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“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.  Peace be within thy walls, and 

prosperity within thy palaces.  For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace be within 

thee.  Because of the house of the Lord our God I will seek thy good.”   Psalm 122:6-9 

 

 Jerusalem was always a fascinating city. 

 We first read of it in connection with Melchizedek, at the time of Abraham.  This man 

apparently showed up one day in the pagan Jebusite city of Jebus, and began to lead the people 

there in the worship of the Most High God.  The result was that they made him their king, and 

called him “Melchizedek,” King of Righteousness; while their city became known as “Salem,” 

Peace; or “Jerusalem,” City of Peace, a sure indication of the success of what he did.  It was 

during that time that Abraham came to him.  Those two worshippers of God had fellowship 

together.  He blessed Abraham: and Abraham, recognizing him as a priest of the Most High God, 

paid to him his tithes (Gen. 14:20).  And then, sometime thereafter, it seems, Melchizedek 

disappeared from the scene, leaving no heir, and the city returned to its pagan ways (Hebrews 

7:1-3). 

 It was a brief but beautiful beginning for a city which was to become the City of God, 

particularly when David became king.  One of the first things he did was to capture that city, 

whose inhabitants had long forgotten Melchizedek’s ways; and there he established his throne.  

But even more, to it he brought the tabernacle of God, so that in it the worship of the Most High 

God was again restored. 

 And so it remained until Jesus came—except that at His death He transformed it in a 

most wonderful way, as he said to the Samaritan woman, “Woman, believe me; the hour cometh, 

when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father…But the hour 

cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth; 

for the Father seeketh such to worship him.”  By that He meant to say that after his death the 

true Jerusalem, the City of Peace, would no longer be found in a particular geographic place, but 

wherever true people of God would gather in spirit and in truth to worship.  It is just as the book 

of Hebrews says of all who now walk in faith, “But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the 

city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the 

general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge 

of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new 

covenant.” For you and me this says that every time we go to worship in church we stand at the 

entrance of the new heavenly Jerusalem, the true City of Peace, into which, if we come in spirit 

and truth, we may take our place. 

 And then to us David says—as we read in the psalm quoted above—“Pray for the peace 

of Jerusalem…Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces…Peace be within 

thee.”  That is what Jesus meant when He said, “the true worshippers shall worship the Father 

in spirit and in truth.” We must come to worship God with a prayer for peace in our souls. 

 The word peace in the Hebrew is shalom, a word used by Jews as a greeting to this day.  

As with so many Hebrew words, its meaning runs deep and full.  Shalom means much more than 

just to be free from war or even to be quiet or tranquil; it also has in it the idea of being rich and 

full, spiritually complete and satisfied.  It really means to live in the City of Peace with the true 

King of Righteousness ruling in our hearts; then our sins are gone as well, and we have peace in 



our souls.  There were a few beautiful moments in Old Testament history when that physical city 

of Jerusalem provided an earthly picture of this—although not many, and they were brief.  But 

there will be a time when in perfection it will come to be, that time when in the new heaven and 

earth, the New Jerusalem will come “down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband.” Nevertheless, what we must not forget is that as children of faith we may taste 

this already whenever we come together to worship in the Name of Jesus as we should. 

 And so to us David says—speaking across the ages—“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem;” 

and he means not just to stop to say a brief prayer before leaving for church, or just briefly when 

we sit down in the pew—although such certainly is in order as well—but, come in an attitude of 

prayer, an attitude which says in the heart, “For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now 

say, Peace be within thee.” It is this attitude of peace, of love for God and His people, which 

constitutes the spiritual stones from which this new city is built (I Peter 2:5), as we become part 

of the New Jerusalem, that City of Peace.  And for those who do so, “they…prosper that love 

thee.” 

 Shalom! 
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