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 In order to familiarize myself more with the Chinese culture while we are staying in 

Singapore, I recently read the book, The Christian in the Chinese Culture, by Rev. Poh Boon 

Sing. I would recommend this book especially to our young people who are interested in the 

challenges that our fellow believers experience here in Singapore. I say our young people, 

because many of the members in the churches here are young people (though this book would be 

good for young and old alike to read). Could you also face such trials? Could you be faithful to 

Matthew 10:37, 38: “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me…He that 

taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me”? Would you be willing to 

forsake father and mother for the sake of the Gospel, as many of these Christians have had to do? 

 Rev. Poh himself is a converted Christian; thus he has experienced life both as an 

unbeliever and as a child of God. Rev. Poh has also spent some time in prison, for wanting to 

share this glorious Gospel to the Muslims in Malaysia. 

 This book introduces the reader to the three main “religions” in the Chinese culture: 

Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism. It also states three factors that bind the Chinese, making 

it difficult to convert a Chinese to Christianity: Pietism (strong sense of loyalty to family); 

Maxims (short sayings which are “rules” of conduct); and Materialism (we all know about this!) 

 Rev. Poh goes on to tell about certain events in the Chinese culture which make being a 

Christian difficult. One such is the relationship between the believer and his parents. Children are 

expected to live with their parents after marriage, in order to show their gratitude by caring for 

them. (Ironically, Chinese do not express love the way we do, by words. The Chinese show their 

love by money and gifts.) As Rev. Poh points out, living with our parents after marriage is 

against God’s command in Genesis 2:4, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, 

and shall cleave unto his wife.” He also deals with the hardships new Christians experience when 

their parents are not converted, and oppose their children for being Christians. (Many will allow 

their children to attend church, but refuse them baptism, thinking baptism is the sign that they are 

a Christian.) 

 An interesting chapter is devoted to the many Chinese festivals, both religious and non-

religious. (The Chinese seem to have a festival for every month!) He gives advice to the 

Christian concerning which of these they can and cannot participate in. 

 Rev. Poh concludes this short book with a warning against two mistakes which are easy 

for a Christian to fall into: first, to have an over-negative attitude toward the Chinese culture; and 

secondly, to make part of the mystical Chinese culture part of his Christian life (this deals with 

the charismatic movement). 

 This is an excellent book to familiarize ourselves with the Christians in Singapore, 

though, when reading it, the reader should keep in mind that the author is a Reformed Baptist 

minister. 

 Anyone wishing to purchase a copy can write the publisher at: 

  Good News Enterprise 

  106, Jalan BS 5/3 

  Taman Bukit Serdang, 43300 



  Seri Kembangan, Malaysia 

 (Cost is M$8 plus postage/handling, which is about US$4.) 
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