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 The time spent in catechism is for instruction concerning the Reformed faith. All those 

years studying the faith help catechumens see how to apply instruction toward a holier walk. 

Doctrine and life always go hand in hand. But what if someone questions your faith and asks, 

“How can you believe in the doctrines of total depravity and reprobation? It makes you too 

narrow-minded in your life.” How do you answer? Can you answer? 

 Narrow-mindedness is the tendency to see things only one way. A narrow way of 

thinking is to make decisions from a single, biased viewpoint. For example, the super-racehorse 

Man o’ War wore blinders in a few of his early races. Blinders are part of a hood that fits over a 

horse’s head. It shields the eyes and eliminates all peripheral vision. While the horse is running, 

it can only see one thing – the dusty track ahead of him. Nothing to the right or to the left will 

bother that speeding thoroughbred. The blinders hide everything else from sight. 

 Narrow-minded thinking is much like wearing a hood with blinders. The secular world 

despises blinders. Man should be able to endorse all world views presented and make logical, 

conscientious decisions regarding what is right or wrong for self. Everything should be allowed 

in public schools, all forms of theory are taught (and learned) and the students are supposed to 

decide what is best for themselves. Blinders would hinder this freedom of thinking and reason. 

An open mind is the key. 

 Followers of Christ should also be open-minded. All the options must be weighed in the 

balance. Matters of doctrine/life are very carefully considered. However, the decisions of faith – 

often called beliefs – are not based on what we think is best for ourselves. That places far too 

much emphasis on man’s uncanny ability to reason out the best for himself. No, we say that 

Scripture is our answer. The Word of God is the only rule for faith and life. Yet all the 

possibilities are cautiously pursued, then with an open mind, the careful study of catechism and 

the preaching of the Word provide the answer. 

 With an open mind, we consider some controversial opinions: absolute depravity, innate 

goodness of man, total depravity, etc. With the eye of faith, we look to the revealed Word of God 

for proof. As it turns out, the Bible clearly backs the truth of total depravity. Since we have 

found proof texts, we rest assured with the decision and stick to it. It is not narrow-minded. It is 

not a narrow mind that holds unshakably to certain beliefs when the proof texts are so readily 

available. 

 However, with a hot-iron brand, children of the Reformed faith have been tagged as 

narrow-minded. When the call is sent out for open minds, the outer world says, “Keep an open 

mind to all views,” but actually means, “Endorse our godless, liberal view.” Although the 

church’s Scriptural views are not narrow-minded, others would have the church give up century-

old beliefs in exchange for a new, liberal way of thinking. The whole time, man cites the need 

for open minds. In his estimation, the church has a narrow mind on dusty, old doctrinal issues. 

To be sure, there is a great need for an open mind, yet all they really want is for us to be narrow-

minded far to the other direction along with them. 

 The church is not narrow-minded, certainly not to the extreme level of narrow-

mindedness in the far liberal extreme. Members of Christ are equipped with true, open minds 

that are cinched tightly and securely with the answers and beliefs from the Word of God. Let the 

accusation die in its effort. 



 Yet as a reminder to open minds that doctrine and life go hand in hand, and that beliefs 

learned in catechism are nothing to be ashamed of… 

 

…Next Month’s Issue is Not For You! 

 
 The Beacon Lights staff works hard on your magazine. My fellow staff members deserve 

your thanks and appreciation for many days and nights of effort put into the publication. 

Officially, the staff works hard to bring to your home a helpful, spiritual magazine – a magazine 

written for developing Christians to help them grow in their spiritual life. The call is for constant 

struggle for a holier walk before God and an antithetical pilgrimage on this earth. 

 Therefore, next month there is a planned activity for our intended readers visibly to go 

out and fight against the accusation of being narrow-minded, the accusation of being cold and 

“cliquish”- living strictly within our own circles. Let us show others how we have true, open 

minds in our everyday walk. The idea is not merely to shake things up a bit. There are two good 

reasons for this special issue. First, it involves the actual activity of going out and physically 

handing a copy to a new reader. This could be a valuable moment to share ideas about faith and 

life – hardly reminiscent of the alleged narrow-mindedness! Secondly, by the Lord’s hand, the 

staff feels the material is good enough for the benefit of potential new readers. The focus of our 

periodical will not be restricted to a static set of subscribers. If more will join, D.V., let them 

read! Whoever they are, wherever they live. Incidentally, the Beacon Lights is currently mailed 

to 11 countries worldwide, and 28 states in the U.S.  Although quantitative expansion is not the 

key, the branching out to a broader spectrum of people is encouraging. 

 So, the October issue of Beacon Lights is not for you. Of course, you are entitled to read 

it, even keep it. However, the staff encourages you to give this special issue away. Hand it to 

someone new and the special issue will have reached a dynamic new readership. For this we owe 

you our thanks. But let the utmost thanks and praise go to our Lord on high Who has provided all 

things for us. 

 
“Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: 

Thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: 

His mercy endureth forever.” 

(Psalm 118:28-29) 

 

 Please remember, the October issue is not just for you. Pass it on. 
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