
Watching Daily at My Gates 
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December 1 

 Numbers 14:40-45  The people of Israel stood at the door of Canaan. Because 

of a lack of faith they refused to enter. When informed that because of their sins they would 

perish in the wilderness, they wept and decided to go against God’s Word and tried to enter 

Canaan on their own. We read that God sent enemies unto them who smote them. Do we abide 

by the words of verse 41? Do we realize that failure to obey the commandments of Jehovah can 

only bring ruin to our lives? If we obey, God is pleased to prosper us both spiritually and 

temporally. That is the testimony of Scripture. Sing or read Psalter 111. 

 

December 2 

 Numbers 16:1-11  Do we obey those in the Church whom God has put in 

authority over us? Do we obey them in all of our thoughts, words, and deeds? Korah, Dathan, 

and Abiram were not satisfied with the leaders God had given them. In their pride they tried to 

usurp positions in the Church that were not theirs. We read that God punished them and their 

followers. The earth opened and swallowed some of them. God’s fire destroyed others. Let us 

reverence the leaders God has sent us and remember that they are chosen by Him. Sing or read 

Psalter 214, especially stanzas 1, 5, and 7. 

 

December 3 

 Numbers 16:41-50  Over and over God showed His power to the children of 

Israel. Over and over they disobeyed and were punished for their disobedience. Here we see that 

again. They had just been witnesses to the earth swallowing up Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, but 

yet they murmured against Moses and Aaron. What about us? Are we any different? In both the 

Old and New Testaments we have God’s clear warning against all manners of sin. Do we always 

obey? Or are we found walking in ways clearly against the law of God? We must pray through 

the atonement wrought for us on the cross for forgiveness of these sins. Sing or read Psalter 207. 

 

December 4 

 Numbers 20:7-13  Once again God tried the Israelites. He brought them to a 

place where apparently there was no water. When Moses disobeyed the command to speak to the 

rock but rather struck the rock in anger, God pronounced that Moses would not enter into the 

promised land. Moses, of whom God had said that there never was a man like him, would die 

before he could enter into Canaan. We see two points of emphasis here. First of all we see that 

all of God’s people must obey God’s law perfectly. There are no exceptions. Secondly we see 

that even Moses was only a type of Christ. The fulfillment had to come yet. For us the fulfillment 

has come. Do we show our thankfulness by our obedience to God? Sing or read Psalter 207. 

 

December 5 

 Numbers 22:1-8  Israel got closer and closer to the promised land. It seemed 

the closer they got the harder the devil worked to keep them out. In this chapter and two after it 

we have the account of how Balak king of Moab hired the false prophet Balaam to curse Israel. 

We, too, are coming closer to the promised land that we seek. Satan will work harder and harder 



to keep us from crossing the Jordan and entering into heaven. He will send “Balaams” to 

persuade us to turn from the Word of Jehovah. Stand fast, people of God, and look to the day 

when we shall enter the land that truly flows with milk and honey. Sing or read Psalter 33. 

 

December 6 

 Numbers 24:15-19  Even though Satan and Balak sought to have Israel cursed, 

it was God’s purpose that Balaam would speak the wonderful prophecy in the reading for today. 

Balaam was commanded by God to speak about Christ to these heathen people. Balaam had to 

speak about Him who would crush the head of Satan. Satan did not want to hear this prophecy 

then, nor when Christ came to this earth, and neither does he want to be reminded of it now. 

What about us? In this time of the year as we begin to think about Christmas, are we thinking 

about the Christ Who will smite all of the wicked? Sing or read Psalter 4. 

 

December 7 

 Numbers 31:1-16  Before Balaam left Balak, he gave him some evil advice 

concerning the children of Israel. He told the king of Moab the way to get their God angry at 

them was to cause them to break God’s law by marrying heathen men and women and following 

in the abominations of the heathen. Balak followed the advice, and God sent a plague to destroy 

those of His people who married the wicked and worshipped their gods. This Word of God is 

applicable to us today. If we marry among the world and follow the world’s gods, we will be 

afflicted by God in this life. Marriage is a beautiful ordinance of God and can only be properly 

carried out by two believers. Sing or read Psalter 360. 

 

December 8 

 Deuteronomy 4:5-10  Before Moses was taken from the people of Israel, he 

delivered to them a farewell speech. In that speech he retold the story of their deliverance from 

Egypt and their journey through the wilderness. He reminded them of the punishments sent by 

God upon them when they fell into sin. He also reminded them of the promise that would be the 

reward of those who remained faithful unto the end. These words are for us also. We, too, must 

hear the Word of the Lord and teach that Word and that Word only to our children. This is so 

because we are the people chosen by the eternal and faithful God. Sing or read Psalter 166 

especially stanzas 1, 3, and 4. 

 

December 9 

 Deuteronomy 26:1-11  Do we take the first of all that we have and bring it before 

the Lord? Do we contribute to the Kingdom causes faithfully so that it is evident that we are 

thankful for our salvation? We like Israel were destined to a life in hell except that our Lord God 

saved us with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. As we bring our gifts on Sunday let us do 

it with cheerfulness not grudgingly, for we know that “God loves a cheerful giver.” Sing or read 

Psalter 78. 

 

December 10 

 Deuteronomy 31:1-6  As Moses comes to the end of his farewell remarks to the 

nation of Israel he tells them that he will not lead them over the Jordan into Canaan. But then he 

gives them the good news. He tells them that the Lord will lead them, and He will give to them 

Joshua to lead them in conquering the land. We have our Joshua as well. Joshua is the Hebrew 



equivalent of Jesus. The names mean Jehovah salvation. Jesus is our hope and confidence. He 

will lead us safely through this vale of tears into the joyous world which is heaven. Let us “be 

strong and of a good courage,” and “fear not,” for God will not fail us or forsake us. Sing or read 

Psalter 81. 

 

December 11 

 Deuteronomy 21:18-23 What kind of Christ are you celebrating this Christmas? 

Are you just celebrating the birth of a baby found in a manger because there was no room in the 

inn? If you are, you are sadly in error! Our Christ was condemned to die. He was condemned to 

die the death that signified that He was accursed of God. Why? Not for his own sin because He 

knew no sin. He died for us rebellious sons and daughters of the most high God. This is the 

Christ we must celebrate in this season of the year. Sing or read Psalter 47 especially stanzas 1, 

8, and 9. 

 

December 12  

 Psalm 2   Our Christ reigns upon His throne in the heavens! What a 

glorious thought that is! What a comforting thought that is as well. It is glorious because He had 

all the glory that belongs to the Father, and He sheds that glory unto His Church. It is comforting 

because nothing in this life will harm us. We have a Christ Who laughs at the wicked’s efforts 

because they will never prevail over His powerful counsel. Celebrate the Christ Who laughs at 

those who, even in this season of the year, try to make His work ineffective. Put your trust in 

Him who will bless us with all the happiness ever needed. Sing or read Psalter 4. 

 

December 13 

 Psalm 45:1-7   Do you love righteousness? Do you walk in ways that show 

that you love righteousness? Our Christ loved righteousness. He walked in ways that showed that 

He loved it all the time. We read that He was anointed with the oil of gladness above all those 

around Him. The world tries to make this season of the year a season of joy and gladness. But we 

can see that it is impossible because of their inherent sin and wickedness. What about us? Do we 

try to do the same thing? There can be no joy where sin rules the roost. Let us enjoy this 

Christmas by putting off the old man and living the life characterized by true righteousness. Sing 

or read Psalter 124 especially stanzas 1, 4, and 7. 

 

December 14 

 Psalm 72:1-12   In this Psalm we have a prayer that David prayed for his 

son Solomon. Not only do we see that Solomon’s kingship was glorious, we also see that he 

typified our Savior. The beginning verses of this Psalm speak to us about the extent of Christ’s 

kingdom. We see that He is a merciful King especially to those of His subjects that are poor and 

oppressed. We must realize that as we sing “Glory to the newborn king,” we must sing of a King 

Who will embody these attributes. The fulfillment of such a kingdom will not be on this earth but 

in heaven. Sing or read Psalter 302. 

 

December 15 

 Psalm 72:13-20  Do we believe that God is the only One Who doeth 

wondrous things? Is that our constant confession in this life? That is the truth found in verse 19. 

That should help us see the true meaning of Christmas. We must confess that God doeth great 



wonders; we must also confess that the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ is 

the greatest wonder of them all. The wonder does not stop in the manger; it is not stopped by the 

grave; it is the accomplishment of our salvation by all of the work of Christ. Let us make that our 

confession and hope during this Christmas season. Sing or read Psalter 362. 

 

December 16 

 Isaiah 28:16-22  Where do you find Christmas? As you hear carols being 

played in the malls and stores, is Christmas there? As you see signs and billboards proclaiming 

that this is the Christmas season, do you find Christmas there? Even as your homes and schools, 

though they be Christian in nature and purpose, evidence that this is the season of our Savior’s 

birth; do you find Christmas there? Verse seven tells us that we must find Christmas in the 

Church. Zion is always symbolic of the Church of God. You cannot celebrate Christmas without 

hearing the preaching that Christ is the cornerstone. You can omit all the materialism of the 

world’s Christmas and still not find Christmas if you do not embrace the preaching about Christ 

with your whole heart. Sing or read Psalter 320. 

 

December 17 

 Isaiah 32:1-8   We stand in an evil day. Even as we celebrate Christmas, 

we are oppressed by the evil around us. Now that is how it should be. If we truly walk an 

antithetical walk pleasing to God and Christ, we should be hated by the world around us. These 

are hard words and very hard to put into practice. But yet we have the comfort of the verses we 

read. God through His Son will strengthen our weaknesses and deliver us from our oppressors. 

Thanks be to God for such a gift. Sing or read Psalter 281. 

 

December 18 

 Isaiah 42:1-7   Do you believe in the creation as recorded in Genesis 1? 

That may seem a strange question to ask during our celebration of Christmas. But yet it is an 

important question and a necessary one. The same God that sent His Son to this world to die for 

sinners created the heavens and earth by the Word, which is Christ. To believe the one truth and 

not the other is impossible. Either you believe in a God Who created the world as set forth in 

Genesis and saved His people or you believe in nothing. Salvation is the re-creation of souls lost 

by the fall. To believe in salvation you must believe in creation. Sing or read Psalter 285. 

 

December 19 

 Isaiah 49:5-12   How many of you are Christians of Jewish descent? Not 

many I dare say. That truth is found in our reading for today. God had ordained that Christ is to 

be a light to the Gentiles. What a comfort for us who mainly are those Gentiles! That truth 

should be ours this Christmas. That truth also should be the basis for our “going into all the 

world and preaching the gospel.” We have been given a great gift; let us show our gratitude 

during this season of the year by proclaiming the gospel to all nations in whatever way God has 

made it possible for us. Sing or read Psalter 50. 

 

December 20 

 Isaiah 62   Are you ready for Christmas? Are you ready for your new 

name? We spend much time preparing ourselves to celebrate Christmas. What is the balance 

between our earthly preparations and our spiritual ones? Our celebration of this glorious day can 



only be rewarding when it is done in accordance to the ordination of God. We find this in verses 

10 and 11 of today’s reading. Are we ready for our salvation as we will experience at the end of 

time? Christ came to this world for the beginning of our salvation. He will come again and 

“receive us unto Himself.”  Are we ready? Sing or read Psalter 420 especially stanzas 1 and 2. 

 

December 21 

 Matthew 1:18-25  Joseph had to be instructed concerning the virgin birth of 

Christ. He was a simple carpenter waiting to be married to his espoused Mary. He was also a 

proper man not wishing to cause extreme embarrassment to Mary when she was “found with 

child.” After receiving a message by an angel he believed and did as the angel told him. Is this 

our faith? Do we believe in the Christ of the virgin birth? Young people, do you believe in Jesus 

or do you make a mockery of His Name with your actions and speech? Celebrating Christmas 

must be with the heart and with our actions. Sing or read Psalter 43 especially stanzas 1-4. 

 

December 22 

 Luke 1:39-45   Young women, do you have the faith found in Mary by her 

cousin Elisabeth? We read in verse 45 that she believed, and through her belief she would see all 

that Gabriel had told her. We too must have that same faith. We must believe that Christ has 

come into this world, has died for us, and has ordained for each of us a station and calling in this 

life. In I Timothy 2:15 we read of a woman’s salvation being in childbearing which includes 

child rearing. Now of course this verse does not speak of a salvation by works, but rather it 

outlines the way of gratitude for salvation for young women. Like Mary all young women must 

be grateful for their salvation and work toward that day that God makes them mothers in Israel. 

Sing or read Psalter 360. 

 

December 23 

 Luke 1:46-55   Mary rejoiced at Elisabeth’s salutation and responded with 

the song of Mary often called “The Magnificat.” In these words we see the Christmas story laid 

out for us in a very simple way. She first confesses the greatness of her God, and then she praises 

the mercy that He has shown to His people. She also speaks of the everlasting covenant 

established with Abraham for all of His people. Let these words be ours during this season of the 

year. We need God’s mercy no less than Israel of old. Let us take the song of Mary both on our 

lips and in our hearts. Sing or read Psalter 94 especially stanzas 1-5. 

 

December 24 

 Luke 1:67-79   With the naming of John, Zacharias’ lips were loosed and 

he praised God according to verse 64 of this chapter. A few verses later we have the words of 

praise which he spoke in his song. He realizes that his son, however precious to him in his old 

age, is only a forerunner for the Christ Who would come later. He suppresses a personal 

happiness and praises God for the salvation of His people. Can we do that today and tomorrow? 

As we rejoice in Christmas, can we rejoice in Christ the dayspring on high? Sing or read Psalter 

58. 

 

December 25 

 Luke 2:1-20   Today is Sunday! What a glorious thought this is! Are you 

happy about it? Do you realize we celebrate Sunday because of the resurrection of Christ from 



the dead? I realize that it is also Christmas. In order for us to give Christmas its full meaning, we 

must always look ahead to Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. Christ’s work was only begun 

with His incarnation. Christmas was only a small beginning. As we celebrate this day, let us be 

glad that we can use this day of rest to celebrate the birth of the Lord. Let us also remember that 

on this day as well we must “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” Sing or read Psalter 

45 especially stanzas 1-3. 

 

December 26 

 Revelation 21:1-8  In a few days we will commemorate the end of another 

year. We will also be that much closer to the return of our Lord on the clouds of heaven. John in 

the last two chapters of Scripture shows to us the glory that will be ours at God’s appointed time. 

We will not inhabit this earth or live lives like those on this earth. Does that disappoint you, 

people of God? Are so we wrapped up in this life that we forget about the life to come? If we are, 

we better reread verse 4. Even the best things of this life are but sorrow, vanity, and vexation of 

spirit. Eagerly await the new Jerusalem with its fountain of living water. Sing or read Psalter 33.  

 

December 27  

 Revelation 21:9-17  John was given a foresight into the new Jerusalem. He tries 

to give to us a sense of its beauty. This new Jerusalem is the complete Church triumphant as we 

see first of all in verse 9 where it is called the bride of the Lamb. We see that it is complete in 

verses 16-17 where it speaks of the city which lies in the shape of a cube where all three 

dimensions are equal. Here we will join with all those who have gone before us and sing the 

songs of Zion in a way that we never could before. Sing or read Psalter 33. 

 

December 28 

 Revelation 21:18-27  In this part of the description of the new Jerusalem, John 

tells us that the light of it will be the Lamb of God. In this life we have need of the sun to give to 

us physical life. In the life to come this will no longer be necessary. The sun is a picture of the 

Sun of God Who will light the new heavens and the new earth with His glory. There will be no 

night there as our rest has been accomplished by the Lamb of God. We also will no longer be 

tormented by the wicked as the only ones there will be the saints whose names are written in the 

Lamb’s book of life. What a comforting place heaven will be! Sing or read Psalter 318 especially 

stanzas 1, 2, and 4. 

 

December 29 

 Revelation 22:1-7  “Behold, I come quickly” is the testimony of Christ. Are 

we watching? Are we waiting? Are we ready? Are we keeping the sayings of this book? We 

have many responsibilities as children of God in this area. Everyone from the youngest to the 

eldest saint on earth must be watching and waiting. This is not a time of inaction, but rather a 

time in which we study the Word of God faithfully and diligently. Children, you must learn the 

Bible stories and learn them well. Young people, you must dig deeper into the truths of Scripture 

and find out what they are saying to you. Adults, you must continue to grow day by day in the 

Word of our God. Anything less will cause us not to be ready when He comes quickly. Sing or 

read Psalter 333. 

 

December 30 



 Revelation 22:8-15  Are we living the testimony of verse 12? Do we daily 

realize that our reward will be according to our works? Are we constantly reminded that we must 

give account for all that we do? If we do, we must realize that our works must glorify God as 

much as is possible in this sinful life. We must realize that we cannot do things for our benefit 

alone. This is the Word of the Alpha and Omega. This is the Word of Him out of Whose mouth 

goes a sharp two-edged sword. Let us watch our ways and bring forth fruits of repentance as we 

walk a walk of sanctification. Sing or read Psalter 162. 

 

December 31 

 Revelation 22:16-21  The last day of another year is upon us. We have been 

examining the truths found in the last two chapters of the Bible. In these chapters we are given a 

glimpse of the glory that will be ours and exhorted to watch for the day of His coming. It is good 

that we do this at the end of the year because the end of the year in a small way can signify the 

end of the world. We need to remember in all of our pondering that Christ’s grace must be with 

us. We also have the comfort that it will be. We have no reason to doubt any uncertainties of 

1995; we have the grace of Christ to keep us from all harm. Let that be our comfort as we look 

back over 1994 and look ahead to 1995 and the day of Christ’s coming. Sing or read Psalter 200. 
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