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 One day Ivan and his friend John were walking home from school, when Ivan suddenly 

stopped and pointed to the ground. 

 “Hey, John, look at this!” he cried, and stopped to get a closer look. 

 Ivan and John could not believe their eyes. There on the sidewalk was a twenty dollar 

bill!  Ivan picked it up. Both boys looked at each other and then all around to see if anybody was 

nearby. They seemed to be all alone. 

 “Wow, what should we do with it?” asked John. 

 “Do with it? I know exactly what we should do with it. As soon as we can drop off our 

books, we’re headed for the store!” But even as the words came out of Ivan’s mouth, he had a 

funny feeling inside. 

 Soon they arrived at Ivan’s home. Ivan’s mother was at the door when the boys excitedly 

told her about what they had found. 

 “That’s quite something!” she admitted. “So what are you going to do with it?” 

 “Spend it!” they chimed together. 

 “I see. Hmmm. Don’t you think somebody might be missing it?” 

 “Sure,” Ivan shrugged, “but finders keepers! How could we find who it belongs to 

anyway? We didn’t see who dropped it.” 

 “Well, do you remember exactly where you found it? It could belong to somebody who 

lives close to that spot,” she suggested. 

 The boys nodded. It would be worth a try. They put their books on the table and with a 

sigh went out the door. Ivan had visions of the new baseball he wasn’t going to get, and John 

could see the new bike bag slip away, but they both knew what they had to do. They located the 

exact spot where they found the bill, and marched up to the nearest house. An elderly lady 

answered the door, and she was indeed the one who had lost the money. She rewarded them each 

with one dollar, and thanked them over and over again. 

 John sighed as they walked away, “So much for our big shopping trip.” 

 “Yep,” answered Ivan. But both of them were pleased they hadn’t lost an opportunity to 

let their light shine. 
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