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Rushing into a new century, we no longer live in the Space Age or Information Age. 

The newest emphasis, swift communication of information over long distances, makes it more of 

a Communication Age. This age is reaching maximum speed on the new “information 

superhighway.” While the world indulges itself with such earthly devices, the Christian has a 

distinct calling in this day and age. That calling is to be aware of the current things surrounding 

us as we wander through this strange land. We need to see the Lord's hand in this respect. 

An exciting frontier, the “superhighway” is a collection of computer networks linked 

together, spanning the entire world like a monstrous web of bridges. Rather than walking or 

driving on this web, the work is done solely at a computer while electronic signals do all the 

travelling. Such network communications whisk along by phone line, fiber-optic line, or even by 

satellite. Tremendous versatility allows for large amounts of information to be sent very quickly. 

How quickly? With the aid of some fiber-optics, a short message from my computer to Northern 

Ireland, England, Germany, or Singapore only takes a few seconds. A longer message, say the 

contents of a 500-page textbook or a short video, would take only a matter of minutes. 

There is a lot of opportunity out there. More and more people are beginning to realize 

this. The Internet, the world's largest network (and a main portion of today's superhighway), is 

nearing an estimated 30 million users. Nearly a million are added to this total every month. Any 

one of these users can send electronic mail (e-mail) to China, trade recipes with someone in 

Russia, read medical research from Australia, and get files from Spain. What started out as a 

U.S. Defense Department project has blossomed into a wide spectrum of uses. It is also virtually 

unstoppable. Since there is no central governing body for the Internet, no one person or agency 

can shut it down. Not even a worldwide power failure could completely crash the Internet. 

Besides the Internet, the past decade has seen the rise of online services or “bulletin 

boards.” These are commercially run by private corporations for profit. What they sell is a 

collection of information and services for which users are willing to pay. Online services such as 

CompuServe, America Online, Genie, and Prodigy offer instant reference libraries, e-mail, 

electronic shopping, games, entertainment, financial information, as well as an abundance of 

international news. One can read the current New York Times, reserve an airline flight, or 

browse the Library of Congress right at home. 

Many of the existing programs can be beneficial to the Christian user. Since a simple e-

mail service can be extremely helpful for quick communication between distant cities, it has 

shown potential for missionaries laboring across the ocean or on the other side of the globe. 

Whether it is a brief memo or a full-page document, the e-mail covers thousands of miles with 

split-second precision—a type of communication never enjoyed before. Church directories can 

be stored in easy databases and passed around with relative ease. Sending a list of phone 

numbers to New Zealand over the Internet would beat out an air mail service by about two 

weeks. Hypermedia is another bonus for a Christian user. “Hypermedia” is the fancy name for 

text embellishment. Simple words of text, like the entire Bible, can be supplemented with 

pictures, maps, audio readings, and lightning-quick cross- referencing. For example, you might 

choose Acts 9 and see the chapter before you. By the click of a button, you could hear a variety 

of narrators recite the story of Paul’s conversion. Clicking a different button might pull up a map 

showing the location of Damascus or a picture of the city today. All these options are expensive, 



but the whole package, or sample clips of it, can be zipped along the information superhighway 

from England to India and back again in the same amount of time it takes for a good stretch. 

The speed and the ease of riding the superhighway can be put toward a good cause, as 

well as toward any other. 

But, let this not go without warning. Man will undoubtedly use this device for evil. He 

already has. That is all he is able to use it for. “There is none that doeth good, no not one” (Psalm 

14:3). The existing superhighway is already being used for hate mail, pornography, and theft. We 

know the sometimes-scary significance of possessing a personal, unique social security number. 

We know the things that can be achieved with only a credit card number. Therefore, the global 

capabilities of an “information superhighway” device should not surprise you too much. The 

world does use this invention for its own ungodly causes. Although the information 

superhighway can be put to work for the church of God (and it is already today, at least 

minimally), this invention is a worldly one—an earthly treasure. Beware, “for where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:21). 

For those of you who have been on the information superhighway, do not stop at Vanity 

Fair along your way. Many delightful chances to enter at the broad gate await you. If you would 

get caught up in sin, you can for a time hide in the private recesses of your computer. For 

example, you can tiptoe your way to the White House computer, or to one in faraway Sweden 

and very few people will ever know you were there. You can try to hide in the wilderness like 

Hagar, but Christ will come to recover his sheep. As it says in Psalm 139, “There is not a word in 

my tongue, but O Lord, Thou knowest it...if I make my bed in hell, behold Thou art there.” Not a 

single keystroke is hid from the" face of our God. So, do not get so caught up in it so that you 

foolishly have to hide from your Savior. Instead, put this technological marvel to work for a 

good cause. Your nametag reads “C-h-r-i-s-t-i-a-n.” Do not cover that up when travelling the 

information superhighway. 

Those of you with little or no experience with computer-communications, at least be 

aware of your surroundings. Realize that the Christian uses are vastly outnumbered by wicked 

ones. Of course, the signs of the times are given to us in God’s revealed Word. That is what we 

should be going by— God’s Word! Ask yourself, after reading Mark 13 or Luke 21, could such 

an invention be a tool for the Antichrist? In spite of its usefulness, could it possibly facilitate 

persecution of the Church? How can we see the Lord's hand in this? Remember, God’s eternal 

counsel determines everything (Hebrews 4:3). And in this too, somehow God is still laying 

everything out in preparation for Christ’s return. 
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