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 As I was studying up about Pelagius, I wondered if Pelagius ever had children?  I say this 

because Pelagius believed that children were born without sin.   As a father of three young 

children, I really do not know how Pelagius could come to such a conclusion. 

 Pelagius was a British monk and theologian born in approximately 360 A.D.   Little is 

known of his early life, and even his birthplace is uncertain. 

 He came to Rome around 400 A.D. and met up with a man names Coelestius.  Together 

these men preached their ideas concerning how man is saved.  In the year 411 Pelagius and 

Coelestius traveled to Africa to preach their heresy.  It was there that they met up with 

Augustine.  It was also here in Africa that Augustine and Pelagius disagreed with each other 

concerning how man is saved. 

 Augustine believed in the total depravity of man.  He maintained, and correctly so, that it 

is only through the sovereignty of God that man is saved. 

 Pelagius had a very weird view of salvation.  He taught that every child of God that is 

born is born good and without any sin.  In fact, he insisted that every child is born as good as 

Adam was before Adam ate of the forbidden fruit.  Sin, in the view of Pelagius, is a habit that is 

picked up from other people’s bad habits.  He insisted that there is no need for divine grace and 

salvation.  All a person has to do to break the bad habit of sin is to have a firm enough resolve.  

Pelagius believed that man can save himself. 

 Augustine would have no part of the extreme ideas of Pelagius and in 418 he was 

instrumental in the excommunication of Pelagius from the Roman Catholic Church, the true 

church of that day. 

 In 431 the Council of Ephesus condemned the radical views of Pelagius but at the same 

time they did not want to accept Augustine’s views on the total depravity of man and the 

sovereignty of God in salvation.  Instead, the Council found a compromise position called semi-

pelagianism in which they believed that the human and divine will could cooperate in salvation.  

They taught that man was born sinful.  At the same time, however, they insisted that man was 

not totally depraved but had the capability of accepting Christ as his Savior.  Semi-pelagianism 

taught that God offers salvation to all men and it is up to man to accept or reject it. 

 This is exactly the same heresy that is taught in most churches today.  God loves you and 

all that you have to do is accept him.  Isn’t it amazing that even in the early days of the church 

this heresy of God’s universal love was taught? 

 The whole system of semi-pelagianism became the foundation for the Roman Catholic 

doctrine of works-righteousness.  It is also the same heresy that our mother church fell into in 

1924 when the Christian Reformed Churches adopted the three points of common grace. 

 It is sad to see that so many people nowadays, just as Pelagius did in the fifth century, 

deny the total depravity of man and think that they can save themselves through their own works.  

The truth is that we all have this same sin dwelling in us and more often than not we think just 

like Pelagius. Let us as youth in God’s church cling to the truth of God’s sovereignty and in this 

way stay clear of the heresy of Pelagius. 
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