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  In response to Thad Lubbers’ article “Learned Passivity” (October 1993), I would 

like to express my disagreement with the assumption that the Church is responsible somehow for 

the “learned passivity” of its youthful, middle-aged, and elderly members. 

 To begin with, I am not certain throughout the article exactly what is meant by “the 

Church.” Is it the minister and the consistory, the entire body of believers, or both?  If we must 

unlearn “learned passivity”, who is going to do the teaching?  Is it the work of the minister, the 

consistory, elderly members, middle-aged members, peers or perhaps an appointed “Committee 

to Combat Passivity” to train members to be active members within the Church of Jesus Christ? 

 While I can wholeheartedly see that our love and care for one another within the Church 

is sadly lacking on many fronts, I have seen firsthand that the answer does not lie, either, in the 

Church having a plethora of classes to help the depressed, the divorced, the widowed, the 

addicted, etc., and involving her members in the busywork of organizing and running these 

classes.  Making catechism classes “relevant” to today’s needs, i.e. dropping a little doctrine in 

favor of a “loving, caring, sharing” atmosphere isn’t the answer either.  This leaves youthful 

members, perhaps, feeling good, but without a spiritual foundation to stand upon when the strong 

winds of life blow.  I am deeply concerned, however, as a member of the Church and as the 

parent of three teenagers as well as three younger children, that the doctrines taught them by the 

Church as her mandate from Christ Himself do produce good fruits, within the home, within the 

Church, within the world.  And that is wherein the responsibility lies, I believe – within those of 

us who are mature members of Christ’s Church, whether male or female, married or single, 

child-blessed or childless, rich or poor, strong or weak.  We are examples to our young children 

and our young people.  We model for them what being a living member of the Church of Jesus 

Christ is all about. 

 If our faith is grounded in the Word of God as taught to us from the pulpit from week to 

week, if we follow the example of Christ Himself as He walked among people on this earth, if 

we truly love one another for Christ’s sake, we will be busy people.  “True religion and 

undefiled,” speaks the Holy Spirit in the epistle of James, “is to visit the fatherless and widows in 

their affliction and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.”  How much of our daily walk is 

concerned with just these two evidences of a true religion?  What do we teach our children from 

infancy about our connection to others in Church and world?  Is the overflowing thankfulness of 

our hearts for God’s wonderful grace, about which we hear from the pulpit weekly, such that it 

pours out upon others?  Do we show that we love those whom Christ loves – the weak, the sick, 

the sinful, the rejected, the lonely, the despised ones – by our active outpouring within the 

Church?  Or are we clique-bound, coldhearted, judgmental, passive, apathetic?  Can the Church 

possibly undo the passivity learned within the home?  I doubt it. 

 So, how to combat “learned passivity”? First of all, maintain the doctrines which Christ 

expounded from the synagogue pulpit.  Teach us and our children, pastors, about the sovereign 

goodness of our God, the grace that chose us wretched, undeserving sinners to live as royalty in 

the palace of the King, the unconditional love of our Saviour, Who spared nothing of Himself for 

us, but gave up all the riches of His place in Heaven to become as one of us, that we might live 

with Him as brothers and sisters one day.  Tell us of Abraham, of Moses, of Job, of David, of 

their spiritual struggles, of all the saints and prophets and priests and kings who have gone before 



us as examples of faith.  Tell us of the glory that awaits us.  Tell us all of it, with conviction in 

your words.  And all of us who “have ears to hear”, who are the members by profession of His 

Church, let us teach at home, in school, and all the way to heaven those little ones and young 

people how to love one another in word and deed.  We will answer one day – for ourselves and 

for them – that great question “Where were you when I was hungry, poor, blind, miserable, 

naked, in prison?” and receive that reward He promises to good and faithful or wicked and 

unprofitable ones. 

 If we “have Moses and the prophets” (i.e. doctrine) we know, as did the rich man who 

oppressed poor Lazarus, what to do for the Lazaruses around us.  If we know what God has done 

for us – and we do know, those of us hearing Scripture expounded from week to week – then we 

are responsible for expressing our thankfulness to Him in the “new” way He has commanded – 

“that ye love one another.” The problem is not so much one of “learned passivity,” then, as it is 

of base ingratitude learned by example. 

 Thanks, Thad, for providing a springboard for discussion of an important – a crucially 

important – issue to God’s Church and us as members of it. 
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