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I remember as a youth everyone seemed to have advice for me. From how to drive a car to 

sartorial styles, advice seemed to inundate me. I see as the editor that many have advice for our youth. 

This is good and biblical (Proverbs 1:8), and many trials and problems in life, caused by the ebullience 

of youth, could be prevented if wise advice were heeded. Yet, I do not think that learning is a one-way 

street, that adults can teach the youth but not vice-versa. While I spent this past week at the Young 

People’s Convention, I was reminded of the ancient Chinese proverb, “If a teacher you become, by 

your pupils you'll be taught.” I find it ironic that our young people enthusiastically attend in large 

numbers a religious convention in order to be taught by people who themselves hold no religious 

convention. I find this dismaying, and I want to advocate that the time has come for a general, or 

family, Protestant Reformed Convention, one that is based both upon biblical grounds and 

contemporary needs. 

I am aware of only three events which are perennially sponsored by our denomination. The first 

is the annual Young People’s Convention. The convention, although energetically attended by more 

than 350 persons, is generally restricted to those from ages 15 to the early 20’s. The second is the 

annual Young Adults’ Convention held in Loveland, Colorado. This convention is tacitly restricted to 

unmarried people in their 20’s or early 30’s. Because of the restrictions, it is generally attended by 

fewer than 50 persons. The third event is Synod. To attend Synod one must be a male of office-holding 

age, be in a church office, and be nominated. Synod has about 20 participants each year. Although our 

churches have more than 6200 members, only 770 of them (700 young people, 50 single, young adults, 

and 20 synodical delegates), or 12 percent, have the ability to attend a denominational activity. Clearly 

there is a great need for the members of our churches to be more united. 

The idea of a convention stretches way back to the beginning of the Bible. The Israelites 

perennially held three major conventions, the Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles, when 

all the men of Israel would come together for the worship and praise of God. These festivals, or 

conventions, had three purposes. First, each festival gave a specific thanksgiving to God. The Passover 

was a remembrance of the angel passing over the houses of the Israelites while they were living in 

Egypt, Pentecost celebrated the first yield of barley, and the Feast of the Tabernacles was a reminder of 

the wilderness experience. Second, the festivals were an occasion for all of Israel to join together in the 

praise and worship of their God. Third, they were an opportunity for fellow believers to unite in spiri-

tual fellowship, empathize with each other’s spiritual struggles, and edify each another. Although we no 

longer hold conventions for the same specific reasons of thanksgiving, we have not eliminated the need 

to worship God in unity and to strengthen each another. These are important aspects in which our youth 

excel, but in which the rest of the church is deficient. 

A perhaps more important function that a denomination-wide convention could provide is that 

of mission work. Many of us are often reluctant, for various reasons, to invite our acquaintances and 

neighbors to church, but I think that we might be more prepared to invite them to a convention. I can 

think of few places better for people to hear God’s Word and experience first-hand the communion of 

saints. I saw some of this at this year’s Young People’s Convention, although I wish it had been more 

prevalent. I think this was what the people of Houston, Texas had in mind when they held a missionary 

conference this spring. I heard that almost every church from the denomination was represented, and 

that the response was so overwhelming that people had to be turned away. There was also some 

response from the outside community, perhaps not as much as was hoped, but I think that this would 

increase yearly as the popularity of the convention increases. The congregation of Houston provides us 

with a stellar example of what could be a yearly event. 



I think that this convention idea is not some pipe dream, but a potential reality for the coming 

years. I have heard that others have been considering the idea of hosting a convention next year, and I 

and hundreds of others support these efforts. Imagine a time and place when hundreds of God’s people 

assemble from around the world to praise and worship Him, a time and place for renewing old 

friendships from throughout the years, and a time and place to make new friendships to last a lifetime. 

Our youth present us with over a half-century of what should be done. The first annual convention was 

held in Houston, Texas. Where will the second annual convention be held? 
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