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 Philadelphia, 1776 – While the mid-summer heat wave sizzled over the city, Thomas 

Jefferson sat at his wooden desk to write a statement for the colonies. At first, his part was 

prepared specifically for the men of Congress. But 40,000 people of Philadelphia soon heard the 

meaning of the Declaration of Independence. Up and down Vine Street, excited colonists were 

touched by the words. The message spread like a brushfire in the New Market ward. From 7th 

Street to the docks on the Delaware River, the Declaration blazed through Philadelphia on July 4. 

 Like that summer day in Philly, the opening words are still celebrated nationwide. From 

the pretty lakes of Minnesota to the bayous of Louisiana, Americans hear the message. From the 

lofty Manhattan skyline to the sprawling heights of L.A. the Declaration of Independence rings. 
   

  “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 

  created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 

  certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, 

  liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.” 
 

 Until Jefferson, no one in Western history had formally called upon equal rights for all 

men. This was radical. In fact, Jefferson’s ideas about man’s “unalienable rights” made him a 

leader for human rights. 

 

God’s Ownership 
 Now, it’s 1994. And what did Mr. Jefferson start? Americans talk a lot about human 

rights and civil rights. Minority rights and women’s rights. Unborn rights and gay rights. All men 

are created equal with a right to Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness. Certain unalienable 

rights? Wow! We must be born with these rights. Ours to keep – they belong to us. This is the 

Declaration of a man who lived an ungodly life. The museum curators at Monticello, Virginia, 

report that Jefferson believed in a “higher being,” but felt little need for God or His Bible. In 

fact, Jefferson devised his own version by cutting out the portions of Scripture he did not like. 

 The true Holy Bible says that in body and soul, life and death, we are the Lord’s (I 

Corinthians 6:19-20 Romans 14:7). The entire world belongs to the King of glory (Psalm 24). 

Everything is under God’s ownership. Since the Lord is holy and sovereign, nothing really 

belongs to us. Our houses, cars, money, clothes, food, jobs, and all our liberties. 

 We are given these things to take care of. The Lord can give us gifts and take away those 

gifts. Nothing belongs to us because God owns and governs all things. Our rights are not 

unalienable.  We would be selfish in claiming such rights. When God says “the world is mine” 

(Psalm 50:12), we have no room for selfishness. We do not even belong to ourselves. 

 

 

Because God Owns Everything… 
 The Lord Almighty reigns. He can give; He can take away – whatever pleases Him for 

the good of His people. Because God owns everything, we do not. Because God owns 

everything, we do not claim “unalienable rights.” We are only taking care of this treasure while 

God chooses to let us have it. This is why we give unselfishly: in the collection plate to various 



causes, to friends, a cup of cold water every so often, cooking meals, providing shelter or the 

“shirt off your back.” Do you want equal rights under God’s ownership? Do you want equality? 

 

   “Your abundance may be a supply for their want, that 

   their abundance also may be a supply for your want; 

   that there may be equality.” (II Corinthians 8:14) 
 

 That is true equality, for God owns everything. And since He does, a woman does not 

own her own body. She does not have any right to make certain choices about it. This is why we 

do not support abortion. Considering an abortion is defiance of God’s ownership even before it 

becomes a murder. Neither men nor women have the right to choose whatever they please to do 

with their bodies. I am not my own. 

 This is why we may not use drugs – because God owns everything. The pleasures of 

drugs are insanely selfish. It is not my body with a certificate of ownership. It is God’s. The 

whole earth is God’s (Psalm 24:1). This is why we care for His magnificent creation: the Great 

Lakes fresh water resources, the Siberian tiger, and the hardwood forests. Praise be to the Creator 

Who gave us the earth for a time to use and care for wisely. After all, when we slow down to 

consider our environment, and “the moon and the stars…What is man?” (Psalm 8:3-4). What is 

man? Only a creature – created by God, owned by God. 

 

The Man From Uz 
 A long time ago, one of these creatures lived in the land of Uz. His name was Job. A very 

rich man, Job had access to much pasture and water. God had given Job many sheep grazing in 

the pasture, oxen for plowing, asses and camels. But then, the Lord allowed Satan to work a 

devilish plan in the land of Uz. 

 One day, Job was sitting down when a servant raced to the house with horrible news. The 

Sabean tribe had stolen all of Job’s oxen and asses, killing the servants. A second servant dashed 

up to the house. Fire from heaven had come down and torched all the sheep. Meanwhile, the 

Chaldean people were rustling his camels and killing more servants. Then came the worst news 

of all. Job’s children were all crushed when their house collapsed on them. What devastation! 

Satan even delighted in adding inflamed, open sores all over Job’s skin. 

 While this was happening at dizzying speed, Job never said his rights were victimized. 

He did not call on the “rights” to Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness. The man from Uz 

had it rough, but he refused to curse God in selfishness.  Instead, he said, 

 

    “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 

    taken away; Blessed be the name of the 

    Lord.” (Job 1:21). 
 

  

 The man of Uz recognized God’s ownership. Thomas Jefferson did not. Job praised the 

name of the Lord. Jefferson did not. Thomas Jefferson acknowledged that we are endowed by a 

Creator with our rights, but he failed to acknowledge that God can take these away and still be 

praised. Our freedoms are gifts, not unalienable rights. 

 The scary thing is, public schools today prefer Thomas Jefferson over Job. In fact, they 

will not allow Job in the door. Be aware of this. Be aware of what your liberty is: “Liberty is not 

the right to do as we please, but the opportunity to please to do what is right.” Peter Marshall, the 



chaplain for the U.S. Senate, stated this before the Senate in 1947. The opportunity to please to 

do what is right. That is our right! 

 It is a dangerous world. The rights movement is the work of the devil. He wants us to 

deny God’s ownership and claim our own permanent rights. 

 May the Lord grant you the strength when you roll out of bed in the morning to confess, 

“The Lord gave…” 
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