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July 1 

 Malachi 1:1-5  God loved Jacob. What a precious thought, for in loving Jacob He 

loves us. We believe that God has elected His people in the lines of continued generations. In the 

Old Dispensation that was mainly from the line of Jacob or Israel. The truth of the covenant in 

continued generations still holds today. We can take great comfort in that fact. We believe that 

our covenant God loves us as elect and saves us. Sing or read Psalter 166 especially stanzas 3-6. 

 

July 2 

 Malachi 1:6-9  Do you honor all those who have authority over you? Do you keep 

the fifth commandment with respect to your parents and others that have rule over you? This is a 

tremendous calling for the child of God. Why must we obey those in authority over us? Why do 

we show respect for those kinds of people? We do this because by means of this obedience we 

show honor and respect for Him who has ordained all authority. We do it because God is our 

Father. Just as we show love to our earthly fathers, we must show love for our Heavenly Father. 

What a blessing we have to show our love for Jehovah by our obedience to those who are over 

us. Sing or read Psalter 304 especially stanzas 1, 6, and 7. 

 

July 3 

 Malachi 1:10-14 Are you tired of attending church every week twice a Sunday? Do 

you wish you could do something else today? Do you think that a summer Sunday could be put 

to a better use? This was Israel’s attitude after it returned from captivity. Malachi speaks strong 

words condemning this type of thinking. He does that for two reasons. First of all this was the 

very sin which caused them to be taken captive. Secondly, this attitude is a slap in the face of 

God who created the Sabbath for Himself. He has given us this day in which we rest from our 

daily labors and devote the whole day to Him. Furthermore, according to the Heidelberg 

Catechism, this day is to be used to prepare us for the eternal Sabbath. Will we be ready? Sing or 

read Psalter 109. 

 

July 4 

 Malachi 2:1-5  As we think back upon the words of yesterday’s sermon, what are 

our thoughts? As we remember past lessons we have learned from God’s Word, whether in 

school, catechism, or other Bible discussion, what do we remember? Have we laid these words to 

our hearts? Do we remember what we have heard and ponder them as we go about our lives in 

this world? As we ponder them do we put them into action? Are they more than just words or 

doctrines? That is what Malachi calls for the Levites and priests to do. That is our calling today 

even as we have been made priests by God. We must lay His words in our hearts and use them in 

our lives as we seek the new Jerusalem. Sing or read Psalter 215 especially stanzas 1, 2, and 4. 

 

July 5 

 Malachi 2:6-10 Is God the God of all His people? Is there any characteristic of the 

elect that may cause a person to be different in the sight of God? Will God say to a person of a 

certain race that he will inhabit a different part of heaven? Of course not! All of the elect have 



God as their Father. That makes them all brothers and sisters in the Lord. How do we treat each 

other? Are we guilty of putting some down because of some “defect” in their makeup? If we are, 

then we profane the covenant of God. What a serious sin that is. Let us pray to our Heavenly 

Father for the grace to escape that sin. Sing or read Psalter 369. 

 

July 6 

 Malachi 2:11-17 The Holy Spirit uses the beautiful bond of marriage and the awful 

sin of divorce to picture the relationship between His people and Him. The covenant which He 

has made with us is like the marriage between a man and a woman. But by our sins we have put 

Him away and have taken a new wife, mainly different gods. The ugly sin of divorce is pictured. 

In these verses God says that He hates divorce. He hates divorce even as He loves marriage. 

There are two truths which we must grasp. First we must cling to our husband, God. Secondly 

we must make marriages that last until only God breaks them by death. Sing or read Psalter 124 

especially stanzas 1, 2, and 7-9. 

 

July 7   

 Malachi 3:1-6  Are you ready for the Christ’s coming? Israel of old was told to 

watch because God would send a messenger to announce the coming of Christ, and then Christ 

would appear suddenly to them. Christ in His second coming will come just as suddenly. We 

must watch the signs in the heavens, on the earth, and in the church. We must pray for this 

coming because this is Christ’s will, even as He taught us to pray in the Lord’s Prayer. Are you 

watching? Are you waiting? Do you long for the day of Christ’s return? Sing or read Psalter 390. 

 

July 8 

 Malachi 3:7-12 In two days we will again go to the house of God. One part of 

worship is that of bringing our offerings to the Lord. Will we like Israel of old bring the best of 

our increase? Will we bring our firstfruits? Israel was required to bring a tenth of that with which 

God had blessed them. We no longer have such a requirement. We must however give with a 

willing heart. We must never let the causes of the kingdom fail because of poor attitudes on our 

parts. There is a blessing in generous giving. That blessing is temporal as well as spiritual. 

Examine your giving habits, people of God, and give as you have been blessed. Sing or read 

Psalter 311. 

 

July 9 

 Malachi 3:13-18 What a testimony God has given us in verse 17. We are compared 

to jewels. A jewel is understood to be something precious. But it is also something beautiful. A 

sparkling ruby, emerald, sapphire is lovely to behold. A diamond is used as a symbol of love 

between a man and a woman. God calls us jewels. Now we know that we are not jewels of 

ourselves. Of ourselves we are like lumps of coal. We have the same chemical makeup as coal, 

but until we have been transformed by God into a sparkling diamond, there is no beauty in us. 

We are jewels in God’s sight; what a precious thought! Sing or read Psalter 396. 

 

July 10 

 Malachi 4  In the churches that many of us attend, the law will be read this 

morning. Do you remember the words? Do they have an impact upon your life day by day? That 

is the command of verse 4. We are commanded to remember those words and to live those 



words. We may not pick and choose which ones we will keep. May that never be our attitude. 

We must remember each law of God, meditate on each law of God, and live each law of God. 

May this be our prayer today and every day, since it is only by God’s grace that we can 

remember the law to do it. Sing or read Psalter 334. 

 

July 11 

 II Peter 1:1-7  What wonderful words we find in verse 3! Here we read that our 

God has given us all things necessary for life and godliness. In other portions of Scripture we are 

called to live a life of godliness. Here we find that it is possible because our God has given to us 

what is necessary. We have what is necessary because He has revealed to us the knowledge of 

Himself. This is a great comfort for us because we realize that we do not have to live such a life 

out of our own selves. We know that if that was the case we would fail. Thanks be to God who 

has given us all things for our lives on this earth and also the promise of glory. Sing or read 

Psalter 365. 

 

July 12 

 II Peter 1:8-15  Here in these verses we find that the apostle Peter is emphasizing 

the fact that he has been ordained to teach the church the things of the kingdom of Christ. He 

does not want to be found negligent in this work by God. He is careful to use the opportunity that 

God has given him to teach the elect. What about us? Are we careful to use the opportunities to 

speak of things of the kingdom to others? Parents, are you instructing your children daily? Office 

bearers, are you zealous in the callings that you have? Young people, are you examples in your 

speech to those younger than you? Let us take the opportunities and use the time that God has 

given us on this earth to teach those around us about the things of the kingdom. Sing or read 

Psalter 372. 

 

July 13 

 II Peter 1:16-21 How do you read the Bible, people of God? Do you consider it of 

no more importance than a best seller? How does it compare with theological books of which 

you may have read? The answer is quite simple as given by verses 20-21. First of all Scripture is 

not of private interpretation. Secondly, Scripture is not conceived by man. Finally, Scripture is 

inspired by God. When you read the Bible, pray for the Spirit to illumine your heart and mind 

with that Word of God. This Word is sure: this Word is a lamp in a dark place. Use that Scripture 

so that you do not fall in this life. Sing or read Psalter 337. 

 

July 14 

 Psalm 25:1-6  Here we have a prayer of David. Notice that he begins by calling 

upon the name of the Lord. He does this in the way of trusting in God and asking that he may 

show this trust even in the face of enemies. He then asks that God lead him upon the paths of 

truth. He knows that he cannot do this of himself for he asks God to teach him. Finally, he 

beseeches the lovingkindness of his and our Heavenly Father. We need to make this our prayer 

as well. It does not matter in what station or calling God has placed us. We need to put complete 

trust in Him from whom all blessings flow. Let us make this our prayer. Sing or read Psalter 64 

especially stanzas 1 and 2. 

 

 



July 15 

 Psalm 25:7-14  Sins of youth seem insignificant at the time. We brush them away 

as a piece of dust. Parents excuse them as the folly of youth. However, here David prays for the 

forgiveness from almighty God for the commission of such sins. He does not treat them lightly. 

He sees their seriousness and wishes for forgiveness for them. He realizes that before the good 

God they are despised and wishes to have them blotted out. He then asks that good God to teach 

him the right way. Do we treat the sins of youth too lightly? We need to read verse eleven again 

if we do. Thankfully we can pray to God through Christ’s name for the forgiveness of sins. Let 

us approach the throne of grace often and pray first of all for forgiveness and secondly that God 

will lead us on the path that leads to heaven. Sing or read Psalter 67. 

 

July 16 

 Psalm 25:15-22 Are your eyes toward the Lord, people of God? We have many 

cares and concerns in this life. Some of us grieve inwardly over troubles caused by sin or a lack 

of self-confidence in the abilities God has given us. Others feel the enemies of God closing in 

around them and despair. Some have been placed in difficult situations in order that their faith 

may be tested and strengthened. David realized many of these situations. David learned that his 

hope was in Jehovah. Is that our experience? Is that our hope? Is that our prayer? Sing or read 

Psalter 62. 

 

July 17 

 John 1:1-9  What is light? Have you ever considered what it would be like to 

be either blind or to have no light at all? I am sure it would be quite unsettling at first and quite 

distressing. Spiritually, by nature, that is what we are like. We are blind – groping our way from 

place to place. We are lost in the basement with the windows sealed and the electricity turned 

off. We would stay this way as well except that God in His love for His people sent Christ who is 

the true Light into the world to light our paths. Let us use the Light even as it is revealed in the 

Word as we walk through this valley of the shadow of death. Sing or read Psalter 78. 

 

July 18 

 John 1:10-18  Do you believe that Christ is the eternal Son of God? There are 

those who do not confess this truth even though we find it in this chapter of the inspired Word of 

God. What an awful thing that is to deny the divinity of Christ! When you deny His Sonship, you 

deny your salvation; and you are left hopeless in this life and in the life to come. If we say we 

believe in Christ, we have a responsibility to see what the Bible tells us about Christ. Then we 

must always be ready to speak about Him to others. God declared that Christ was His Son to the 

world when He was on the earth. By faith we can see that He declares that to us as well. Sing or 

read Psalter 302. 

 

July 19 

 John 1:19-28  John the Baptist was sent to this world for a very important 

purpose. He was to herald the king. He had to proclaim that the king was coming and that the 

people were to make ready for His coming. There are several lessons that we can learn from this 

portion of Scripture. First of all, Christ is coming again. Are we listening to the messages that He 

sends out? Are we making ready for His coming? Secondly, we see John carrying out his work in 

absolute humility before his Lord. John had a great following: he gave it all up to Christ. Finally, 



we must see the greatness of Christ is more than that of any man no matter how great he may 

seem. Sing or read Psalter 155 especially stanzas 2-4. 

 

July 20 

 John 1:29-34  The Spirit descended upon Christ. What a comfort that is for us! 

Even as John bore witness to the fact, we can have the assurance that God blessed the work of 

Christ as He suffered for our salvation. That Spirit sustained Jesus through all the trials of His 

three and one-half years on this wicked earth. He promised us through the apostles that He would 

send the same Spirit to comfort and sustain us during our lives in this wicked world. Do you pray 

that Christ will give you a full measure of that Spirit? Do you pray that the Spirit be not 

quenched by your actions? What a comfort to know that Christ upholds us by the same Spirit that 

upheld Him in all His hellish trials. Sing or read Psalter 389 especially stanzas 1, 5, and 6. 

 

July 21 

 John 1:35-42  Jesus called twelve men who are described as disciples to work 

with Him throughout His life on this earth. These men followed Him and learned to do the work 

of the kingdom. We have this calling as well. First we who are elect of God must follow Christ. 

We must follow Him by our words, thoughts, and actions. We learn to do this by the Word He 

has given us. Then we must also do the work He has set for each of us in His kingdom. Each of 

us has the calling to be a disciple of Christ . All of our work differs as we make up the one body 

of Christ. Are you following? Are you doing the work? Sing or read Psalter 408. 

 

July 22 

 John 1:43-51  Can it be said of us that we are Christians in whom is found no 

guile? Like most of the disciples, we do not know very much of Nathanael. But we have the 

words of verse 47. What a powerful testimony to be said by Christ about mere man. Again I ask 

the question: Can this testimony be said about us? A person with no guile will live a life of love 

toward God and his neighbor. A person with no guile will have speech salted with grace. A 

person with no guile will live a life full of the works of the Spirit. There is but one way that this 

testimony can be said of any man. That way is if that man is seen through the blood of Christ. 

Let us be guileless in thanksgiving for the great gift of salvation. Sing or read Psalter 13 

especially stanzas 1, 2, 5, and 7. 

 

July 23 

 Genesis 18:1-8 In these verses we have an expression of Christian hospitality. The 

writer to the Hebrews uses it as an example for us to follow in the thirteenth chapter. What is our 

response when strangers enter our church to worship with us? Do we welcome them in the bond 

of Christian fellowship even as Christ has welcomed us into the covenant? Do we make sure 

their earthly needs are supplied on the day of rest in which God commands that the strangers 

within our gates do no work? Abraham prepared a feast for these men not knowing that he was 

not only entertaining angels but also the Old Testament manifestation of the Christ. Let us show 

our Christian hospitality to all those brought on our doorstep. Sing or read Psalter 27. 

 

July 24 

 Genesis 18:9-15 Is anything too hard for Jehovah? This was the question with 

which the angels caused Sarah to stop in her lack of faith. Christ, too, rebuked His disciples with 



much the same words. What about us? Do we sometimes believe that God cannot help us from 

our troubles? Do we think our financial situation is hopeless and we make decisions that are not 

based on seeking the kingdom of heaven first? Are we burdened with cares and loneliness from 

which we see no way of escape? God’s blessed words to us are, “Is anything too hard for 

Jehovah?” What a wonderful comfort He has given us with these words! Sing or read Psalter 29. 

 

July 25 

 Genesis 18:23-33 Here we see Abraham bringing his nephew Lot’s needs before 

Jehovah. Lot had strayed from the right path and was living in wicked Sodom. But yet Abraham 

interceded for his relative and pleaded with the Lord for his life. Sometimes our friends or family 

walk in ways that are not pleasing to Jehovah. What must we do about it? Of course we must 

warn them that the way they go will have bad consequences both in this life and maybe in the 

life to come. Then, we must get on our knees and pray without ceasing for the soul of that one. 

We must ask God to deliver that one from evil and temptation so that he is not destroyed. We 

know that this is pleasing to God as the New Testament testimony about Lot was that he was 

righteous. Let us remember our erring brothers and sisters in prayer often, and remember that 

“there but for the grace of God go I.” Sing or read Psalter 201 especially stanzas 1, 6, and 7. 

 

July 27 

 Philippians 2:1-11 Jesus Christ! What a name! A name that is far above all names on 

this earth! Do we confess this name often? We have many opportunities to do so, you know. We 

can do this within our families as we gather for devotions or as we fellowship together at meal 

times. We can confess the name of Christ with fellow believers as we worship together, socialize 

together, or meet together to discuss the Bible. We can confess the name of Christ in the world as 

we go about our daily lives. In our work we often have this opportunity. Do we make the most of 

it? Do people hear the reverence that we give Christ’s name? Do we esteem it highly in our 

conversations? Let us cherish that name and let us bow before it. Sing or read Psalter 352. 

 

July 28 

 Philippians 2:12-18 People of God, do you feel that the exercise of faith in your lives is 

vain? Young people, do you feel that it is fruitless to deny yourselves the pleasures of the world 

for the sake of Christ? Parents, are you having trouble seeing the worth of maintaining good 

Christian schools for your children? Office bearers, do you sometimes despair of the work that 

you do? Paul easily could have felt this despair in his life. Physically he had it hard. He gave up 

much, it seems, for the work of the kingdom and the honor of God’s name: but yet he said it was 

not in vain seeing the reward that would be his. Our work is not in vain if it is founded upon the 

words of life found in Christ. Let this be our hope as we daily strive to glorify God and do His 

work in the kingdom. Sing or read Psalter 359. 

 

July 29 

 Philippians 2:19-30 In these verses Paul commends certain of his fellowlaborers to the 

Philippians. They are commended for two reasons. First of all, they were likeminded with Paul 

toward the work of the kingdom. Timothy and Epaphroditus were zealous to carry out God’s will 

for them and the gospel. Then they were commended because they had made personal sacrifice 

to do this work. Epaphroditus had become terribly sick and would have died except for God’s 

mercy toward him. Do we have this kind of zeal for the work of the Lord? Are we willing to 



sacrifice our comfort for the God of the gospel? Let us strive so that we can hear the beautiful 

words, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord.” Sing or read 

Psalter 248 especially stanzas 1-4. 

 

July 30 

  

Psalm 66:1-10  It is fitting for us to consider this Psalm on the day of preparation 

for the Sabbath. In this Psalm David commands us to worship God. He especially points out the 

aspect of singing. Do we sing the songs of Zion with great joy? Does everyone know it? Why 

must we sing? We sing in worship to God because He is the great God, His power is boundless, 

and He holds our salvation in His hands. He tries us as metal is purified by fire. What a blessing 

to know that our impurities will be taken away before we join the church triumphant in heaven. 

Prepare today and worship tomorrow with gladness and great joy. Sing or read Psalter 173. 

 

July 31 

 Psalm 66:11-20 If we were privileged to attend worship services today, did we go 

with great joy? Did we sing in a way that the angels rejoiced over our singing? Were our 

offerings given cheerfully? Did we listen attentively to the Word of God? Are we prepared to 

make known the great things He has done for us? We know that our God listens to our prayers, 

songs, and worship. Was He pleased today? Did we truly bless the Lord today? Let us pray for 

this ability even as we worship today and every day. Sing or read Psalter 174. 
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