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 From a physical point of view, Young People, the human race is divided into many 

different kinds of people and kingdoms. But from a spiritual point of view, the whole human race 

is divided into only two kingdoms, in which each has only one kind of people in it. The Kingdom 

of Heaven has citizens in it who believe in God, and love Him. The other one, The Kingdom of 

Darkness, has unbelieving citizens, who hate God and love Satan as their king. 

 We have a very striking evidence of the work performed by the citizens of that kingdom 

of unbelievers. According to the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John we read that Judas 

Iscariot, who to many was considered to be a disciple of Christ, actually showed himself as a 

disciple of Satan. He betrayed Christ in order to get thirty pieces of silver, for the enjoyment of 

his flesh. 

 However, take note of the fact that Christ Himself, in John 8:31 and 32, calls the citizens 

of His kingdom to be His disciples. There we read: “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 

disciples indeed. And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

 Now that the citizens of Christ’s kingdom are called “disciples indeed” means that they 

very truly are citizens in His Kingdom. There in Scripture that kingdom is called The Kingdom 

of Heaven. Now the Greek word, which John uses here and in the King James Version of the 

Bible is presented as “indeed,” we can well translate as “truly” rather than “indeed.” By God’s 

grace we are truly disciples of Him as our Savior. We are truly His disciples, if we continue in 

His Word. 

 Here in these verses, wherein our Savior speaks to us, we have the comforting truth that 

we were made to be His disciples. We came into this world, being born in it as those who have 

not, and could not, cause ourselves to become His disciples. We all are conceived and born in 

sin. We do well, however, to take note of the fact that our Savior here reveals that we are called 

to be His disciples, if we continue in His word. We, by Him, are freed from Satan’s powerful 

hold upon us. We are caused to know the truth in our hearts as well as in our minds. We have 

been turned around, and now can continue in God’s word. 

 What will reveal that we are such citizens in the Kingdom of Heaven is our walking and 

continuing in God’s Word, not walking against what He reveals in that Word. Many will call the 

Bible to be God’s Word. Yet they dare to present false doctrines, and even defend them by their 

words. Just look into your telephone book. There you will find churches listed by many different 

names. But in many instances they will reveal rivalry against churches that do maintain the truth 

of God’s Word. They do not simply go against other churches. They go against God. They dare 

to call their churches Christian churches. But they are going against God. They dare to call their 

churches disciples of Christ. Yet they boldly present what Satan says, rather than what God 

declares in His Word. Through Arminianism they will teach that God depends upon us, and that 

we can turn our hearts and help God save us. 

 But let us look carefully and seriously at what God wrote, and is recorded in Ephesians 

2:8-10. There we read: “For by grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 

the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

We do not earn our salvation. We do not make the decision as to whether we will, or not will to 

believe what God wrote in Scripture. We are saved through faith, and not because of our faith. 



We are not born physically because we asked our parents to bring us forth. It is not our decision 

even as to whether we would be born as a boy or a girl. Our parents may have wanted to decide 

what we would be, their son or daughter; but we came forth as God eternally decreed. And that 

we were born spiritually as God’s son or daughter was His eternal plan. As members of the body 

of Christ, we have our place eternally decided by God. Just look up Romans 8:28-30. God works 

all things together for our good, as members of the body of Christ. He predestinated us to 

become conformed to the image of His Son. And He did so that we might be the firstborn among 

many brethren. Our place in the body of Christ, His Church, was eternally decreed, and each 

member of that body has its decreed place, so that we all, in our place, work together in the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

 God does not depend upon us. We, for our place and work in Christ’s coming kingdom, 

depend upon God’s decision as to whether we are elect members of the body of Christ, and 

where we are in that body. And hold on tightly to that truth that we are saved by God’s grace. 

We do not earn our place in the Kingdom of Heaven. We do not plan where we are going to be 

as a member of that body of Christ. In Ephesians 2:8 we are taught by God that we are saved by 

God’s grace, through faith, not because of a faith we started in our lives, but because God began 

it in us in His grace. 

 Plainly every part of our salvation is God’s gift to us. We cannot give God anything 

physical or spiritual. All things are His possession, and arrive as gifts to us in His grace, so that 

we owe Him everlasting thanks. Just look up Psalm 139:14, where we read: “I will praise Thee: 

for I am fearfully and wonderfully made, marvelous are Thy works; and that my soul knoweth 

right well.” 

 Take note of the fact that as presented a moment ago, our God Himself through His Son 

said that we are truly His disciples. And being disciples means that God uses us. This means that 

we do not give God something that He does not have. The truth in Scripture makes us free from 

all the false doctrines that Satan uses, trying to get us to believe that we are gods, that we can and 

will let God save us through His Son. True, salvation will bring to us the desire for salvation, as 

well as the salvation. The day when Adam and Eve fell into spiritual death as enemies of God, 

they could not want to serve God, and live before Him in love. And, Young People, by no means 

let Satan let you believe that you can let God save you by fulfilling a condition. Hold on tightly 

to the truth which Christ Himself presents to us, when He said that truth shall make us free. We 

do not free ourselves from Satan and his lie, and the sinful deeds which he works in us. 

 That word “disciple” means one who is taught and trained. And God teaches and trains 

His elect to be Christ’s disciples. Sing that truth every day: “All that I am I owe to Thee, Thy 

wisdom Lord hath fashioned me; I give my Maker thankful praise, Whose wondrous works my 

soul amaze.” Psalter number 383, the first stanza. 

 When then you do with your heart praise God for that gift of salvation, what Christ said is 

so very true. Satan got us to fall into sin, and to die spiritually. But as our Savior, Christ gets us 

to be His disciples. And when we can and do sing God’s praises for salvation, we rejoice in that 

truth that we have been made free, by the truth that we are His disciples. 

 And now, as we rush to the end of the world, Satan is clearly and severely trying to get us 

to turn from Christ and His work, not interested in being His disciples. But if God has begun that 

salvation in you, get down on your knees, and pray daily to Him for strength to resist and be 

made free from Satan, and from our natural love of sin, as faithful disciples of His Son, our 

Savior. 



 Then your name will not merely be “Christian.” Your mind and soul will be freed from 

the lie, and you will have the joy of being a disciple of Christ, rejoicing in the power God has 

given you to be disciples of Christ. 

 How about it, Young People, has God freed you by the truth which He has given you 

through His Word, through catechism teaching, Christian school education, and Beacon Lights 

copies, to strengthen you in faith as one who is a disciple of Christ? Do you find joy in this truth 

which Christ presents, and gives for our comfort? When we know the truth in heaven, and in the 

New Jerusalem, when Christ returns to usher in the Kingdom of Heaven, we will appreciate and 

enjoy fully all the blessedness presented in God’s Word, and which in our text is called truth. 

And we will not merely be freed from what we suffer in this life in body and soul, by the hatred 

of those who are not disciples of Christ, but tools of Satan. But we will also be freed from all the 

misery that came into this world, because Satan got the whole human race to hate God. 

 Salvation is that blessed gift of God through Christ Jesus, His Son in our flesh. 

Appreciate that gift of God; and in your thankfulness, which He in His grace has wrought in you, 

sing this blessed truth: 
   Sing a new song to Jehovah 

   For the wonders He has wrought;   

   His right hand and arm most holy 

   Triumph to His cause have brought. 

   In His love and tender mercy 

   He hath made salvation known, 

   In the sight of ev’ry nation 

   He His righteousness hath shown. 

        Psalter number 261, based on Psalm 98. 
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