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 The presents were wrapped in festive and colorful paper, but there was one package that 

was more beautiful than all the rest. It was wrapped in shiny gold foil, and its ribbons reflected 

the light in every color of the rainbow. It was so beautiful, that it made the other gifts look plain 

and ugly next to it. 

 Day after day the children wondered what could be so special inside that package. 

Mother was good at giving us no hints at all, and Father was even better at it. The children could 

tell that their parents were enjoying the secret, so they gave up any hope of guessing what it 

might be. 

 Finally, the special day arrived. After eating a meal of their most favorite foods, the 

family gathered together to exchange gifts. Everyone sat in a circle, and from the youngest to the 

oldest, each one received the thoughtful gifts that the others gave them. Each time it was 

someone’s turn to give a gift, all eyes would glance at the golden gift, wondering if now the 

contents would be revealed. But each time they were disappointed. 

 Finally, all the gifts had been given and opened, all except the special one. Mother and 

Father exchanged glances and smiled. Yes, now it was time. They set the package down in the 

middle of the circle, and instructed the children carefully to open it together. In their excitement 

it was hard to be careful, but the children managed to do it. At last they could see inside the box! 

 A little wooden sign with fancy gold letters met their puzzled gaze. Father took it and 

hung it over the door. It said, “Buy the truth and sell it not.” Proverbs 23:23a. 

 “I hope you’re not too disappointed it’s not a toy,” Father explained. “But we asked 

ourselves what would be the best gift we could ever exchange with our children, and Scripture 

gave us the answer. ‘I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.’ It’s the 

truth of Christmas, the truth that Jesus Christ came in the flesh. It’s loving that truth. We hope 

you all will “buy the truth and sell it not.” 
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