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I was in a dreadful hurry, because I was late, and, wouldn’t you know it, I had all the 

traffic lights against me. I sat tugging at my steering wheel, trying to coax the light to change. 

I stood in the wrong lane at the cash register of the supermarket. This seems to happen all 

the time. 

It always rains when I wash my car. And when I want it to rain it stays away. 

When I stop to think about it, I realize that this is but a symptom of my real problem. I try 

to run my life as if I were the supreme authority over all the circumstances of life, and am 

unhappy when things do not go my way. 

The real problem is, that I lack submission, surrender to my God. I forget to pray: “Thy 

will be done”. And therefore, I fail to heed God’s warning, reminding me that those red lights 

and that waiting line at the market are not in my control, but in His hands. He is telling me, 

“Wait on the Lord, commit your way to Him.” But I do not always listen. 

This reminds me of Jacob, who was so eager to receive the birthright blessing, that he 

could not wait for the Lord to give it to him. He thought he had to help God and that even with 

cunning trickery. 

I have an idea that he had purposely prepared that mess of pottage, knowing that Esau 

would soon return from his hunting trip with a craving hunger. He knew his brother, and he also 

knew his enormous appetite, as well as his delight in the aroma of a steaming pot of soup. The 

stage was all set for Esau’s arrival. And it worked. It even revealed Esau's scorn for anything that 

was spiritual and heavenly. He much preferred a mess of pottage, a present satisfaction, to the 

things of God’s kingdom. 

God was on Jacob’s side, and was caring for Jacob, even when Jacob and Rebekah were 

pulling off that piece of treachery on father Isaac. It was the Lord who interfered and caused 

Isaac to come to his senses, to admit God was right, and maintain over against his favorite son 

Esau, I have blessed Jacob “and he shall be blessed”. (Gen. 27:33). 

No, Jacob could not wait for the Lord to bless him. He was always running ahead of the 

Lord. Then I think of young people, who are gradually getting older, and still have not found a 

life mate. They grow concerned about their future. I have known some, who for fear of not 

finding a mate, plunged into an unhappy marriage, sometimes marrying into a lot of grief, some-

times joining lives with an unbeliever. 

They threw themselves away, as it were. They forgot to wait on the Lord, who gives to 

every man his wife, and to every woman her husband., 

But you say, doesn’t God join two persons together in an unhappy marriage? I must agree 

that such a marriage is also in God’s providence, but not in His favor. The Lord often causes us 

to experience the bitter consequences of our foolish mistakes. Yes, we may be forgiven, but the 

consequences are still there. 

Consider what a grief Jacob had when he and his uncle Laban were competing in their 

deceptive tricks. The Lord blessed Jacob in spite of, not because of them. That is what He had to 

learn at the Jabbok, when the Angel of the Lord wrestled with him, yet refused to harm him, until 

Jacob won out with prayer and supplication. Of this night, Jacob was reminded by his crippled 

hip the rest of his life. 



There are people for whom the Lord has planned no mate. That is not all bad. A single 

life of contentment is certainly far better than a married life of constant misery. Besides, there is 

also a very important place in God’s church for single people. How very useful many of these 

have been and are in God’s kingdom. Paul felt that he could serve the Lord best by remaining 

single. The prophetess Anna was a widow for eighty-four years, yet served a useful life in the 

church. And what would we ever do without those who serve as teachers in our schools and fill 

in other useful positions? 

The same applies to married couples without children. It is true that a home without 

children hardly seems complete. What a joy children are in the home, and what a pleasure to 

their parents even in later life. Yet also couples without children serve a purpose that those with a 

family never can. Maybe the Lord does intend them to remain childless, so that they can serve 

him better in that capacity. 

The solution to our problem is always in prayer. God tells us in His Word to make all our 

needs known to Him in prayer and supplication with thanksgiving. It is not only proper, but even 

requisite that young men and young women who desire a mate ask the Lord to bring them one of 

His choice. Dating, going steady, engagements, and marriage should all be accompanied by 

much prayer. Every step of the way you must know that you are walking in the way of the Lord. 

The same holds true for couples who have no children of their own. whether they 

continue as they are, or whether they adopt, this should be done by way of prayer and 

supplication under the guidance of the Lord. We may never venture out without Him. David said, 

“I have set the Lord always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved." 

(Psalm 16:8) And Asaph said, “Thou hast holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide me with 

thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.” (Psalm 73:23b,24) 

That same rule applies to our whole life. Our lives must become lives of prayer, constant 

communion with God, committing all our way to Him. What a grief we save ourselves by 

seeking His guidance, and submitting to His will. That was the secret of Paul’s life, as he tells us, 

“I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” (Phil. 4:11b). 

I must be reminded of that when I am driving my car and when I am standing in line at 

the checkout counter. No, it is better that I have that in mind at all times. 
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