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 Love. Self-denying desire for another. Everyone wants to receive it, nobody wants to give 

it, and very few in the world seem to have it. Everywhere you look, you find people wanting to 

be wanted for who they are. Just when one thinks he has it, it vanishes. It seems bent upon 

leading man on a wild goose chase. It plays hide and seek. When found, it flees laughing, leaving 

man in despair. A human tragedy made into a comedy by the entertainment industry. 

 Is there really love in the world, or does man pursue a mocking phantom? If love is real, 

where can we find it? Some speak of a “Mother Nature” as if she is a force that cares tenderly for 

the human race. Some mother she is! What man builds, she tears down; when he clears a piece of 

ground, she fills it with weeds. Man is in constant battle with what he imagines to be a Mother 

Nature. 

 Perhaps we can find love in our leaders; men who devote their energy to bring harmony 

and unity within the nations. Do you feel loved by our president who wants health care for all in 

the nation? Does the army go out and fight because it loves you? Do the police protect because 

they love you? Do you find love here, real genuine love that satisfies your soul, that brings you 

peace, comfort, and happiness? 

 How about your friends? Do they love you? If you suddenly had nothing to offer them, 

would they still want you? Maybe you can be certain about the love of only one or two who are 

close to you. But even where love seems to be most true, how can you be certain that love would 

continue if you had absolutely nothing to offer? If you really think about it, it becomes evident 

how selfish we really are, how cold, mechanical, and business-like everything is. Most people try 

to ignore it and hope that apparent love is real love. But the fact remains, man is by nature selfish 

to the core and completely unable to love.  

 Yet there is love in the world. There is hope, “For God so loved the world, that he gave 

his only begotten Son” (John 3:16). God Who created all things, Who is perfectly happy without 

the world, out of His own sovereign good pleasure, draws his people to Himself to live with 

them forever in heavenly fellowship. His will is to save them from this world of tears and bring 

them to heaven. And His will is sovereign. His will without fail accomplishes His purpose 

exactly as He has determined in His perfect plan, His eternal council. 

 This perfect plan which is the only way to happiness and eternal life is found in the Word 

of God. We must live exactly as God wills us to live – in love, according to His Word – if we 

ever hope to live with God in heaven. And because we walk in sin, in our own way of 

selfishness, pride, and rebellion against God, God, in love sent His Son to take away the sin, and 

set His people in the way of righteousness. 

 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Do you believe? Rejoice and be 

glad. It is the wonder work of God’s grace in your heart. You who were loveless, lifeless, 

spiritually dead, God has determined to love and bring to heaven. 

 And now, because God has taken you to be His, and you owe everything to Him, forsake 

your old nature, deny yourself and follow Christ. Only in Christ are you able to love as 

commanded in I Corinthians 13. Walking in your new nature in Christ will be a constant struggle 

as long as you live on this earth because our old nature still cleaves to us. But you must pray for 



strength, live with other believers in the church, and listen to the Word of God as it is preached 

from faithful pulpits. In this way God will bring you to the glory which He has prepared for you. 
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