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 When one says that he is fighting a certain person or thing, that person reveals his hatred 

against that person or thing.  But when the apostle Paul in I Timothy 6:12 calls Timothy to “fight 

the good fight of faith” he is not calling him to fight against that faith.  He means that Timothy 

must fight against all that, and all those, who are attacking him, and fighting against him in order 

to take his faith away from him.  He calls such fighting to be the good work of faith.  That 

fighting to keep one’s faith in God is not an evil fight, but a good fight. 

 Paul himself realized that truth.  Before our God had in His grace converted Paul, and had 

worked faith in him, he had been fighting against the faith in those wherein God had implanted 

it.  Look up Acts 9, for therein we find Paul “breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the 

disciples of the Lord.” But in His grace our God had converted Paul and had given him faith in 

His Son, our Savior.  Having that blessed gift of faith in his Savior, Paul exhorted Timothy – and 

by His grace exhorts us – to fight against all that which Satan uses in his attempt to get believers 

to fight against faith, rather than for them to fight for the keeping of faith.  That faith our God, 

through Paul, calls us to defend and use for the enjoyment of our salvation.  

 Let us take heed of this command given to us as well as to Timothy.  Let us fight the good 

fight of faith, and realize how necessary and serious this calling is today.  God is here speaking 

to us, who live in a world full of subtle temptations, and in a time when Satan has many devices, 

tools and unbelievers whom he uses to try to make us stop fighting the good fight of faith, and of 

living as those who love God, and are thankful for salvation. 

 There are so many things today that Satan can and does use to make us stop fighting that 

good fight of faith.  Let us, Young People, ask ourselves how many minutes on the Sabbath Day 

do we fight the good fight of faith?  Fighting the old man of sin, who is in us? 

 How often do you have God in your thoughts?  The world uses His name in its curses and 

swearing, to defend themselves in sins which they committed.  Does it bother you when they do 

that in your presence?  And is the Sabbath Day a day that fills you with spiritual joy?  How many 

minutes do you spend on the Sabbath Day dealing with spiritual matters? 

 How often do you consider what our God through His Son realized for you?  Compared with 

the other hours and minutes, when we have been in church on Sunday, is it that Sabbath Day all 

day, or just when you were in church?  How much do you on the Sabbath Day enjoy spiritual 

food, compared with the earthly food prepared for you that day?  How often do you on that day 

discuss and talk cheerfully about the truth presented in the sermon?   How many minutes of the 

Sabbath Day are you active in spiritual matters, learning the answers of your catechism lesson, 

and preparing for your society meeting wherein you discuss God’s Word?  

 Is the Sabbath Day one used chiefly for physical rest, or for growth of your spiritual life?  

Does spiritual growth mean more than physical growth?  Do you agree with David when in 

Psalm 27:4 he wrote: “One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may 

dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 

enquire in his temple”?  Or does physical comfort and joy mean more to you? 

 Since Paul could exhort Timothy to fight the good fight of faith, does the command come to 

you, and to all of us church members?  Read both of Timothy’s epistles, and see how he is 

exhorted by Paul to do this and that.  By all means take note of the fact that to Timothy Paul 



says, “Fight the good fight of faith.” He calls one who preaches God’s Word to continue to fight 

the good fight of faith.  We ALL must do that! 

 Very plainly, young people, this call to fight the good fight of faith comes to you in God’s 

grace.  It comes because in that grace God has begun faith in you.  Paul reveals that to Timothy.  

In fact he even wrote to Timothy that he should “lay hold on everlasting life, whereunto thou art 

called, and hast professed a good confession before many witnesses.” Timothy was called to 

faith, and had revealed before many witnesses what God had begun in him.  However, he who in 

this life claims to be perfect shows his imperfection.  He shows that he is fighting against the 

good faith, and not fighting for it. 

 All of us, not simply you young people, are called to fight the good fight of faith.  For, from a 

spiritual point of view, we are already holding on to everlasting life.  And Paul, who wrote this to 

Timothy, confessed his own need and calling to fight the good fight of faith.  In Romans 7:24 he 

Paul, wrote: “O wretched man that I am: who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” 

Then in the next verse he states: “With the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh 

the law of sin.”  Because God is using him to fight the good fight of faith, he presents this 

command that comes, not only to Timothy, but to all believing church members. 

 The sooner we are taught to fight the good fight of faith, and we heed that call, the stronger 

our spiritual life becomes.  And this call of God through Paul comes to you young people, 

because God loves you.  In that love He calls you to fight the good fight of faith.  He calls you to 

fight all the deviltry of the flesh that moves you to fight for the things of this world, not for the 

blessedness of salvation. 

 We should fight the good fight of faith.  Do not, young people, turn away from God’s Word 

which He presents through Paul.  Lay a strong hold on that everlasting life, which God began in 

you, and keep yourself seeking the kingdom of heaven and its righteousness.  Fight your old man 

of sin.  Fight Satan in all his devilish temptations. 
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