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 It is the practice of Christians to go to church. But why? The answer to this lies in the 

very name Christian. What is a Christian? If you were to look in a dictionary the definition 

would be something like this: “a follower of Christ, pertaining to Christ,” or something of that 

nature. Who then is Christ? Christ is the mediator or go-between of God to man and of man to 

God. 

 Man needs a mediator. We all need a mediator. We are all sinners and that is why we 

need a mediator. God has sent His Son, born of a virgin, born in our flesh, to mediate between 

Him and us. Without this mediator we could not pray and we could not worship. In fact, we 

would all be damned to hell. We would all deserve that as a result of our sin. But God has not 

determined that all should go to hell. God has created a heaven. God has determined that some, 

those He chooses, should come to heaven to dwell with Him there. We call these whom God has 

chosen the elect. The only possible way for Him to fulfill this was by the sending of His Son into 

our human flesh, to die for the sins of the elect, and to purchase for them that place in heaven. 

 These people call themselves Christians. They do this because that is what they are. They 

are followers of Christ. What is a follower? A follower is one who goes after the leader. He is 

one who pursues, imitates, obeys, and sets his leader as an object of his desire. This is how a 

Christian follows Christ. He desires to be like Christ, he imitates Christ in his Christian walk, 

and he is willing to obey Christ. 

 Christ is God’s Son. Christ walked a perfectly sinless life on earth. He worshipped God 

daily. If we read the Gospels we can see this. He went away early in the morning to worship God 

and to pray to Him (Mark 1:35). He sang praise to God (Matthew 26:30). He read the scriptures 

and preached from them in public meetings (Luke 4:16-44). We as followers of Christ must 

imitate Him and His worship of God. This is what we do in Church. We go to Church as 

followers of Christ, imitating Him in our praise of God. 

 Why did Christ worship God? Christ’s whole life on earth was one of worship and 

service to God. Christ glorified God in everything He did, but especially in His death on the 

cross. In this death He overcame sin and the devil, and made the way open for us to 

communicate with and to come unto God. If our Saviour could give up His very life to glorify 

God’s name and to fulfill His purpose, should not Christians also give of their time to worship 

God? 

 God is worthy of our praise. Romans 11:36, “For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, 

are all things: to whom be glory forever.” It is God that has created all things, so that without 

Him nothing would or could exist. This is evident from looking at the creation around us. Just 

look at the stars in the sky. There are galaxies upon galaxies of them beyond the reach of the 

strongest and largest telescope on earth. There seems to be no end to them. “The heavens declare 

the glory of God; and the firmament (or sky) sheweth his handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). This is all 

the work of God. But God does not only hold the heavens in His hand, He is also in complete 

control of everything here on earth. He knows every sparrow that drops from the sky, and every 

hair on our heads (Matthew 10:29-30). We then who are of more value than many sparrows are 

also in His care and control. If He daily upholds our lives, should we not worship and praise 

Him? Yes, we should, and that is why He has also commanded it of us. Psalm 96:9, “O worship 



the Lord in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the earth.” He has said this because He is 

worthy of all praise (Psalm 95). 

 There is more, though, in our worship of God. Our ultimate incentive is the Glory of God, 

and our ultimate goal is heaven where we shall praise Him perfectly. However, there is only one 

way to attain to this goal, and that is through Christ. In calling on the name of God through 

Christ we are saved. Romans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.” Praise and worship are the expression of our desire to be saved and to be ever praising 

God in heaven. 

 We then, who desire a place in heaven, must praise and worship God now. We do not 

know of the hour of our death, and we do not know the hour of Christ’s return. What we do 

know, though, is that we all must die, and we all must meet our maker. II Corinthians 5:10, ” For 

we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that everyone may receive the things done 

in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” Amos 4:12, “and 

because I (God) will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God.” We must be ready for the 

judgment at all times, that means right now! 

 Christians then, as worshippers of God, gather together as a Church. Our worship in 

church benefits us as Christians. God blesses those who worship Him in His Church. Psalm 84:4, 

“Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: They will be still praising thee.” We are blessed with 

the fellowship and communion of other believers. We are built up in our faith to God, and we are 

encouraged to go on in our fight against this world and its wickedness. 

 God blesses us in these ways primarily by the preaching of His Word, so it is important 

that we find a Church where the preaching is pure and soundly based on Scripture. It is our duty 

to do this. We then must confess our faith in that Church, and must carry that confession with us 

in whatever we do from day to day on this earth. 

 Let me conclude with one more text from the Bible. Hebrews 10:25, “Not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so 

much the more as ye see the day approaching.” This text sums it up beautifully. We must gather 

together as a church, and we must do that in readiness for the day of judgment, whether that be at 

our death or at the second coming of Christ. So, come, let us worship Him, for He is our God and 

we are His people. 
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