
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 1995 CONVENTION 

Shari Faber 

 
The Protestant Reformed Young People’s Convention. What a week! It was a fun filled time 

spent with others of the same faith for the ultimate purpose of growing spiritually. Having attended the 

convention, I would like to take you through the following daily account of the activities and remark 

about some things I have learned about being a “Courageous Christian Youth.” 
 

August 6, Sunday 
 

This evening is the annual pre-convention singspiration. It really starts the whole convention. 

Hundreds gather and the singing begins. What an inspiration! Uplifting! Enthusiastic! Glorifying God! 

It is what singing must be, so that we can sing from the heart the theme song of the convention: 

 “The Fearlessness of Faith.” 
 

Jehovah is my light, And my salvation near; 

      Who shall my soul affright,  

      Or cause my heart to fear? 

While God my strength, My life sustains, 

Secure from fear my soul remains. 
 

Ever really think about those words? They have so much meaning, depth, and truth. 
 

August 7, Monday 
 

Luggage lines up the front of Grandville PRC while conventioneers sign up to room with 

friends, receive their room keys, the schedule for the week, their ID bracelets, and meal cards. 

Everyone is full of energy and excitement. At 9:00 a.m. about 60 older young people board one 

of the two buses and head out to Miner Lake for a day of water skiing, tubing, volleyball and swim-

ming, while the remaining conventioneers went to Hope College for games. At the lake some of us sit 

in the grass and talk, getting to know others in our denomination from California, Iowa, New Jersey, 

Illinois, Canada and other places. Such fellowship will be remembered for a life time. 

Uh Oh! Someone has been hurt while tubing. Everyone is trying to make her feel as 

comfortable as possible. We jump to take care of her every need in any way. At such times we realize 

that God uses these incidents to teach us how to treat others. 

The convention is also a time in which to encourage each other in what we believe. Lunchtime 

rolls around, and without a thought, many of us hungrily begin to eat, until someone courageously 

reminds us to stop and pray. This incident uncovered our weaknesses, but also tells us to be courageous 

as Christian young people; to remind, even admonish, each other when necessary. 

Arriving at Hope College late in the afternoon, we all hurry to find our luggage and meet the 

rest of the group for a brief meeting and supper. 

Finally all 340 of us gather for the first speech. This is the whole purpose, the heart, the essence 

of conventions. Rev. Mahtani began to speak on “Daniel—A Faithful Prayer Life.” We as young people 

need to learn and grow by the grace of God, and make application to our own lives. We need en-

couragement to resolve to be more faithful in our own private devotions, especially prayer. Like Daniel, 

we as young people must be courageous in the midst of a wicked world. 

Miniature golf and bowling brought the events of the day to a close. 

Now it is nearly midnight and the girls from the neighboring rooms on my floor gather for 

devotions with our chaperons. One of the best times are the devotions we have late at night and early in 

the morning. It is an opportunity to put to practice what we had heard earlier today about the impor-

tance of devotions. 



 

August 8, Tuesday 
 

Awakened at 6:00 by my “chap” banging on our door, I roll out of bed and get ready for a new 

day. We start out with devotions, thanking God in prayer for the day and for the strength which He 

gives. 

This morning everyone lines up to get in on the convention picture. Somehow a few people 

even manage to get in on it twice! 

Assembled at the Dimnet Chapel, we hear some brief messages and an introduction to the topic 

for the group discussions. “Private and Public Devotions” went along with what we had heard in 

yesterday’s speech. Sitting in a circle with twelve others, we share our own methods for devotions, 

answer various questions, and look at Daniel’s set example in his prayer life. We conclude that one 

must “Pray without ceasing” (I Thessalonians 5:17), so that daily the child of God is constantly mindful 

of God and brings one’s thoughts toward Him. 

With the above in mind, everyone departs for Holland State Park. What a marvelous creation we 

live in! How the handiwork of God is shown at the shore of Lake Michigan! We enjoy it by playing 

volleyball in the sand, swimming in the water, or walking the shore. 

This evening, Rev. Terpstra addresses us about being a “Bold Witness.” We learn through what 

the Bible teaches in the book of Daniel the way in which we are to be a bold witness. 
 

August 9, Wednesday 
 

Aroused even earlier this morning, we begin the day with devotions. The topic today for the 

discussion groups is “Respecting Authority.” In that regard, we talk about the fifth commandment, how 

we should pray for those in authority, and how Daniel respected the authority over him. 

Canoeing or tubing down the river in Newago is quite exciting. I hear laughter behind me as 

canoes tip over and fill with water. After three hours of being in the cold water we board the buses and 

return to Grand Rapids. The neighbors around Covenant Christian High School generously allowed us 

to use their homes to have a warm shower and make us feel clean once again. 

Yet, the day is only half over. We have supper and then everyone goes to the baseball game in 

which the Grand Rapids Whitecaps play. Although it is not the most exciting game, a couple close 

slides occur and the last batter cracks the bat, finishing off the last inning. 
 

August 10, Thursday 
 

Devotions begin in the dorms, followed by the last speech of the convention. This one is about 

Daniel and making godly choices. The speaker stresses that we do consider ourselves to be Christians, 

yet, we must show that forth in our daily life, especially by whom our friends are and in everything we 

do. 

We separate once again into smaller groups in which to discuss “Choosing Friends & 

Maintaining Friendships.” At this discussion the group I am with is fairly open, sharing some instances 

that they have encountered in their own lives. Again, we look at Bible passages, seeing what our friends 

ought to be. The highest example is that of Jesus as our friend. 

Good discussion is really important since it shows an interest in spiritual matters which is es-

sential for a believer. Our discussion gives one a glimpse of the future church, whether we as young 

people are interested in these things. 

Today we are having a fun fair on campus! Everyone is going from game to game such as the 

bungee run, radar throw, and human bowling. Towards the end of the fair, a man wanders through and 

asks us who we are and what we are doing. He has some questions and opinions about the Bible and 

Christianity. Those talking with him do their best to answer his questions. Yes, in the midst of a good 

time one can be a witness to others. 



The banquet, held on the campus makes for a delightful evening. Decorations make the room 

attractive and the meal served to us is scrumptious. Following the meal, we enjoy special numbers and 

a performance by a ventriloquist. 

Since this is the last night of the convention, almost everyone has the idea that they want to 

enjoy every minute and stay up all night. This is made possible in the lock-in at the Dow Center. Many 

play basketball, walleyball, volleyball, or swim into the early hours of the morning. 
 

August 11, Friday 
 

This morning we have our devotions from I Peter 2. They are later due to the lack of sleep for 

many conventioneers. 

Finally, with a week’s worth of memories, we say our good-byes and perhaps snap a few pictures 

before heading home. 

The convention was a busy time, full of good memories and fun activities. Conventions are a 

time in which young people can gather together to grow spiritually and encourage others. Hopefully, 

those who have gone can look back and realize they made new acquaintances with fellow believers, 

and how to be a courageous Christian youth. When that happens, the convention will have served its 

purpose. Let us continue to strive for this goal in future conventions. 

 

Shari is a member of Southwest Protestant Reformed Church in Grandville, Michigan. 
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