusalem, the foundation of peace; and go to Babylon, the gate of Satan. That, 

friends, is the situation which stared Daniel in the face, and which stares us in the face this morning as 

we consider the theme: DANIEL: GODLY CHOICES. Though I am not a minister and this is not a 

sermon, I have three main points for us to consider in connection with this topic: 1.) Daniel’s choice, 

2.) Daniel’s choice as a model for our choices, and 3.) the possibility of making Daniel's choice ours. 

DANIEL’S CHOICE 

Daniel did not choose in a vacuum! Although Daniel didn’t know it at the time, he had been 

prepared to go. Daniel knew what had happened years before in the Garden of Eden. He had been 

taught that God had put enmity between Satan and the woman. He knew that enmity continued between 

Satan’s seed and the woman’s seed. He knew Babylon was a dwelling place of Satan’s seed, and 

Jerusalem was the dwelling place of the seed of the woman. He knew that as part of the seed of the 

woman, he was headed for enemy territory. He knew that Satan was interested in more than a physical 

victory over Judah; the physical victory would serve as a means to achieve spiritual victory as well. 

Therefore, Daniel knew he must be on his guard. His spiritual antennae were up, so to speak. The battle 

of the ages was being waged, and Daniel knew that he was caught in the middle of it! 

As a result, Daniel was prepared for Nebuchadnezzar's scheme. He saw through 

Nebuchadnezzar’s attempt to lead Him and others to forget their place in Jerusalem by changing their 

names. He saw through Nebuchadnezzar’s education program for him and other youngsters from the 

noble and royal families of Judah. What a slick plan! Nebuchadnezzar would manipulate these young 

men in order that they could be used to lead Judah (the church) into Babylon body and soul, so that 

eventually Jerusalem, the foundation of peace, would no longer exist.. All that would be left is 

Babylon, the gate of Satan. 

In addition to his knowledge of Satan’s purpose and Nebuchadnezzar’s role in it, Daniel knew 

himself. That becomes obvious in Daniel 1:8. Twice in that verse we find that Daniel is concerned “that 

he might not defile himself.” Clearly Daniel was well aware that he had a sinful nature which was at 

risk. The problem was not that he would be defiled by Babylon; it was that he would defile himself. His 

eyes were open to the reality of his own sinful nature which was attracted to the sensuous lifestyle of 

Babylon. So Daniel makes a resolution! 

Yes, Nebuchadnezzar could bring him to Babylon, but he could not force Daniel to adopt 

Babylon as his own. Daniel had to go to Babylon, but he went determined that he would not be lured by 



the enticements of Babylon to fall away from piety and the worship of God, and degenerate into the 

lifestyle of the Chaldeans. 

What is amazing concerning Daniel’s resolve is his ability at such a young age, not only to see 

that actions have consequences and that one action often leads to another, but also that he had the wis-

dom to act accordingly. Notice Daniel’s amazing choice in Daniel 1:8, “But Daniel purposed in his 

heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the kings meat nor with the wine which he 

drank...” Why is this a problem for Daniel? Why does he make such a big deal out of this? We might be 

tempted to say to Daniel, “Get a life! Lighten up a little, don’t have a cow, it’s not that important.” 

What could possibly be wrong with drinking the King’s wine? The people of Judah were allowed to 

drink wine, so what if it’s the “king’s wine?” And the people of Judah were allowed to eat meat, so 

what if it’s the “king’s meat?” Could it be that the meat had been sacrificed to idols, or that it was meat 

from unclean animals? If that was the problem with the meat, how could Daniel have said to Melzar, 

the prince of the eunuchs in chapter 1: 12- 13, “Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let 

them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, 

and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king’s meat: and as thou seest, deal 

with thy servants (Daniel 1:12- 13).” If the act of eating the king’s meat would have been a sin, 

certainly Daniel could not have eaten of it under any circumstances. However, Daniel’s request for a 

test implies this: “If we fail the test and it’s your desire, Melzar, we will eat the king’s meat.” 

It seems, therefore, that Daniel was not confronted with a choice of principle, that is, whether or 

not it would be sin for him to eat the king’s meat; but he was confronted with a choice of propriety, i.e. 

what is the best and safest thing to do under these circumstances. Daniel’s concern was that he not be 

brought under the power of Nebuchadnezzar and ultimately Satan. He understood well the truth of 

Proverbs 14:12, repeated in Proverbs 16:25, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the 

end (emphasis mine, C.K.) thereof are the ways of death.” He understood that if in the beginning of his 

sojourn in Babylon he joined the activities of Babylon, in the end his lifestyle and that of the 

Babylonians would be no different. 

So, Daniel had to go to Babylon, but pulse (something grown—vegetables) and water was his 

choice, not the meat and wine of the king. He drew his line in the sand. He would live in Babylon, he 

had no choice on that, but he would not be part of Babylon. 

DANIEL’S CHOICE: A MODEL FOR OUR CHOICES 

It sounds familiar doesn’t it? What we face today is essentially no different than what Daniel 

faced. The battle and Satan’s goals are the same, it’s just that Satan has had about 2500 more years of 

experience. Revelation 12 makes this quite clear. In verse 17 we read: “And the dragon (Satan) was 

wroth with the woman (church), and went to make war with the remnant of her seed (you and me), 

which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” And Satan often uses 

on us the same method that was used on Daniel. With Daniel we are exposed to the enticements of 

Babylon: what this world has to offer with its treasures and pleasures. With Daniel we too have sinful 

natures that are very much attracted to what this world has to offer. With Daniel we are in the Babylon 

of this world, and commanded to be spiritually separate from it. 

But let’s be specific! Just how are we confronted with the lifestyle of Babylon? What are the 

king’s meat and wine today, which if accepted by us will lead us, our children, and the future church to 

citizenship in Babylon? The king’s meat and wine can easily be compared to the productions of 

Hollywood and the popular music of today. Make no mistake, these are the primary means Satan uses 

today to sell Babylon to you and me! 

Is it necessary to prove that Hollywood provides king’s meat? Maybe it is! I’ve been told that a 

large percentage of our young people regularly attend movies. Exactly how many of you are involved 

only the Lord knows. Nevertheless, you and I both know that a goodly number of you regularly attend 

movies, and/or see the same things in your homes on T. V. Do Hollywood productions echo how God 

commands in His Word that we should live? or do they promote the lies of Satan? It probably wouldn’t 



be fair for a prejudiced Christian like me to make that evaluation, so let’s let Babylon evaluate herself. 

In the movie section of every Grand Rapids Press Babylon provides a “Movie Attendance Guide.” No-

tice, please the different ratings: 

“NC-17—No children under 17 admitted” I wonder why many of you here this morning would 

not be allowed to attend a movie with that rating? Surely if the movie portrayed how to live a godly 

life, you would be allowed to see it. 

“R—Restricted, under 17 requires accompanying parent or adult guardian” Hmm, why would it 

be necessary for your parents to be with you to see “Judge Dredd” now showing at the Holland 7, or 

“Die Hard with a Vengeance" at Woodland? If these movies are God-glorifying surely there would be 

no problem! 

“PG-13—Parents strongly cautioned, some material may be inappropriate for children under 

13.” What is there that God commands that could possibly be inappropriate for your little brothers and 

sisters in “Batman Forever,” “Circle of Friends,” and “Waterworld?” 

“PG—Parental guidance suggested, some material may not be suitable for children.” Jesus said, 

“Let the little children come unto me.” It must be that Jesus isn’t calling any of His children to see 

“Apollo 13,” “Indian in the Cupboard,” “Mighty Morphin Power Rangers” or “Operation Dumbo 

Drop,” because material contained in them may not be suitable for children in general, much less His 

children. 

“G—General Audiences, all ages admitted.” Yes! Finally we have the good ones, right? 

“Gordy,” and “Pocahontas,” must be okay! Wrong! Even here there is no suggestion that movies with 

this rating are good and wholesome. It only tells us that people of all ages will be allowed to see it. And 

coming from Babylon that’s not much in which to put your confidence. What do you think Daniel 

would call “Gordy” and “Pocahontas? Pulse or king’s meat? 

In addition to meat, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, provided wine at his table for Daniel and his 

three friends. Wine is addictive, just like the popular music of present day Babylon! It becomes a part 

of those who listen to it; so much so that it is nearly impossible to stop listening to it once you acquire a 

taste for it. In my opinion the world’s music is even more difficult for young people to handle than the 

productions of Hollywood. I say this from my experience in the consistory room during times of 

confession of faith. Almost without exception when questions concerning a walk of faith are discussed, 

it becomes clear that the most difficult struggle for our young people involves leaving behind the 

world’s music. 

That the world’s music is an exercise in promoting the lifestyle of Babylon is not difficult to 

prove. Let me site some examples: 

—A pleasant little tune by Melissa Manchester called “Nice Girls Do,” for example. What is it 

that nice little girls do? Well, if it’s the right guy, and in the right situation, she has sex. 

—Turn on a popular music station and perhaps you’ll hear Olivia-Newton-John telling you to 

“get physical” and “communicate “horizontally.” 

—Listen a little longer and maybe you will hear duet with Barbara Streisand urging women to 

leave their husbands when they get bored with them. 

—Phil Barber wants these lyrics to rattle around in your head: “Hello, my name is Rock ‘n’ 

Roll/ And of people just like you,/ I always take a high toll./ For I covet you see/ Damnation, to your 

soul./ Yes, enjoy my melody/ As I take you through/ The gates of hell./ I’ll sift your minds/ With vulgar 

rhymes,/ Cause my far out beat/ Carries brainwashing heat./ Yes, by my words/ I'll scorch your brain,/ 

And chuck your morals/ Down the drain.” —Have you listened to Ozzy Osbourne’s “The Suicide 

Song?” “You’re living a lie/ Such a shame/ Wonder why/ Why don’t you just kill yourself/ Cause you 

can’t escape the master reaper.” 

—Rigor Mortis sings, “We are instruments of evil/ We come straight from hell/ We’re the 

legions of the demons/ Haunting for the kill/ Doom is all you see/ We have come to take the world/ 

And give you misery.” 



—Listen to “Wild Side” by Motely Crue, “Kneel down ye sinners, to streetwise religion/ 

Greeds been crowned the new king/” and a little later, “Forward my mail to me in Hell.” 

—Guns N’ Roses sings, “Welcome to the Jungle,” but I don’t dare read the words. 

Need I read more? But we must not be judgmental! They probably don’t really mean what they 

sing. Instead let’s apply the “Fruit Test.” In Matt. 7:20 Jesus gave us this test, “By their fruits ye shall 

know them.” What really makes these people tick? A look at their beliefs and lifestyles should help us 

apply the “Fruit Test.” 

—Lars Ulrich of the band Metallica brags, “It’s very easy to get involved in endless partying 

and a lot of drinking when you’re only playing an hour...”  

—Madonna says, “As long as I’m riding high on the charts I don’t care if they call me trashy or 

a slut. I’m proud of my image.” 

—David Coverdale of Whitesnake says, “Isn’t sex what rock and roll is all about?” 

—Prince says, “I wish there were no rules.” 

—Alice Cooper crows, “Rebellion is the basis of our group.” 

—Ex-Beatle, George Harrison suggests, “The idea is to become one with God through 

meditation and yoga.” 

—Then there are the countless examples of drug abuse, suicide and gross sin (example Hugh 

Grant and Elizabeth Hurley) found among these “artists.” (I use the term very loosely.) 

—Malcolm McLaren of the “Sex Pistols,” was quoted way back in 1970 in the October issue of 

Rolling Stone magazine: “Rock & Roll is not just music. You’re selling an attitude too... The kids need 

a sense of adventure and Rock & Roll needs to find a way to give it to them, wham out the hardest and 

cruelest lyrics as propaganda...” 

Yes, indeed! By their fruits you shall know them. Babylon is selling an attitude and a lifestyle. 

Are you buying? Oh, it may not all be as blatant as some of the examples that I used, but rest assured if 

the foundation of peace (Jerusalem) is not being promoted, it must be Babylonian Blather from the gate 

of Satan. It has to be one or the other! And let’s face it, just because our flesh is aroused by and 

attracted to what Hollywood produces and the popular music of our age, doesn’t make it good. We may 

not allow our emotions to control us. God’s Word alone must do that. Maybe it’s time to exercise a little 

sanctified suspicion of that which is attracted to our sinful flesh! 

But, does it matter? Does it really make any difference? So what if we watch and listen to 

Babylonian Blather? It doesn’t have any effect on our behavior does it? Maybe you agree with the 

position of Calvin as expressed in a recent “Calvin and Hobbs” comic. Says Calvin to Hobbs, “Another 

thing to remember about popular culture is that today’s TV-reared audience is hip and sophisticated. 

This stuff doesn’t affect us. We can separate fact from fiction. We understand satire and irony. We’re 

detached and jaded viewers who aren’t influenced by what we watch.” To which Hobbs responds, “I 

think I hear advertisers laughing.” Right on, Hobbs, advertisers think that stuff affects us! They are so 

sure that what people see and hear has an affect on their behavior that they are willing to spend millions 

of dollars for just a few minutes of time to promote their products before our eyes and ears. Obviously 

they think it matters. 

Does it matter? Public school teachers think it does. In an article titled “Hero Worship” in 

Education Week (April 26, 1995) numerous teachers express concern because their students often emu-

late T.V.’s super-heros at school. Of particular concern to many of them is the program Power Rangers. 

Does it matter? 67% of the people polled by the Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at 

Columbia University think our popular culture encourages and contributes to drug use. 

Does it matter? Ray Allen, author of a book titled They're Out to Steal Your Children, thinks so. 

In that book Allen quotes former rock performer, David Crosby, as saying, “I figured the only thing to 

do was to swipe their kids... By saying that, I’m not talking about kidnapping, I’m just talking about 

changing their value systems, which removes them from their parent’s world very effectively.” This 



book is replete with other examples of the impact which rock performers believe they have on you, 

their unsuspecting audience. 

Does it matter? Rock star, Ice T, apparently thinks so. He gloats, “Hey moms, it's too late! Your 

kid's had his head in that Walkman for a long time now. You have no idea how deep we’re into your 

house. We’re sitting right there at your dinner table and you don’t even know it.” 

Does it matter? Tom Freston, chairman of the board at MTV thinks so. He brags, “At MTV we 

don’t shoot for 14 year old’s—we own them.” 

Does it matter? Leslie Jackson, a 17 year-old Afro-American from Houston, Texas thinks so. In 

answer to the question: “Should Hollywood rethink how it portrays sex and violence?” He answered, 

“Music has a strong influence. It is directly related to the soul. Whatever you ingest will come out.” 

Does it matter? The Bible says so in Proverbs 6:27, “Can a man take fire into his bosom, and his 

clothes not be burned?” Actions do have consequences. 

Young people, more and more we see that Babylon itself is finding incontrovertible evidence of 

the disastrous affects of its own meat and wine. How much more should not we, spiritual citizens of 

Jerusalem, be able to see it, and consequently purpose in our hearts not to eat and drink of it? 

But there’s an even greater challenge which faces both you and me, and I would be remiss this 

morning if I said nothing about her. She pretends to be our Christian friend. She is the whore of 

Babylon, concerning whom our Lord warns us in the book of Revelation. You can read about her in 

chapters 17 and 19. John in the power of the Spirit describes her as one who has committed fornication 

with the kings of the earth. I don’t have time to go into detail on this this morning, but the obvious 

explanation of this whore is that she is the false church which has given herself over to the service of 

antichrist. In verse 5 of chapter 17 John writes, “And upon her forehead was a name written, 

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF 

THE EARTH.” Clearly this whore is working for Babylon, but pretending to be the church. She seeks 

to deceive the church such that the church is led to join her in Babylon’s service. 

For those who know what’s going on, it’s not hard to see the whore in action. Let me provide a 

few examples of her deceptive influence. 

Some in the church suggest that it is the Church’s task to redeem the film arts for Christ. In a 

book titled Roaring Lambs Bob Briner writes, “Instead of running from it (Hollywood) we need to 

AAish into it... we need to be right smack dab in the middle of it.” 

Ted Baehr writes in the March 1995 issue of Focus on the Family, “Hollywood, slowly but 

surely, is making more movies that please the real lion king.” Later in the article, “Miracle on Main 

Street,” he states, “We are finally starting to see some fruit from the positive alliances being forged 

between the film industry and Christians in Hollywood.” Sounds good doesn't it? But let’s be careful! 

Could it be that these folks are falling for the old Germany Schaefer trick? Schaefer, playing for the 

Detroit Tigers in 1908 was on first base. With his teammate on third Schaefer determined to steal 

second. When the catcher threw to second, the man on third would come home. It was simply the old 

double steal strategy. However, Schaefer’s plan was foiled when the catcher failed to make a play on 

him at second. Schaefer, not to be denied, ran back to first on the next pitch and stole it cleanly. The 

surprised catcher let him go, but did attempt to throw him out when Schaefer stole second for the 

second time. The result? The original goal was achieved when Schaefer’s teammate scored from third 

on the play. Like Germany Schaefer, sometimes Satan takes a step backward in order to achieve his 

ultimate goal. Don’t ever fall for the lie that Hollywood will give itself over to the service of Christ and 

His Church. Be not deceived! 

Then there’s so-called Christian rock! Those employed in Christian rock claim that they 

minister to those whom no one else is willing to minister. Some of the band members claim that they 

preach salvation through Christ between sets. Bob Samuels’ response in the Grand Rapids Press to this 

claim is to the point, I think: “These young people are being ministered to all over the world. But 

because they don’t want to alter their lifestyles they go their own way. They relate to these bands 



because they don’t require any change in the way they live. God is not a God of confusion but of order. 

Too many young people today want to put their salvation in what another man teaches them without 

searching the Scriptures to find out if what they are hearing lines up with the Word of God.” Amen, 

Bob, it sounds like you have it all together. But don’t take my word or Bob’s word for it, read The 

Devil's Disciples particularly chapter 11, “Rocking for Jesus,” and see what you think. 

One of the whore’s most successful methods is her message that tolerance is a Christian virtue. 

Accordingly, the child of God is encouraged to join with others in their common goals. Its all about 

holding hands, drinking coffee, and singing “Throw Out the Life Line” together. Ignored is fact that 

real unity cannot exist on the basis of emotion alone. Apart from the truth of Scripture there is no unity. 

However, if you question these unholy alliances, invariably Matthew 7:1 will be thrown into your face, 

“Judge not, that ye be not judged.” As if Jesus meant by this that we may not evaluate on the basis of 

His Word, these organizations and their teachings. It is true that eternal condemnation and judgement is 

reserved for God alone, but it is not true that we must not be discerners of the times and seasons or 

evaluate every wind of doctrine and life with which we are confronted. That’s exactly what Jesus has in 

mind when He warns us to watch for the signs of His return so that we will be ready and not deceived. 

These kinds of deceptions should not surprise us since we have been warned of them in the 

Bible. In fact, we are told that Satan will make himself appear as an angel of light. I’m reminded of the 

Adolf Eichmann trial where one Jewish survivor of Auschwitz entered the courtroom, looked at 

Eichmann and collapsed to the floor sobbing violently. When he was asked later about his behavior, he 

said, “...what struck me was that Eichmann did not look like an evil monster at all; he looked like an 

ordinary person, just like everyone else.” Let’s remember, Satan and those in his service are not 

wearing black hats to distinguish themselves from us good guys in the white hats. 
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