
Letter to the Editor 
Pastor Steven Key 

 
 Having often proclaimed the gospel concept of faith, as well as issuing the call to faith 

many times in the preaching, I was taken aback – to say the least, when I read the article “What 

Must You Do To Be Saved?” (September issue). In his concluding two paragraphs, the author, 

Nathan Brummel, has led us right into the murky waters of Arminianism, a place where we most 

certainly do not want to be. He has done so by presenting the salvation of the Philippian jailer as 

dependent upon his own work. 

 I quote: “And here is the answer to the question that we have been investigating. The 

answer to the question ‘What must you do to be saved?’ is ‘You must believe in the Lord Jesus 

Christ.’ Brother Brummel then points to the necessity of Christ’s satisfaction, saying, And this is 

what the Lord Jesus did. When He suffered on the cross on the hill of Golgotha He took upon 

Himself the sins of the world, and suffered at the right hand of God so that all those who believe 

on Him might be restored into a loving relationship with God.” 

 I would like to ask Nathan: How do you define the “world”? That is an important 

question, because Arminius would certainly have agreed with the words which you wrote. The 

followers of Arminius teach that Jesus died for the world (defined as all men, head for head), so 

that all those who believe on Him might be restored into a loving relationship with God. 

Salvation, therefore, is left to every man. Christ died for him, but he must believe in order to 

make effective that death of Christ. This is contrary to what Scripture teaches concerning the 

effective and definite atonement of Christ, which accomplished its purpose in the salvation of all 

those for whom Christ died. 

 The concluding sentence of the article, “If you hear His words and keep His 

commandments then you will be saved,” is again a statement which could be accepted by any 

follower of Jacob Harmsen, alias, Jacobus Arminius. It is exactly against this erroneous 

conception of man’s activity preceding his salvation that our spiritual fathers at Dordt set forth 

the truth of Scriptures embodied in our Canons of Dordt. 

 I ask the brother to think through his proposition. If the natural man is dead in trespasses 

and sins, as the Apostle Paul (Ephesians 2:1) and all Scripture teaches us, then immediately the 

idea of “If you…then you will be saved,” falls by the wayside as an impossibility. A dead man 

has not the ears to hear spiritual things (I Cor. 2:14), nor is he able to walk in the way of God’s 

commandments. Obviously then, salvation is impossible, if man must first do something, in 

order then to be saved. I say, we do not want such a conception of things – not only because it 

contradicts Biblical teachings, but also because it leaves us without a gospel to be preached for 

the salvation of sinners. I, for one, long for the salvation of such men and women as the 

Philippian jailer. I trust that brother Brummel does as well. Let us, therefore, hold on to the one 

gospel of salvation, the truth of which is found embodied in our Reformed Confessions. Then we 

have something to preach. 

 I trust that Nathan, upon reflection, will be able to see the errors in his exposition. I 

would suggest that he rethink his interpretation of Acts 16:30, 31. Perhaps a study of our 

Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 20 and Canons of Dordt III/IV, Article 14, would be one place to 

start. I would also be happy to try to help him see the meaning of the text, if need be. But a letter 

to the editor is not the place for Bible exposition. 

       Pastor Steven R. Key 



       Randolph Prot. Ref. Church 

       Randolph, Wisconsin 

 

Response: 

 The article referred to was in the October 1994 special evangelistic and outreach issue of 

the Beacon Lights. I discussed a basic question that unbelievers will need answered which is, 

“What must I do to be saved?” To answer the question, I referred to the Philippian jailer and the 

question that he addressed to the Apostle Paul. 

 Pastor Key pointed out that I wrote that Jesus “took upon Himself the sins of the world.” 

He wondered what I mean by this. I mean the same thing as John the Baptist when he says, 

seeing Jesus come to him: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world,” 

John 1:29. I take John to mean that Christ will take away the sins of the whole world of the elect. 

 The second issue which Pastor Key discusses is my statement “If you hear His words and 

keep His commandments then you will be saved.” He writes that “If the natural man is dead in 

trespasses and sins, as the Apostle Paul (Ephesians 2:1) and all Scripture teaches us, then 

immediately the idea of ‘If you…then you will be saved,’ falls by the wayside as an 

impossibility.” He writes that “Obviously then, salvation is impossible, if man must first do 

something, in order to be saved.” 

 Pastor Key writes that my statement is Arminian. I disagree. I think that it is Biblical and 

Calvinistic. First the Lord Jesus Christ makes “if…then” statements like this. For example, in 

John 8:51 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, if a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.” 

Here we have an “if…then” statement. Jesus is saying if any man keep my words, then he will 

not see death, i.e. will not go to hell, but rather to heaven. Pastor Key’s objection would be the 

same here. He would have to respond that Jesus is teaching that there is a work that the totally 

depraved person must do first in order to be saved, and that would be, to keep Jesus’ 

commandments. 

 But the answer is that “if…then” statements like this are Scriptural. But Pastor Key is 

correct in his analysis that any sort of “if…then” statement that involves a presupposition that the 

work is dependent on man is wrong. But just because some Arminians have this wrong 

presupposition in their thought when they use “if…then” statements, this should not and need not 

bind Calvinists in their positive presentation of the gospel in Biblical “if…then” clauses. 

 The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 10:9: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 

Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, then thou 

shalt be saved.” Therefore, it is wrong to think that “if…then” statements are intrinsically 

Arminian as Pastor Key seems to claim. For if this were the case then we would interpret the 

Biblical writers in this way when they use “if…then” statements. Rather, Biblical “if…then” 

statements are intrinsically Calvinistic because the Bible used them and the Bible is teaching 

Calvinism. Therefore, in bringing the message of the gospel to strangers or friends for the first 

time it is legitimate to use Scriptural language in your presentation. 

       Nathan Brummel 
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