
Watching Daily at My Gates 
Skip Hunter 

 
April 1 

Psalm 119.: 1-8,11 Do you have God’s Word hidden in your hearts? Is it 

hidden there to keep you from sin? That was the Psalmist’s confession in verse 11. 

Many of us have learned large portions of Scripture. Why? Was it because we wanted 

to be armed against Satan when he came to beguile us into sin? We still must hide 

away God’s word in our hearts. The best time to memorize is when a person is young. 

The best time to hide God’s word in our hearts is now. Sing or read Psalter 322. 

 

April 2 

I Peter 3:8-16 Now that God’s word is hid in your heart, are you ready to give an 

answer to anyone who asks after your salvation? God promises His people the Spirit 

and with that promise assures them that they need not fear when their faith is called in 

question. But He also gives the command to learn the Word. Without the Scripture in 

our hearts we will not be able to answer one question. Even Christ made Satan flee by 

saying, “It is written. . . .” Sing or read Psalter 332 especially stanzas 3 and 4. 

 

April 3 

Revelation 10:8-11 John was instructed to take a little book, eat it, and use it. 

That little book is God’s word. We, too, must take the little book, eat it, and use it. 

Eating it is to take it into our being. We must diligently study the Word of God. It 

must become part of us. Then we must use it. We must not confine our use to just 

those we call our friends. We must use it all the time. As churches we must “prophesy 

again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues and kings." As individuals we 

must support the work of missions in whatever way God has given us. Sing or read 

Psalter 177. 

 

April 4 

Zechariah 9:9-17       Palm Sunday. A day quite often misunderstood. We often see a 

triumphal entry. But Christ as He left the city in the days to come wept over that 

picture of the church. “Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord" are great 

words, but they must be shouted with the cross in view. Most of the throng that day 

looked for a saviour not a Saviour. How about us? Do we look back on our Saviour? 

Do we look ahead for His return? Sing or read Psalter 318. 

 

April 5 

Matthew 21:17-22       The last week of Christ’s life is often called the Passion week. 

Quite a fitting name when you consider how much Christ loved us. We also see how 

much the Father loves us when we see how much His Son suffered in these days. 

Look at the great gift of faith given us in these verses. We must exercise that faith as 

the last verse teaches. We pray faithful prayers; the Father hears; He answers us. 

What a gift! This is what was in the manager on Christmas. Sing or read Psalter 185 

especially stanzas 1-4. 



 

April 6 

Matthew 21:28-32       Which son are we? Many of us have been privileged to have 

been brought up by God-fearing parents, to have attended a church faithful to the 

Word, and to have had the blessing of faithful covenant instruction. What is our 

answer to all of that? Do we hear the Word of God with our lips but not with our 

hearts? Or are we the son who with all of those privileges needs the grace of God to 

prick our hearts so that we repent and do the will of the Father? Sing or read Psalter 

111 especially stanza 4. 

 

April 7 

Mark 13:28-37 On Tuesday evening and into Wednesday Jesus and His disciples 

rested on Mount Olives. Jesus taught them about His return at the end of time. The 

disciples needed this as they still were looking for a return of the earthly kingdom of 

the Jews. We, too, need this. We must know that Christ will return, this earthly 

kingdom will pass away, and He will establish the heavenly kingdom of the new 

Jerusalem. That is why we must constantly watch and pray. Sing or read Psalter 29. 

 

April 8 

John 15:1-10 On Thursday Jesus continued to fulfill the signs of the Old Testa-

ment as He and the disciples celebrated the feast of the Passover. He also showed the 

church how to celebrate His death in the New Dispensation. He gave to us the 

sacrament of communion. In the verses you read, we see that we have a calling to 

bear fruit because of the work of Christ in us. The summary of that calling is in verses 

8-10. Read those verses again and ponder their meaning. Sing or read Psalter 368 

especially stanzas 3-5. 

 

April 9 

Luke 22:54-62 One of the saddest episodes of Good Friday is Peter’s denial. But 

yet it is one of the very necessary episodes of that day. Peter and the church had to 

learn that “it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 

sheweth mercy.” We must know that God’s way is always best. Peter wept because 

he saw his dreadful sin that day. Do we weep when we see how our sins caused Christ 

to suffer the hellish agonies of the cross? Sing or read Psalter 47 especially stanzas 1, 

4, 8, and 9. 

 

April 10 

I Corinthians 15:50-58       Jesus was in the grave over the Jew’s Sabbath. His closest 

followers must have experienced the longest Sabbath ever. Why? Because they had 

forgotten the word that He would arise after three days. Instead of that Sabbath being 

a day of joyful anticipation, it became one of extreme sorrow. What about us? Do we 

wait for his return with joyful anticipation? Are we waiting for Him to return on the 

clouds of heaven? Do we abound in the work of the Lord knowing that we have the 

victory? I hope so! Sing or read Psalter 407. 

 

April 11 



Mark 16:1-8 Is there power in the cross? Can we find forgiveness through 

Christ’s sacrifice? Peter did. First the angels made a special mention that Peter was to 

be notified of the resurrection. Then Christ Himself appeared unto Peter that day. 

This was all part of God’s preparing Peter for the work He would do in the church. 

That message is just as personal to us as it was to Peter. Christ comes to us with 

forgiveness. Are we thankful for that forgiveness? Do we show it in our lives? Sing or 

read Psalter 47 especially stanzas 10 and 11. 

 

April 12 

Luke 24:13-33 This long passage has long been one of my favorite Easter stories. 

I picked it as our last meditation on the Passion Week because of a theme I have been 

developing this month. That theme is knowing God’s word. Notice the travelers were 

discussing the things that had happened in the past few days. True they needed the 

word of Christ to open their eyes. We do too. We must study the Bible, but we need 

Him to open our eyes to its beauties. We have His word. Study that word, pray for 

divine guidance in that study, and then discuss the things that have happened and will 

happen with fellow believers. Sing or read Psalter 333. 

 

April 13 

Song of Solomon 2:10-17        This short book is a love song between a man and his 

wife. Solomon wrote it looking at the relationship between Christ and the church. 

Those of us in the northern states look at this time of the year for the promise of 

spring and summer. Quite often we use verses 11-13 as verses to help us look at 

spring. If we stop there, we miss a great deal. We must see in the beauty of spring the 

beauty of Christ and the church. God speaks to us in creation. We must listen to Him 

and respond. Sing or read Psalter 125 especially stanzas 1-3 and 5. 

 

April 14 

II John    Love, we know, is powerful. We also know that the world spends a 

lot of time talking about love. The world claims that we can cure many of the 

problems if we would just love better. God has given us a command to love as well. 

In Christ’s summary of the law we are told to love God and our neighbor. Here in II 

John we are given the definition of the only love we are to have. Love is to walk after 

God’s commandments. We can start with the Ten Commandments and then see how 

God has given commands for our whole life. If we truly love God and our neighbor, 

we will keep all of God’s commandments. Sing or read Psalter 109 especially stanza 

3. 

 

April 15 

Mark 12:12—17      For those of us who reside in the United States the date of April 

15 has unpleasant connotations. It shouldn’t. Even if we have to pay taxes, we should 

see that this is a way to obey a commandment of God. Christ taught His church to 

render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s. You have the same thought in Romans 13. 

Our cheerful obedience to our government is our obedience to the Fifth 

Commandment. Our cheerful obedience to government is our cheerful obedience to 

God. Sing or read Psalter 69 especially stanzas 1-3; 5 and 6. 



 

April 16 

Isaiah 48:12-22    Once again it is Friday night. Traditionally this is the night that 

young people go with their friends and enjoy themselves after a week of work or 

school. It is good that we stop and examine the activities we have planned for this 

evening. First, we should examine the who. Who are we going with? Who is your 

date tonight? Then we should examine the what. What are we going to do with our 

friends tonight? Read verse 18 again; then read verse 22. Must we change our plans to 

make them God-glorifying? Sing or read Psalter 335. 

 

April 17 

Ephesians 6:10-18          In Chapter 5 Paul tells the church to be followers of Christ. 

He then goes on with practical applications of that truth. He concludes the epistle 

with the words of verse 10, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 

power of his might.” We must be strong in the Lord. Our own strength and the 

strength of others will fail us. Only in the strength of the Lord will we be able to 

stand. We must use His power. As we worship tomorrow let us listen to the command 

of Christ to be strong in the Lord in whatever we do and wherever God places us. 

Sing or read Psalter 403 especially stanza 3. 

 

April 18 

I Peter 5:5-11 Do you know your enemy? I don’t mean the person with whom 

you have had words or even blows. He is not your enemy. Our enemy is Satan. Satan 

has been the enemy of God ever since he was cast from heaven. Satan has been the 

enemy of the church ever since the fall when God spoke the words of Genesis 3:15. 

After identifying the enemy we must fight the enemy. Peter tells us that we must be 

watchful and see what the enemy is doing. Paul in Ephesians 6 tells us that the enemy 

is spiritual and takes that type of a fight. Paul also tells us that the enemy is tricky. 

Did you notice him next to you in church to day? Sing or read Psalter 99. 

 

April 19 

John 19:33-38  The question of Pilate, “What is truth?” has been asked throughout 

the centuries. The child of God knows that God is truth. It is one of His attributes. 

Because God is truth, He imparts that truth unto His people. The highest form of that 

truth is that salvation is from Him alone through Christ. Jesus makes that clear in 

verse 37. Therefore, to fight against the devil whose basic attribute is the lie, we must 

gird ourselves with truth. Sing or read Psalter 63 especially stanza 4. 

 

April 20 

Psalm 106:1-8     Part of the Roman soldier’s armor was a metal breastplate 

designed to ward off the enemies’ arrows and sword thrust. It protected the heart. A 

Christian also must don a breastplate to protect the heart. This is the breastplate of 

righteousness. This is a characteristic that we can only receive from God. To be 

righteous means that we walk in God’s laws. To be righteous means that we will 

dedicate our lives to loving God and the neighbor. When we do that, Satan’s arrows 

will fall harmlessly to the ground. Sing or read Psalter 290 especially stanzas 1-5. 



 

April 21 

Isaiah 52: 7-12     Any foot soldier from whatever historical era was concerned for 

his feet. His feet had to carry him from place to place as he hunted the enemy and 

then could not fail him as he faced the enemy. The child of God has footwear that will 

never fail him. We must have our feet shod with the gospel of peace. The gospel is 

the good news of Christ. That gospel is the news that our God reigns. We must study 

that gospel and we must take care that we see that it is spread to the four comers of 

the earth. Let not this part of our armor become weak, or else Satan will attack at this 

vulnerable spot. Sing or read Psalter 264 especially stanzas 1-3. 

 

April 22 

Hebrews 11:1-6       Ephesians 6 says, “Above all taking the shield of faith.” 

Hebrews 11 defines faith clearly and understandably. Faith will give us the victory 

over Satan’s fiery darts. Satan has many weapons. He will not hesitate to use any and 

all of them against you. Can you block them with the shield of faith? Your faith must 

be living. It is not the faith of dead doctrine, but rather it is a living faith that unites 

you to Christ. It must be evident in your life. By that evident faith, you can please 

God as verse 6 of our text states. Please God and fight Satan; what a great 

combination. Sing or read Psalter 36 especially stanzas 1-3. 

 

April 23 

I Thessalonians 5:5-11      Salvation! What a beautiful idea. As we look around us, we 

can see sin and its effects. We can also see, that left unchecked, sin will drag us down 

to its level and Satan then will take us to hell. God has given us a helmet of salvation. 

It is a special helmet. This helmet is only for soldiers of the cross. It is not the helmet 

of our making; it is the helmet merited by the death of Christ on the cross. Paul put it 

on when he said that for the hope of salvation he was imprisoned. Take the helmet of 

salvation, put it on, and withstand all of Satan’s blows. Sing or read Psalter 317 

especially stanzas 2 and 4. 

 

April 24 

I Samuel 17:42-47      The fight of faith includes offense as well as defense. We are 

not only equipped with weapons to block Satan’s blows, but we are also given the 

offensive weapon of the word of God. Many places in Scripture exhort us to use the 

word of God. As we well know, Christ himself fought off Satan with the words, “It is 

written.” First, we must learn that word, and then we must use it. David understood 

that as he faced Goliath. The church must be admonished to pick up the sword of the 

Spirit and use it every day. Sing or read Psalter 420 especially stanzas 1 and 6. 

 

April 25 

Ephesians 6:10-18        I wanted us to reread the words we have been considering the 

past several days. I especially wanted us to consider the words of verse 18. We cannot 

fight Satan unless we come to God in prayer. Again, we can see in Christ an example 

to follow. In the garden of Gethsemane, He prayed to His Father for aid in His last 

battle on this earth. His final words were, “Thy will be done” As we enter the house 



of prayer today, let us pray for strength to always be fighting but also for strength to 

always be praying. Sing or read Psalter 34 especially stanzas 1,2 and 10. 

 

April 26 

Romans 8:31-39    Every child of God should spend time examining Romans 8. The 

verses you read form a summary of the chapter. What a beautiful comfort! “If God be 

for us, who can be against us?”! What can get in our way of knowing His fellowship? 

As we live in this world of sin and strife are we persuaded that nothing can separate 

us from the love of God? True, our sins do rise up against us, but God will show us 

mercy and take them all away. If our sins are covered need we fear any other 

enemies? Sing or read Psalter 431 especially stanzas 1 and 3. 

 

April 27 

Hosea 4:1-7 What a dreadful thing when God comes to His church and tells 

them that they are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Israel’s leaders of old have had to 

face that denunciation of God. Leaders of the church today will also have to answer to 

that question. Fathers, will you be guilty of not leading your children to knowledge? 

Children and young people are you guilty of not learning the knowledge of Jehovah? 

God gives us many ways to obtain His knowledge. Are we using them? Sing or read 

Psalter 324. 

 

April 28 

Obadiah 17-21 The book of Obadiah is full of judgment upon the wicked nation of 

Edom for persecuting the church. But it is also full of comfort for the child of God as 

he realizes that God will bring judgment upon the wicked through the church. We see 

in verse 17 the deliverance from the wicked but also deliverance from our sins. We 

see this because there can only be holiness where there is no sin. According to the last 

verse, Christ’s kingdom is coming. It is not earthly but heavenly. Sing or read Psalter 

432 especially stanzas 1 and 4. 

 

April 29 

III John 1-8 Every father, mother, grandparent, minister, elder, and teacher love 

to confess the words of verse four. They do that not because they are boasting in their 

work of teaching the truth to those whom God has given them. They do it because 

God’s truth is followed and loved. Young people are you allowing good reports to be 

heard in the ears of those who teach and have taught you truth? If the people of the 

first sentence have joy, then also God in heaven has joy in your walk in His truth. 

Sing or read Psalter 311 especially stanzas 1, 4, and 5. 

 

April 30 

Micah 4:5-8 What a confession of faith we have in verse 5. “We will walk in 

the name of the LORD our God for ever and ever." As we close another month and 

find ourselves nearer to Christ’s return, let this be on our lips. Let us walk in the name 

of Jehovah our covenant God. Times will become harder for Christians physically; 

we can make them easier spiritually by walking in the name of our God. Christ is 

coming; let us walk in His name for ever. Sing or read Psalter 53. 
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