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 If you are not a confessing Christian and are wondering what you must do to be saved, 

the Apostle Paul provides you with the answer in the true story that is to follow. 

 Paul was traveling on a mission journey through what is now Greece. He came to the city 

of Phillipi which was then in the province of Thrace. The event that is important occurred after 

he was thrown into prison. But I am getting ahead of myself. When he came to town the first 

thing that he did of interest was that he on the Sabbath went to a river which was outside of 

Philippi. At this place women would gather to pray. The historian who wrote the book of Acts 

does not report whom they gathered to pray to. It might be possible that these women were 

converts to Jerusalem. 

 At the river sat a notable woman. From the fact that her whole household was later 

baptized it can be assumed that she was apparently a rather wealthy woman who possessed 

slaves. The lady’s name was Lydia and she was a seller of purple. As soon as Paul began his 

open air preaching Lydia became very interested. She had two more important virtues which are 

noted. First, when she heard the words of Paul her heart was opened by the Lord and she 

“attended” to the words of Paul. Secondly, after she had been baptized along with her entire 

household she showed her love for the gospel by inviting Paul and his companions into her 

house. 

 In the following days a certain young lady made herself very annoying to Paul. This lady 

followed him around and would yell out things like “These men are the servants of the most high 

God, which show unto us the way of salvation.” And she just did not quit. For we read that she 

did this “many days.” 

 This lady was in fact correct. She was speaking the truth. For a very great phenomenon 

had just occurred. Paul had come to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ in Philippi. This town that 

was filled with pagans who worshipped various Greek and Roman deities now had in its midst an 

unknown man who was claiming that there was this Jesus of Nazareth who had suffered and rose 

again from the dead! 

 Although this lady was correct in the message that she screamed around town, as she 

annoyed Paul, there was a terrible problem with her. The reason that she was doing this was 

because she was possessed with a “spirit of divination.” In plain words this meant that she was 

possessed by a demon who could speak messages about the future. This poor girl was not a free 

woman. Luke, who wrote the book of Acts, writes that she had masters who made money by her 

sooth-saying. She was a slave – something that us twentieth-century Americans cannot properly 

relate to. We no longer have this devilish practice in our midst. But in this lady’s time many 

people owned others and their will was absolute over the slaves. They could misuse them in any 

way they pleased – without fear of the law. Happily by now the spirit of Christianity and the 

gospel has triumphed in such a way that slavery is dead in Christian nations. 

 Paul became grieved by both the way that this lady was acting and probably by the fact 

that she was bound by Satan in this way. So at one point when she was being particularly 

annoying he said to the spirit that was in her, “I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to 

come out of her.” And so this young lady, whose life was of course ruined as far as an average 

young lady’s life should go, was given back a sane mind and the possibility of a normal life. 



 But were her masters happy? No. We do not know exactly how many masters she had, 

but apparently there were more than one. And they were not happy that this young girl was 

restored to normality. Rather, they were angry that they could not make money by her 

soothsaying any more. The bottom line was that they were interested in money, and they had just 

lost a decent business venture. 

 The masters must have been forceful men because they immediately and violently caught 

Paul and his companion, Silas, and brought them to the city magistrates. They claimed that Paul 

was teaching customs that no good Roman citizen could possibly accept and they got the crowd 

roused up and angry. The magistrates rent their clothes (Oh, they were so upset) and commanded 

that Paul and Silas be beaten with many stripes, which after having been done, they threw them 

into prison. 

 To make a long story short, while Paul and Silas were in prison, it being the middle of the 

night, they began singing psalms of praise to God. God Who greatly blesses those who trust in 

Him suddenly caused a miraculous earthquake to occur that not only opened the doors to the 

prison, but also loosed the stocks that the jailor had put on Paul and Silas. 

 The jailor was rudely awakened by the earthquake. Through his sleepy eyes he saw that 

the doors of the prison were wide open. He thought for sure that the prisoners had escaped. This 

terrified him, for he knew that in Roman prisons if prisoners escaped, the jailor who allowed 

them to escape was put to death. So he was going to commit suicide with his hefty sword. 

 But Paul saw him attempting to take his life and cried out: “Do thyself no harm: for we 

are all here.” The jailor got a light and went into the jail where he saw Paul and Silas. He fell 

down on the ground before them. Still terrified he cried out to the two prisoners, “Sirs, what must 

I do to be saved?” 

 I am not sure exactly what he meant by this. Could it be that he thought that he would be 

put to death if he did not suddenly secure the prison? By “saved” he could have meant – saved 

from death either by suicide or the Roman magistrates. On the other hand, it might have been the 

case that he had heard what Paul had preached in the city, either because he had heard Paul in 

person or from reports of first-hand listeners. And then when he saw the miracle of the 

earthquake he knew instinctively that this was done to free Paul and Silas (after all, this was a 

time of great superstition). If this is the case, then by his statement “what must I do to be saved?” 

he meant “what must I do to be saved from my sins and be forgiven by the God Whom Paul 

preaches?” 

 But no matter what the jailor meant, the latter question is what Paul answers. Paul says, 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” The jailor took the 

men to his house where their bloody backs were washed off and taken care of (for the stripes that 

were given in those days tore the flesh of the back). The jailor had Paul and Silas tell his whole 

family Who this Lord Jesus Christ was, Whom it was necessary to believe in, according to Paul. 

The whole story of Jesus of Nazareth was related to them including His life on earth, the great 

miracles done by Him, His sufferings, and then His more triumphant resurrection. And the whole 

family was baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit because they 

believed in Jesus Christ. 

 And here is the answer to the question that we have been investigating. The answer to the 

question “What must you do to be saved?” is “You must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Believing in the Lord Jesus involves believing that He is the promised Messiah Who was 

promised thousands of years before His birth, Who would come and save God’s people. He 

would come and speak the very words of the Father (the Triune God) to humans, and He would 



suffer for the sins of God’s people so that His justice would be satisfied. For humans are 

responsible for the great sins that they commit against God, and the only way that their 

relationship with God can be restored is if their sins are done away with. And this is what the 

Lord Jesus did. When He suffered on the cross on the hill of Golgotha He took upon Himself the 

sins of the world, and suffered at the hand of God so that all those who believe on Him might be 

restored into a loving relationship with God. 

 Therefore, believe in the Lord Jesus and in the words that He speaks. If you hear His 

words and keep His commandments then you will be saved. 
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