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January 1 

         What did you do last night? Did you foolishly spend your time with the world in 

drunken revelry, in the making of foolish resolutions soon to be broken? Do you find 

yourself today with your mind clouded by the effects of too much alcohol from the party 

last night? Or are you a wise person, a faithful Christian, who spent last night meditating 

upon the Word of God with fellow believers. If so, you find yourself today with a clear 

mind, able once again to go to God’s house to hear and understand the pure preaching of 

the Gospel. You are built upon a firm foundation and are prepared for a new year of 

service to the Lord. Read II Corinthians 6, especially verses 14- 18. 

 

January 2 

          The holidays are over. A long cold winter still looms ahead. It is time to return to 

your daily labors. Do you despair? Does it all seem too tedious and boring? The devil 

tempts us with such wicked thoughts. If we give ourselves over to these temptations, then 

we are in danger of seeking after the devil’s solutions—worldly pleasures. But the wise 

man does not despair for he is built upon a firm foundation—his Savior, Jesus Christ. It is 

to Him that he turns for strength to continue on this earthly pilgrimage. He turns to the 

Word of God each and every day, for therein he finds true joy. Read Matthew 7, 

especially verses 24-27. 

 

January 3 

          By now most of the foolish resolutions that were made New Year’s Eve have 

been broken. Have you broken yours? Did you make a foolish resolution? There is only 

one resolution that should be made by all of us and that would be to commit our lives 

unto the service of our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. Every day, morning, noon, and night, 

should be spent in an effort to conform ourselves unto His example. Did you read the 

Scriptures today? If you haven’t, do it now. Read II Timothy 3, especially verses 14-17. 

 

January 4 

         The world breathes a sigh of relief. “It’s Hump Day”, they say, “halfway to the 

weekend.” They are happy because the weekend draws nearer. Then they will be able 

once again to pursue their worldly pleasures for a couple of days, free from labor, able to 

do as they please. Is this your hope, too? Do you work for the weekend and that’s all? 

The destroyer roams about seeking whom he may devour. Do his temptations assail you 

today? They assail me. What do we do? Turn to the Word of God. Seek after Jesus for He 

knows these temptations since He dealt with them also when He was on this earth. He 

will give you the strength to turn away from them. Read Psalm 17. 

 

January 5 

          Have you set up before yourself a graven image today? Did you take a piece of 

wood and fashion it to look like some bizarre creature and set it before yourself to 

worship it? Probably not, but it is easy to do this very thing when we put our trust in 



anything besides God. If we trust money, or fame, or honor of men, we have made an 

idol and God is displeased for He is a jealous God. Break these idols and turn to God and 

Him alone. Pray to God that He may give you the strength and it will be done. Read 

Exodus 34, especially verses 12-17. 

 

January 6 

           The world is gleeful today. It’s Friday and tonight the party begins. They will be 

let loose from their labors, so let’s buy a case of beer and celebrate. Discover the folly of 

their ways. For they are happy now, but come Monday they will be singing the blues 

again. If you spent this week in the service of Christ you also will be happy today. But 

your happiness will be true joy. The joy of Jesus Christ will fill your heart, a joy which 

will take you into everlasting peace. This joy may not always be apparent on the outside, 

but it will always be in your heart, even in times of trial and affliction. Read I Samuel 2, 

especially verses 1-11. 

 

January 7 

           God gives us the weekend. It is not our own time to do with as we please. Even 

today, when most of us rest from our daily labors, we must still be busy in our labor to 

serve Him. So whatever you do today, do it in the service of God. Do it to seek His 

Name’s honor and glory. Prepare your heart and be glad, for tomorrow Jesus comes to 

speak to us and to bless us. Read Psalm 8. 

 

January 8 

            Are you glad to be able to go to church today? If you dread it or you do it out of 

custom or superstition you have a spiritual problem. Pray to God that He may put in you 

a heart that is glad to go up to His house of prayer. Jesus Christ comes to speak to us His 

Word through His faithful servants. A Word that will lift us up and make us strong. A 

Word that will prepare us for another week of labor on our temporary pilgrimage here 

below. Read Psalm 122. 

 

January 9 

 This is a gloomy season we are in—the dead of winter. Gone are the green leaves 

and the colorful flowers. All that remain are the bare branches. Gone are the boisterous 

morning song birds. We awake each morning in silence, under a blanket of snow. May 

we see God’s Word in this for it is a picture of the result of our sin. When Adam ate of 

the forbidden fruit, not only did man die, but all of creation died too. Read Genesis 3, 

especially verses 17-18. 

 

January 10 

 It is important that we remember this earth that we live on is not the original. The 

beauty of the original is beyond our comprehension and was lost in the fall. Furthermore, 

the earth and every creature on it groans and travails in pain waiting for that day when it 

will be brought into glory with the Church of all ages. Oh! What a day that will be, our 

frail minds cannot even begin to imagine the glory that will be revealed in us. Read 

Romans 8, especially verses 19-22. 

 



January 11 

 Do not think for a moment, as some would have you to believe, that Jesus will 

come to set up His Kingdom on this present earth. Scripture is very clear on this. It 

doesn’t make sense either. How can something which will be so glorious be 

accomplished on this present, sinful earth? This creation has been cursed by God Himself 

as we saw in Genesis 3. This earth is full of sin and is doomed to destruction. The signs 

are like brilliant billboards all about us. Floods, earthquakes, famines, pestilence, this 

earth will be destroyed and out of it God will create a new heaven and a new earth, not 

one that is dying, but one that will last forever. Read Isaiah 65, especially verses 17-25. 

 

January 12 

 There is separation between the world we live in and the world God lives in. We 

live in a physical world. We see, touch, smell, and can feel all the things round about us. 

God is a Spirit, and He dwells in a spiritual world. When Adam sinned separation was 

made between the heavens and the earth. Rev 21:1 says “there was no more sea.” The sea 

causes division. I believe this means in the new heavens and the new earth this separation 

will be taken away and the physical and the spiritual will be joined into one. Remember, I 

am just a sinful, humble layman. Read for yourself Revelation 21. 

 

January 13 

 Well, it’s Friday again. And not only that, it’s Friday the 13th! So we’re all going 

to have bad luck, right? The world in its foolishness certainly amuses itself in silly ways. 

But those who are faithful to God know better. We are all in the palm of His hand. Not a 

single event takes place except it be according to His will. So if something good happens 

today, go to God in prayer and give Him thanks. If something bad happens, go to God in 

prayer and ask Him for the strength to see you through it. But do not be so foolish as to 

blame it on the date. Read Matthew 10, especially verses 29-31. 

 

January 14 

 So what are you going to do today? Most of us do not have to go to work today 

since it’s the weekend. Does this mean we get to do as we please? Can we go drink 

ourselves silly, or lie in front of the television all day? Remember that even today you are 

called to serve your Master. Which master do you choose? You cannot have two. There is 

a right way and a wrong way to rest. You cannot go wrong if you follow the Good 

Master’s example. Read the Good Master’s Word in Mark 6, especially verses 31 and 

32. 

 

January 15 

 It is the Lord’s day today. Therefore, we are commanded to rest from our labors. 

Does this mean that we can sit idle all day, or spend the day in sleep? No, but we must be 

busy today. We must abstain from daily labor, but we must busy ourselves in the worship 

of God. We must frequent His house of prayer and we must meditate upon His Word. 

May we do this by God’s grace and may our prayer be that our worship is acceptable to 

Him. Read Genesis 4, especially verse 4. 

 

January 16 



 Men certainly like to brag about their strength. Some men and women busy 

themselves in the gym, daily pumping iron to ever build their muscles, some even to the 

point of grotesqueness. They boast of their power. But how frail we are when compared 

to the Almighty. God is Power. It is one of His attributes. Nothing can stand in 

comparison to it. All power starts with God. We are upheld by His Word. May we not 

boast in our own strength, but may we put our trust in Him. Read Psalm 62, especially 

verse 11. 

 

January 17 

 The power of God is all encompassing. There is not a single thing on the earth 

that is not upheld by the power of His Word. From the tiniest insect to the largest beast 

there is not a single creature that exists except it be upheld by God’s power. From the 

smallest stream to the greatest river there is none except it be maintained by His power. 

From the deepest chasm to the highest mountain there is none except it be according to 

His Word. Fear God and give Him praise. Read Nahum 1, especially verses 3-6. 

 

January 18 

 Today man attempts to unravel the “mysteries” of Sodom and Gomorrah. They 

dig through the ruins on the edge of the Dead Sea and wonder at the remains that they 

find. They marvel that these remains could actually prove that these cities had existed and 

they were possibly destroyed by fire. The righteous person needs no proof. All he needs 

is the infallible Word of God and faith in its inerrancy. He then stands in awe at the 

power of God and His punishment against sin and evil. Read Genesis 19, especially 

verses 24-28. 

 

January 19 

 Imagine yourself walking through a wilderness and up ahead you see a fire. As 

you draw closer to this fire your curiosity is changed to wonderment because you see it is 

a bush that is on fire, and yet it is not on fire. Even though flames shoot out from the 

bush, the bush remains as green and healthy as those around it. Once again God 

demonstrates His power over the creation and all of its elements in this event that is 

recorded for us in Scripture. May we, with Moses, hide our faces before the Holiness of 

God. Read Exodus 3, especially verses 2-6. 

 

January 20 

 God’s power is revealed unto us through the many events that led up to the 

deliverance of the children of Israel. His all-encompassing power is especially shown to 

us in the events at the edge of the Red Sea. God hardens Pharaoh’s heart so that in his sin 

he pursues after Israel. God stands between Pharaoh’s army and Israel separating them 

through the night as darkness on Pharaoh’s side and light on Israel’s side. God divides the 

sea allowing Israel through and brings destruction to Pharaoh’s host by the same means. 

God’s power is awesome. Read Exodus 14. 

 

January 21 

 One important point that we learn through the lesson of Israel’s deliverance from 

the oppressing hand of the Egyptians is that God redeems His people through judgement. 



The ten plagues brought much untold pain, suffering, and death, and yet it is through 

these means that Israel was given deliverance. Remember that the ten plagues are 

symbolic of the judgement that is yet to come. Through many terrible plagues, and 

ultimately fire, God will destroy this world and will redeem Zion through judgement. 

Read Isaiah 1, especially verse 27. 

 

January 22 

 Once again our hearts are filled with gladness with the arrival of another Sabbath 

Day. Pray unto God that He will give you strength to resist the temptations of the Devil 

that would have you desecrate the Sabbath Day. Pray to the God of Power, the sovereign 

ruler of heaven and earth and He will give you strength. Give worship to His Name and 

receive His blessing and we will be prepared for yet another week of labor. Read Psalm 

29. 

 

January 23 

 Wicked man always does the opposite of what is required of us by God. The man 

of this world always tries to build himself up in the sight of other men. He will do 

whatever it takes, good or bad, to climb the ladder of success. He will ridicule others to 

make himself look superior. The problem is I find these faults in myself all too often. 

Then we must go to God in prayer of repentance and ask Him to give us grace to humble 

ourselves and to esteem each other better than ourselves. Read Philippians 2, especially 

verse 3. 

 

January 24 

            Do you mortify the deeds of the body? Or do you walk the wide and easy 

pathway which leads to destruction. Being wicked is easy and a lot of “fun.” But 

remember a lifetime of wicked fun is only temporary and an eternity of damnation 

follows. Walking the hard, arid, narrow pathway which leads to heavenly glory is 

difficult. But through prayer and supplication to God you will find the strength of 

His Spirit to mortify the deeds of the body and therein you will find true joy. Read 

Romans 8, especially verses 13 and 14. 

 

January 25 

           Using filthy language is an abomination to the Lord. This seems to be an 

especially strong temptation to us in our teenage years. When we are teenagers we 

wish to appear to be “street wise” so we use the language of the street. Just imagine 

that Jesus was there at your side the last time you let trash expletives dominate your 

vocabulary. Well...He was, so turn away from this sin and read Matthew 12, 

especially verses 35-37. 

 

January 26 



            Using filthy language is one thing, but to let your vocabulary include the 

taking of God's Name in vain, or blaspheming His Name is deadly serious. More 

and more today you hear His Name being tossed about as though it were worth but a 

penny. If the penalties of the laws of Moses' day were still being executed today, our 

streets would be littered with dead bodies from all the stoning, and we would be 

running out of stones. God commands us not to take His Name in vain, and if we do, 

He is deadly serious about the consequences. Read Leviticus 24, especially verses 

10-16. 

 

January 27 

           When we profess to those round about us that we are Christians and attempt 

to prove this by going to church on Sunday, but then lead a life of partying and 

blending in with the world the rest of the week, we blaspheme God's Name. We also 

give occasion to unbelievers to blaspheme God's Name on account of our evil 

witness and put ourselves under God's chastising hand. His chastisement can be of 

great price to us. Read 2 Samuel 12, especially verses 10-14. 

 

January 28 

          The ultimate blasphemer, of course, will be realized in the Anti-Christ. He 

will exalt himself to the point that he will claim to be God Himself. He will claim 

to be the return of Jesus Christ that everyone has been waiting for. Do not become 

too proud and boast that you will recognize and oppose him immediately. He will 

deceive many, for he will blend in well with the world and he will please many 

men with what he has to say and with what he does. Those who oppose him will be 

mocked and ridiculed; they will be persecuted and finally put to death. Prepare 

yourself by the constant study and meditation of the Scriptures. Read II 

Thessalonians 2, especially verses 3 and 4. 

 

January 29 

            Do your sins overwhelm you? I know mine overwhelm me. There are times 

when we feel so strong and sure of our redemption, and there are times when we 

feel like we are alone and lost. But beware, for this is a favorite ploy of the devil. He 

loves to attack with this tactic, especially when we are at our lowest points in life. 

During times like this we must turn away from the devil and put our trust in God for 

He is full of redemption. Read Psalm 130, especially verse 7. 

 

January 30 

           When we are young, and many times rebellious, we like to exclaim to our 

parents, “It's my life, I'll do as I please!” As we grow older and become independent 

we are tempted in the same manner. We wish to do with ourselves whatever we 

please. But it is not our life, nor are our bodies our own. We are purchased by the 

blood of Jesus Christ and we are His members. Hence, we must strive to glorify God 

with our bodies and our lives because He dwells in us and we are not our own. Read 

I Corinthians 6, especially verse 20. 

 

January 31 



           When Christ was crucified, we, His elect saints according to the 

foreknowledge of God, were crucified with Him. We are delivered from the death of 

sin, and Christ now lives in us. So live by faith in the Son of God. There is nothing 

in this life that we can experience that He did not experience Himself when He lived 

on this earth. He was tempted in all points such as we are. So go to Him and bring 

your needs to Him for He has died for you. Read Galatians 2, especially verse 20. 
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